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SECTION XXXIX, 

IT is four miles from the port to the city of 
Girgenti, which Hands upon one of. the 
higheft hills on the coafi ; the houfes cover its 
fummit and fides compleatly^ and feem like 
terraces, with the cathedral and caftle above 
all. The road thither is good, though hilly^ 
and the vale delightfully planted with olive- 
trees in corn-fields : among the diftant groves , 
towards the eaft the ruins of Agrigentum rife 
above the trees. The ftone of which the lower 
firata of thefe hills are compofed is a concretion 
of marine cxuvia of a reddilh yellow tinge, ex* 
VoL.IVr B aSly 
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aftly fimilar to the colour of volcanic tufo wiieo^. .. 
wet. '}'i- 

I was lodged at the convent of the Scuolepie,. \ ., 
which being fituated in one of the moft elevated :*i^N.; 
parts of Girgenti, alTorded me from my win*. ;•' \ 
dows a profpeA of the whole country towards 
the fea-, the ruins of the old city appear 
diftinftly amidft green fields ; the courfe of the 
torrents that flowed before its walls may be . / 
traced through all their meanders ; the remains : 
of ancient encampments on the heights, the . 
port, and the coaft for many leagues, all lie 
within the compafs of one view. No pencil 
can do juftice to the beauties of the intermediate 
vale, hemmed in by gentle eminences on three 
fides, and richly fet with evergreens, and al* .... 
mond-trees powdered with bloflbms. ... v,.' -j;? 

The firft perfon introduced to me was the 
Cicerone of the place, a poor fchoolmafter ; with , 
moderate Ikill in drawing, great attention, and' 
exa^nefs, he has delineated all the ruins. I 
compared feveral of his draughts, and verified 

his 
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his mcafurements, and had rcafon to be fatlsfied 
with his care and truth* 

Before I proceed to an account of the prefent 
ftate either of Old or New Girgenti, it will be 
proper to Iketch out a compendium of their . 
origin and hifiory. Ancient authors inform us 
that Dedalus^ the mod: famous mechanician of 
fabulous antiquity, fled to this fpot for protec- 
tion againft Minos, and built many wonderful 
edifices for Cocalus king of the ifland. Long 
after his flight the people of Gela fent a colony 
hither, fix hundred years before the birth of 
Chrift ; and from the name of a neighbouring 
jftream called the new city Acragas, whence the 
Romans formed their word Agrigentum. Thefc 
Greeks converted the ancient abode of the Si- 
culi into a citadel, to guard the magnificent 
city which they eredted on the hillocks below. 

An advantageous fituation, a free government 
with all its happy effedts, and a very aftive 
commercial fpirit, ^exalted their commonwealth 
to a degree of riches and power unknown to 

B z ^ the 
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the other Greek fettlements, Sytacufe alone ex- 
cepted*. But if we may truft chronologifts 

with 

* Nummi Agrigentiflorum* 
Ex Argento. 

1. Pagurus AKPArANTOr— Aquila pifccm difccrpcni 
AKPATAN— 

2. Pagurus— Aquila Icporcm difcerpens. 

3. Pagurus « Aquila fuper colubrum ilans* 

4. In quadr* caput nmliebre AKPA— Jupiter fedena d« 
AquiU s* bac. teneas. 

6. Duse Aquilae Icporem difc. AKPATANTl^Figura ia 
quadrig. h fupervolitante vi£tori4 coronat« fubt. pagurus. 
Ex MrCf 

1. Aquila pifcctt tefl, AKPArAMTlNnN al» expanfia-* 
Pagurus Polypus et Concha. 

2. Aquila pifc* ten. alls clauffis AKPA— Pagurus 
J. Aquila ferpent. dcvor.^-Pagurus • vermis. 

4. Cap. ApoUinia«^duae Aquilae lepor. diii;:erp. 
J. Cap. imb. ferto redim.— Pagurus. 

6. Aquila lepor. difc.— Pagurus. 

7. Aquila lacertam devor. — Pagurus. 1 glob, delphin. 

8. Aquila avem devor.<— Pagurus* a glob, t pifces. 
, 9. Cap. imb. pilMt.— Pagurus., 

10. Cap. 
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with refpeft to the periods they have fixed for 
the particular events of thofe remote ages^ the 

lo. Cap. Apollin. AK— Aquila AKPAFANTI. 
1 !• Aquila. Icp. dev.— 3 glob. 

12. Cap. Jovis — ^Aquila fulm. infift. AKPArAKTINOtT. 

13. Cap. Cereris AK— -Mulier &q\. flans AKPArANTl* 
NAN. 

14. Cap. Apoll. AK— Aquila* 

15. Cap. Ccrcrii M— Vir nudus pat. ten. AKPAIANTI- 

i6. Cap. imb.— muUer ftans s. haft, tenenf* 

17. Cap.mulieb.— Trlpus* 

z8. Cap. Palladia galeat. cum leone in galea*— ViAoria 
^Alat. et flolat. fians. d. ramum s. bacuU ten. pagunit 
NIKA. 

19. Cap. Herculii barb* AKPArANTI— Aquila ferpent* 
der. 

20. Cap. J0V19 AKPAFANTI— Aquila lep. dev. !♦. 

2u Cap. Cereris cum caracht. ignotis-^Vir barb, ftant 
togat. 

a2. Aquila AKPA-r-Paguru8 AI. 

53. Triquctra— In laurea AGRIGENT. 

34. Aquila AKPArANTOS. 

25. Cap. viril. diadem, imbarb. comutum AKPATAt*— 
Aquila columns iniid. capite convr 6 glob, pagurus. 

B 3 felicity 
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felicity of Agrigentnm was but of ihort du- 
ration, and tyranny foon deftroyed its liberties. 

Phalaris was the firft that reduced it to fla- 
very. His name is familiar to moft readers on 
account of his cruelty, and the brazen bull in 
which he tortured his enemies. The letters 
fuppofed to be written by him were the fubjeft 
of a long difcufEon among the learned fpme 
years ago; while one party maintained their au- 
thenticity, the other proved them to be fpu- 
rious. Phalaris met with the common fate of 
tyrants, and after his death the Agrigentines 
enjoyed their liberty fifty years ; at the expira- 
tion of which t^rin Thero ufurped the fove- 
reign authority. The moderation, juftice, and 
valour of this prince preferved him from oppofi- 
tion while living, and have refcued his memory 
from the obloquy of pofterity ; he joined his 
fon-in-law Gelo, king of Syracufe, in a war 
againft the Carthaginians; in the courfe of 
which, vidtory attended all his fteps, and Sicily 
faw herfelf for a time delivered from her African 

oppreflbrSf 
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opprefTors. The memory of Thero's virtues 
could not prefcrve the fceptre in his family ; 
very foon after his deceafe, his fon Thrafydeus 
was defpoiled of the diadem, and Agrigentum 
rcftored to her old democratical government. 
Ducetius next difturbed the general tranquil- 
lity : he was a chief of the mountaineers defcen- 
dants of the Siculi, and was an overmatch for 
the Agrigentines while they were unfupported 
by alliances, but fank under the weight of their 
union with the Syracufans. Some trifling al- 
tercations diflblved this union, and produced a 
war in which the Agrigentines were worfted, 
and compelled to fubmit to humiliating terms 
of peace, Refentment led them to embrace 
with joy the propofals of the Athenians, then 
meditating an attack upon Syracufe. Their 
new friends foon made them feel that the facri- 
fice of liberty and fortune would be the price 
of their proteftion, and this confideration brought 
them fpeedily back to their old connedtions. 
But as if it had been decreed that all friendihip 
B 4 Ihould 
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flicwld be fatal to their repofe, the reconciliation 
and its effeds drew upon them the anger of 
the Carthaginians : by this enemy their armies 
were routed, their city taken, and thcip- race 
almoft extirpated ; fcarcely a veftige of magnifi- 
cence was left, and Agrigentum lay fifty years 
buried under its own ruins, till Timoleon, after 
triumphing over the Carthaginians, and re* 
iloring liberty to Sicily, colleded the defcen* 
dants of the Agrigentines, and fent them to 
jre-eftablifli the dwellings of their forefathers. 
Their exertions were rewarded with aftoniihing 
fuccels ; for Agrigentum rofe from its' afhes 
with fuch a renewal of vigour, that in a very 
fliort time we find it engaged in the bold 
fcheme of fei^ing a lucky moment, when Aga- 
thocles and Carthage had reduced Syracufe to 
the loweft ebb, and arrogating to itfelf fuprc* 
macy over all the Sicilian republicks, Xenodi- 
cus was appointed the leader of this arduous 
cnterprize ; and had his latter operations been 
as fortunate as his firjft campaign, Agrigcntunj 

would 
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would have acquired fuch a preponderance of 
reputation and power, that the rival ftates would 
not even have dared to attack it. But a few 
brilliant exploits were fucceeded by a fevere 
overthrow ; the Agrigentince loft courage^ dif- 
agreed in council, and humbly fued for peace 
to Agathocles. This commonwealth afterwards 
took a firong part with Pyrrhus, and when 
he left Sicily tp the mercy of her enemies, 
threw itfelf into the arms of Carthage. During 
the fifft Punic war Agrigentum was the head- 
quarters of the Carthaginians, and was befieged 
by the Roman confuls, who after eight months 
blockade, took it by dorm. It neverthelefs 
changed mafters feveral times during the contefl: 
between thofc rival ftates, and in every inftance 
fuffered moft cruel outrages. After this pe« 
riod very little mention of it occurs in hif- 
tory, nor do we know the precifc time of the 
deftru&ioQ of the old city^ and the building of 
the new one. 

Uf 
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My antiquaty began his round with the ca« 
thedral, a clumfy building patched up by bar- 
barous archite(9:s with various difcordant parts ; 
the Norman ilyle is injudicioully blended with 
modern imitations of the Grecian orders. The 
roof is of wood and almofl flat, interfered by- 
two ftone-arches ; my conductor placed me at 
the bottom of the nave, and went himfelf along 
the cornice to a poft behind the altar ; his loweft 
whifper reached me, and was heard with the ut- 
nioft diftindfcnefs, notwithftanding the line of 
cpnimunication was broken by the ifles, and a 
multitude of projeding pieces of ornamental 
architefture. This church is enriched with no 
works of modern painters or fculptors that claim 
any title to praife, but the baptifmal font is 
made out of an ancient farcophagus faced with 
very beautiful baflb relievos. The principal 
front exhibits feveral men with horfes and 
hounds preparing for the chace, and a little 
aged female holding the principal figure, as if 
ihc wilhed to keep him at home. The flab that 

forms 
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forms the back of the coffin is roughly chifleled, 
and reprefents the hunting of a wild boar, which 
keeps at bay a few dogs and five huntfmen. Oti 
one end of the monument a hero is drawn as 
thrown from a chariot, the horfes in great con- 
fulion and difmay rearing up, while a fervant 
ftruggles to hold them in* On the oppofite ex- 
tremity is a matron fitting in a melancholy pof- 
ture, furrounded by her maids, who endeavour 
to foothc her grief by the found of various in- 
ftruments. A little Cupid behind her chair has 
his bow bent, and feems to be drawing a fliaft 
flily out of his quiver. 

Antiquaries differ in their explanations of thpfc 
fculptures ; but all agree in allowing them a 
confiderable fliare of elegance, fpirit, and corred:- 
nefs of dcfign. 

Monfignor Lucchefi, the late Bifhop of this 
fee, and brother to the Prince of Campofranco,, 
lies buried under a mafs of marble as imperfeft 
in tafte and drawing as it is in execution ; the 
prelate deferved a better monument, for he 

pol- 
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poflcffed great virtues, and left behind him 
an excellent charader both as a biihop and 
as an encourager of fcience j he added a fpacious 
hall to his palace^, and placed i]> it a. large 
aflbrtment of books for the ufe of the publick ; 
he alfo beque^hed a cabinet of medals and 
antiquities as the beginning of a Mufeum^ and 
an incitement to learning and good taile* Time 
will ihew whether his laudable endeavours, and 
the advantages he procured his flock in th^t 
Jine, have had all the efFed he wilhed in pro- 
pagating knowledge in his diocefe; it is the 
richeft in Sicily, but has the charadcr of being 
lefs enlightened and poliflied than the reft of the 
ifland. 

Among^the curiofities belonging to the ca- 
thedral is an Etrufcan vafe of rare fize and pre- 
fervation. There are alfo fome golden pateras 
of extreme rarity, fimilar to one purchafed at 
Girgenti by Sir Willbm Hamilton, and by him 
depofited in the Britiih Mufeum. 

From 
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From the cathedral, a canon, to whom I 
had brought letters, carried me In his coach to 
fee the town, and take the air in the only ftreet 
where horfes can draw a carriage with any de« 
gree of eafe or fafety. This city, inhabited by 
fifteen thoufand perfons, has no remarkable 
buildings or works of art that defervc mention j 
the only antiquities I faw were a Latin infcrip- 
tion of the time of the Antonines, as is prc^i 
tended, relative to fome aflbciation between 
Agrigentum and Lilybeeum; and a piece of 
ancient mafonry in the foundations of a church, 
which my guide called the remains of a temple 
of Jupiten 
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S fe C T I O N XL. 



I DEVOTED the following day to a re- 
gular furvey of the ancient city of Agri- 
gentum, the principal part of which lay in 
the vale ; the prefent town of Girgenti occu- 
pies the mountain on which the citadel of Co- 
calus flood. 

It was fcarcely poiSble to be more judicious 
and fortunate than the Agrigentines were in the 
choice of a fituation for a large city 5 they were 
here provided with every i^equifite for defence, 
pleafure, and comfort of life ; a natural wall, 
formed by abrupt rocks, prefented a llrong 
barrier againft aflailants ; pleafant hills Sheltered 
them on three fides without impeding the circu- 
lation of air ; before them a broad plain watered 

by 
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by the Acragas, an agreeable ftream from which 
the city took its name, gave admittance to the 
fea-breeze^ and to a noble profpedt of that awful 
clement ; the port or emporium lay in view at 
the mouth of the river, and probably the road 
acrofs the flat was lined with gay and populous 
fuburbs. 

The hofpitality and parade for which the 
Agrigentines are celebrated in hiftory were fup- 
ported by a brifk and extenfive commerce, that 
alfo gave an air of life and opulence to all the 
environs. So ftrong is this fupport to a com- 
monwealth, that Agrigentum was able to refill 
many ihocks of adverfity, and always rife again 
with frelh fplendour after the moft outrageous 
ftorms •, it was, however, cruflicd by the ge« 
neral fall of Grecian liberty-, the feeble rem- 
nants of its population, which had furvived fo 
many calamities, were at length driven out of 
its walls by the Saracens, and obliged to lock 
themfelves up for fafety among the bleak and 
^acccffible rocks of the prefent city. 

The 
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The day was as favourable for my purpdfe 
as could bo wilhed, clear and warm; every 
objedt glewed with the brlghtnefs of the fun- 
beams, ahd all nature feemed to refiime new 
life on the approach of fpring : the tints in the 
landfcape were ftrohg, and imbrowned with 
the fhades of winter ; but the quantity of ever- 
greens, and the patches of young corn, gave 
fufEcient variety to the pifture ; every gratifica- 
tion I enjoyed in examining the noble veftiges 
of old magnificence was enhanced by the fweet 
temperature of the atmofphere. 

We began our rounds at the north-eaft angle, 
tvith fome foundations of large regular ftones, 
upon which a church has been erefted ; a road 
appears hewn in the folid rock for the conve- 
nience of the votaries that viCted this temple 
in ancient days ; it was then dedicated to Ceres 
and her daughter Proferpine, the peculiar pa- 
troncffes of Sicily. Bilhop Blaife has fucceeded 
to their honors, 
*'" Fr«m 
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From hence we continued our walk to tho^ 
fouth-eaft corner, where the ground, rifing gra- 
dually^ ends in a bold enunence, which is crown- 
ed ,with majeftic columns, the ruins of a temple 
faid to have been confeqrated to Juno : it was 
raifed upon a lofty bafe of regular (tone work, 
in the heart of which was contrived a gallery 
cither for apartments or ftore-houfes. On the 
weft front only (for as the temple was placed 
on the brow of a hill, the elevation of the 
ground rendered it unneceiTary on the eaftern 
afped) a grand flight of fteps leads up to the 
pronaos or vcftibulc. The fronts confifted of 
fix fluted Doric columns, the flanks of eleven 
plain ones; of thefe few are now ftanding, 
many having been thrown down by earthquakes 
within the memory of man ; what remains is in 
a tottering condition, and threatens foon to be 
proftrate with the reft. Their fituatiou on a 
gently fwelling eminence, rifing out of a wood 
of fruit-trees, its fides dotted with fingle trees» 
Vof . IV* C pre- 
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prcfctats a moft delightful futjeS ibr the ptncil 
^ a landfcape-paimcn 

Hctewe altered our dircflion, and moved 
from this temple, which ftood at the fouth-eaft 
angle of the city-walls, along the broiw rf the 
hill towards the weft. We foon reached tl^e 
biiitdihg commohly called the temple of Con** 
cord *. 

* The reafon given for fuppofing it was lacred to Con- 
cord is, that Fazzello, and fubfequent writers, have afcribed 
to this building the infcription now fixed in a wall at Gir* 
genti. It run^ thus: ^^ CoDCordiae Agrigentinoruih facrum 
**Re^\iblical-flybitatiorumdcdicantibus M. AtterioCan- 
'** dido Procos. ct L. Cornfilio Marcello D. Pr. Pn" and^ 
as D^Orville very juAly concludes from many unanfwerable 
arguments, is fuppoiititious. Upon this flight foundation, 
and an exprefiion in Strabo, who fays, that all the public 
edifices of Agrigentum had been burnt or deftroyed before 
the time of AuguHus, Pazzello has formed his opiiiidh 
^thfctlh^i temple ^as buih aftei* that period, add kt the jofnt 
expence of the two cities mentioned in the itxfcrlption* If 
it was, it muA be deemed idipofflble to afcertain the age of 
. a building by the flyle of its architecture $ for the ruins of 
Agrigentum' feem to belong to an earlier fcriod. 

The 
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The ftone of this md the other, buildingc is 
the fame as that of the neighbouriogiincntDtains and 
ciifiy a>conglt]Cmationcffea-*laiuiaiH)flieili, full 
of pettinrationsyof aliard and durable texture, and 
mllecp roddxfli-bfowii ooloar. Tiiis Dock tem- 
ple has all its ookxiiDs, entabtatwe, pedtmcRts* 
tad tvalls emire; oatf part of tbr roof is want* 
ing^ it owes its prefervatioa to the piety of 
fome Chriftians, who have covered half the nave, 
and converted it into a church confecrated un« 
dcr the invocation pf Saiat Gregory, bifliop' of 
Girgenti. Six columns in fronts and eleven on 
the fidesy without the ^igular ones, form the 
polonmide, in all thirtyrfour. The cidla has ^ 
door at each end between two cohimns and two 
pilafters^ and in each fide-wall fix fmall doors, 
and a flair-cafe that led up to the rooms in the 
roof. The pediments are mwh flatter than 
thofe iifed by the moderns, not briog elevated 
above twenty-two degrees. The entablement 
is very* large in its proportions ; the columns 
taper regularly without any fwelling, from a 
C z diamater 
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diameter of four feet three inches to one of three 
feet five inches «• 

This majeftic edifice ftands in the moil ftrik* 
ing point of view imaginable^ on the brink of a 
precipice, which formed the defence of the city 
along the whole fouthern expofure ; from every 
part of the country the temple of Concord ap* 
pears the moft confpicuous figure of a beautiful 
pidlure. 
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SECTION XLI. 



FROM hence we proceeded in the. fame 
direaion between rows of fepulchres cut 
in the rock wherever it admitted of being exca- 
vated by the hand of man^ or was fo already by 
that of nature ; fome mafles of it are hewn into 
the ihape of coffins^ others drilled full of fmall 
fquare holes employed in a different mode of 
interment, and ferving as receptacles of urns. 
One ponderous piece of the rock lies in an ex* 
traordinary pofition : by the failure of its foun- 
dation, or the ihock of an earthquake, it has 
been loofed from the general quarry, and rolled 
down the declivity, where it now remains fupine 
with the cavities turned upwards. 

Our next flation was at a fingle column that 

marks the confufed heap of oiofs-grown ruins 

belonging to the temple of Hercules. It flood 

n I projefting rock above a chafm in ihe ridge, 

C 3 which 
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which was cut through for a paflag^ to the em* 
porium. 

We folld^ved this road over fome hills to the 
building ufually called the tomb of Thero. It 
is furr&unded by aged olive- trees^ which caft a 
WiM irregulaj (hade orer the. miiiL The fitua- 
tion is iblitary, the rock& appear under the tern?, 
pie of Concord in the back ground^ aiid thr 
tlufters of beiyudful trees form a variety of mafle« 
along the banks to w^ich the magic toyches of 
a Salvator could alone do jufiice. 

This edifice rather inclines tx>. the pyramidlcal 
i^ape, and confifts ^preient of a triple plinth 
and a bafe f^pporting a fqusre pedeflal : upon 
thisplain folid foundation is raifed a fecond order^ 
baviftg a window in each front, and two lonib 
pilafters at each angle ; they are crowned with 
an entablature of the Doric order, of which the 
triglyphs and metopes remain, but the cornice 
is fallen ; it is confequently impoffible to divine 
how the building was terminated at the fummit. 
Notwichflanding this confufion of ornaments 

and 
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and proportions^ tlie monument has gr^at ele- 
gance in its form and ftyle. Its infide is divided 
HKoa vtultj a grouhd-room, and o^e ip the Ionic 
itory, communicanng with «a$:h oth^r by means 
of a fmall internal ftair^afe *. 

Frem hence I wandered dowia into tihe plain 
to iqfpe^ the fp^gm^ats of what is caUed the 
temple of Efculapius; part of two columns 
and two pilafters with an intermediate wall fup- 
port the end of a farm houfe, and were, I fup- 
poie, the front of the ceUa. 

From the plain I returned to Agrigentum by 
the, f^rae road> and purfuing the track of thp 
walls towards the weft^ arrived at a fpot which 

* Meafures of Thero*s Tomb. 

Diameter of the lower ftoiy 

Height of ditto 

Diameter of the upper dory 

Height of ditto 

Diameter of columns at top 

— — . ■ — at bottom 
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is covered with the gigantic remains of the tern- 
pie of Jupiter the Olyinpian, minutely defcribed 
by Diodorus Siculus. It may literally bfe faid 
that it has not one done left' upon another, and 
it is barely poffible, with the help of much con- 
jedure, to difcover the traces of its plan and 

; dimenfions. Diodorus calls it the largeft tem- 
ple in the whole ifland, but adds that the cala- 
mities of war caufed the work to be abandoned 
before the roof could be put on ; and that the 
Agrigentines were ever after reduced to fuch a 

* ftate of poverty and dependence, that they never 
had it in their power to finifli this fuperb mo- 
nument of the tafte and opulence of their ancef- 
tors» The length of this temple was three hun- 
dred and feventy Greek feet, its breadth fixty, 
and its height two hundred and twenty, exclu- 
five of the foundations or bafement-ftory ; the 
extent and folidity of its vaults and under- works 
were wonderful ; its fpacious porticos and ex- 
qulfite fculpture were fuited to the grandeur of 
the whole. It viras not built in the ufual ftylc 

of 
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of Sicilian templet with a ^ella df maffivc walb 
and a peryftile, but was def^gned in k mixttaflfe 
with half columns let Into the walls on the out. 
fide, the infide exhibiting a plain furface. 

This account of Diodorus cannot be perfectly 
afcertained either as to length or breadth, and 
the height can only be gueffed at by calculating 
' the diameter of the femi-columns, and their 
proportions 5 we may thus form a plan by ana- 
logy and comparifon with other temples ftill 
exifting in the ifland entire in all or mod of 
their parts ; but as this edifice, erefted in honour 
of the fupreme deity of Paganifm, differed effcn- 
tially in its defign from the reft, the difficulties 
of fpeaking with precifion on the fubjed: arc 
doubled ; I iuppofe that when the Sicilian au- ' 
thor mentions height, he reckons from the pave- 
ment to the point of the pediment ; this brings 
it pretty near his meafurement, which otherwifc 
feems abfurd or ill-copied. 

Still I fufpeft he does not allow fufiicient 
breadth. The half-columns meafure ten feet in 
diameter, and if we follow the ufual proportion . 
I of 



pf cQliimn$ io Sicily, muft have be^n only jSfty 
fc^t higli; they have t^n fliarp flutingSj each of 
Vfhiph waj wi(j€j wough to allow me tp ftand at - 
my cafe in them. Theu:- mighty fragments lie 
jittered on the brow apd fide of a gentle de- 
cUvity ; thefe and the parts of the entablature 
^ii4 pediment have a deep grove cut at each end 
in the figure of a horfe^fhoe> along which 9 rope 
W9S run ia order to hoift the ftone iiito its pro- 
per pl^ce. 

The pompous defcription left us of this "fa- 

^rick, and the CQloflal dimenfions of its rei|;nains^ 

impreffed Baron Rcidefel with fuch cnthufiaftic 

ideas, th^t in the warmth of his admiration and 

antiquarian zeal he treats all buildings of later 

date with moft profound contempt ; if we were 

to trufl: to his decifions on the point, we ftipuld 

cfteem the church of Saint Peter at Rome as no 

better than a chapel compared with this temple, 

either in magnitude, tafle, or decoration 5 but 

upon cooler confideration, and the compafs in 

our hand, we Ihall difcover that this writer, 

wh(^ 
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who OQ other occafioos is a caadi4 and difpaf* 
i^onate obferver, has fuffered himfelf in the pre-, 
lent inftai^ce to be led away by his veneratioa 
for the ancients, and that the cathedral of IlomQ 
fxceeds the Agrigenttne temple more thai\ 
^ubly^^in every dimenfioji*; the latter lies ii\ 
fo ruinqus and defolate a condition^ that nQ 
comparifun can be made refpe&ing the orna- 
mental parts, or the great architeflural lines 
that conftitutc true grandeur. 

The next rum belongs to the temple of Ca« 
itor and Pollux. Vegetation has covered the 
lower parts of the building, and only a few frag* 
ments of columns appear between the vines* 
This was the point of the hill where the wall 

^ According to the meafures given by Mr- Lalande of 
the Academy of Scieneei, Saint Peftr^ charch on the out* 
£de in length, including the portico, meafures 704 Engliik 
feet— >it8 height from the pavement to the top of the croft 
43 S — Breadth 493. It is therefore with the cupola zi$ 
feet higher than the Greek temple, 334 longer, and 43 j 
wider ; an immenfe difference. 

flop- 
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Hopped on the brink of a large fiflipond fpokcn of 
hy Diodorus ; it was cut in the folid rock thirty 
feet deep, and water was conveyed to it from 
the hills ; in it was bred a great quantity of fifh 
for the ufe of public entertainments ; fwans and 
Various other kinds of wild fowl fwam along its 
furface, for the amufement of the citizens, and 
the depth of water prevented an enemy from fur- 
prifing the town on that fide. It is now dry, 
and ufed as a garden. 

On the oppofite bank are two tapering co- 
lumns without their capitals, moft happily placed 
in a tuft of carob-trees. Monte Toro, where 
Hanno ericatnped with the Carthaginian army, 
before the Roman confuls drew him into an en* 
gagement that ruined his defenfive plan, is a 
noble back- ground to this pidurefque. groupc 
of objedts. 

The warmth of the weather, and the fatigue 
I had undergone in clambering over fo many 
heaps of ruins, caufed me to obey the fummons 
to dinner with exquifite pleafure. The canon, 

to 
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. to whofe care I was recommended, had prepared 
a moft excellent repaft at the coQvent of San 
Ntcolo, belonging to the Francifcan orden 

This monafiery ftands on a little eminence in 
the centre of the old city, admirably fituated* 
The range (tf hilU totvards the foutheaft finks 
gradually^ fo as to admit a noble reach of fea 
And of plain, terminated on each fide by thick 
groves of fruit-trees ; through them I here and 
there difcovered the winding courfe, and ibme« 
times the waters, of the river. Above appear 
the remains of ancient grandeur, wonderfully 
contrafted with the humble draw-cottages built 
at their feet. Asa companion to this landfcape, 
the prefent city rifes boldly on a pinnacle, backed 
by lofty mountains in difierent degrees of tint 
and ihade. In the orchard of this convent is a 
fquare building with pilaflers, which is fuppofed 
to have been part of the palace of the Roman 
praetor. The whole fpace comprehended within 
the walls of the ancient city abounds with traces 
of antiquity^ foundations^ brick-arches^ and lit- 
tle 
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tie channeis foir tbe conveyance of water; but 
in tio part aite any rdifis that can be pre&nncd 
to hav^e beloTiged to places of public entertata* 
mei^t* This is the more extraordinary^ as the 
Agrig^tities were a fenfual people^ foni of 
ftew$ and dramatic perfortnances, and the Ro- 
mans never dwelt in any place long withoM in*^ 
troducing their favage games. Theatres and 
amphitheairies fetm better calculated than moft 
buildings to refift the outrages of Time, and it is 
liirprifing that not even the veftiges of th^r form 
Ihould remain on the ^ound/ 
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I, SPENT the followiflg days in repeated 
vifits te the ruinsj while the finenefs of the 
wealther invited me abroad ; at home I found 
my hofis civil without officioufnefs^ and myfelf 
at full Kberty to enjoy folitude, or join in com-^ 
pany, as it fuited my inclinations : the convcr- 
fation of the priefls was eafy and fprightly, and 
full of ^nformataota on ma(ny fubjefts. 

On the 6th inftant a great change took place 

in the weather ; wind^ fightningi and rain aiTailed 

3 w. 
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US, and my room, which formed the angle of 
an elevated manfion, experienced ajl the fury 
of the ftorm. It was a moft bluftering night ; 
not a guft of the temped but what was heard by 
me^ nor did the howling of the winds and beat- 
ing of the rain permit me to clofc my eyes : 
notwithftanding the folidity of the walls, I 
thought it almoft impoffible that the houfe could 
withftand the violence of fuch a hurricane. At 
fun-rife the ftorm fuddenly ceafed, and the wea- 
ther brightening up, I prepared for my journey 
towards the eaftern parts of the ifland. 

Accordingly, at noon I fet out ; as I paflcd 
through the city-gate, the muficians belonging 
to the corporation faluted me with a long fare, 
well on the French horn, which they blew to 
the very height of its notes with more attention 
to noife than melody. The Sicilians are pa£Bon- 
ately fdftd of loud wind and inftrumcntal muffck 
and upon great holidays will colled before a 
church-door forty or fifty drums all baating to- 
gether; for the greater the nbife, the more ho- 
nour for the faint. 

Not-' 
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Ndtwithfta^ding their good wiihes, our pro- 
grefs was foon (topped ; for the very firft brook 
we came tb was full to the brim, aud not to be 
forded without imminent danger ; we therefore 
prudently returned^ and waited till the waters 
had run off. 

Next day I refumdd my journey ; we paffed 
the rivulet before fo formidable^ now dwindled 
to a trifling flream^ and alfo the larger river of 
Naro^ after which we had to encounter the 
worft roads in Sicily : the clay was fo tenacious^ 
and the foGd bottom lay fo deep, that our 
korCes atid mules were fbarcely able to draw their 
legs out of the mud. Thfe hills on each fide 
abound in fulphur, which is dug out by me^ns 
6f grooves driven into the heart of them ; the 
inineral is brought up in fmall green lumps, and 
laid in large troughs, lined with plafter. When 
the fire has heated them to the proper degree, 
the brioxftone exudes through holes in the bot- 
tom into wooden bowls placed under them. As 
it was not the feafon for working, I had not an 
• Vot. IV. D oppor- 
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opportunity of feeing the procefs. Afterla- 
bouring nine miles in thefe almoft bottomlefs 
roadsy we unexpededly came to a fandy foil, 
fine orange-gardens, and rocky defiles that 
brought us to * Palma, a fmall town be* 
longing to the prince of Lampedufa, fituat- 
ed in a moft agreeable valley not far from the 
fea. 

1 llept in the manor houfe, which is fpacious 
and handfome, though unfinilhed, and almoft 
unfurnilhed. Nobody came near me, or offered 
the leaft fervice, qxcept an old woman who 
lives in the offices. I was not very forry to be 
thus neglected by the fleward, to whom I had- 
fent my letter, for the fervants procured a good 

* Palma was founded in 1637, by Charles Tomafi, 
* who firfl was allowed the title of duke of this place. It 
had been part of the eflate of Andrew di Chiaramonte, or 
Clermont, forfeited fot rebellion againft king Martin. 
Inhabitants 5J35. Lexic. fig. Topogr.* It went after- 
wards to his brother, prince of Lampedufa, in whofe p^ 
ttnty it ftili remains* 

fupply 
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fupply of excellent provifions without bis affift- 
ance^ and both they and a French merchant 
that joined our company gave a moil unfavour- 
able account of tlie Palmefe ; they affured me 
that a native of Palma might be found in every 
jail in Sicily^ for in atrocious villainy and bad* 
nefs of charafter they were eminently remark- 
able above ^all the iniiabitants of the ifland. The 
old woman acknowledged that part of the accu- 
fation was true, and that the brother of the 
governatore was juft releafed from confinement 
for want of evidence of his having murdered 
his fifter-in*law. Thefe accounts took away all 
defire of making any acquaintances here, and 
reconciled me to my folitude. The houfe ftands 
on a rock that towers above an extenfive plain, 
divided into corn-fields by rows of almond-trees 
in full bloffom ; fome fmaller inclofures fur- 
round clumps of evergreen fruit trees, and 
vines that run from the trees form arbours which 
in fummer muft be delicious Ihady retreats i 
but fliade and Ihelter are amply fupplied at all 
P 2 feafons 
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feafons by the locuft-trees fcattercd over the 
vale ; the mother trunk is encircled by layers 
that ftrike root and Ihoot up to an equal height, 
thus from a fingle original plant fpreading a 
grove over half an acre. In front of the win- 
dows rifes a gentle knoll covered with a knot of 
tall palm-trees that hang their beautiful bran- 
ches over a farm houfe ; the fea appears between 
their ftems. . This rich vale is clofed on the 
weft fide by a wood of fruit trees that cover 
the hills, at the foot of which a limpid ftream 
winds its way to the fea-^Behind all rifes a 
mountain, planted to the fummit with olive trees* 
The view to the eaft is confined by a high 
country cultivated to the very top. 

In my whole tour I never met with a fpot 
that poffeffed fo many points of rural elegance 
as this vale of Palma ; it feemed to me the 
image of what the whole fouthern coaft of 
Sicily was, wliile its inhabitants had nothing to 
fear from their African neighbours ; while they 
peaceably cultivated their fertile lands, and ran 

no 
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no riik of a barbarous invader's reaping the 
fruit of their toil, and carrying off their fami- 
lies to flavery in foreign climes. 

The face of the country along the coaft has 
undoubtedly undergone great alterations iince 
the dates of Barbary began their depredations ; 
the terror they infpire has driven the natives 
into towns, or farther back from the fea, and^ 
perhaps, induces them to keep the country 
clear of wood, that the approach of an enemy 
may be more eafily difcerned and guarded 
againft. 

A fmall caricatore is now the fource of fome 
profperity to the Palmefe, enabling them to 
difpofe of the excellent produfts of their terri- 
tory. The wine of Palma is highly prized ; 
indeed the whole coaft affords that article in 
great perfedtion. t tailed various forts of white 
wine, fonie low in colour, and others of a rich 
amber glow, refembling flierry in look and 
tafte. The macaroni of this diftrift is very fine, 
the bread extremely white and good, and 
D 3 wherever 
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wherever I came, frcfli eggs, pork, and- fowls 
were to be had in great abundance. 

From Palma I travelled fome miles in a plea- 
fant plain, part of which is planted with vines, 
the reft fown^ with corn and inclofed with rows 
of almond-trees. I then paffed over a high 
fedge of rocks, from whence I had a view of 
the fpacious plains which Fazzello calls the 
Campi Geloi, fuppofed to have been feen by 
^neas as he coafted along *. A long infulated 
mountain divides this level track of land from 
the fca-fhore. My guide, who knew the low 
grounds to be impaffable at this feafon of the 
year, conducted us near the beach, and by 
winding over the hills picked out a road to 
Alicata, which is twelve miles from the laft 
halt; whenever ncceflity drove us down into 
the plain (for we could not always make good 
^ paffage round the rocks), our progrefs was 

* Ad parct Camarina procul campiqiie Gcloi 
Jmmanifque Gela fluvii cognomine di6ta. ViRC. ^n, 

1 flow 
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flow and fatiguing both to man and bead, for 
at every ftep we were mired and almoft riveted 
in the dirt. 
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'/LLICATA is a fmall town, built partly 
•^ ^ upon a Hope and partly on the beach at 
the entl of a long chain of hills. It is a place 
of little ftrength, for the caftle of St. Angelo on 
the brow of the hill is ruinous, the town-waUs 
are much decayed, and the fortrefs on the pe- 
ninfula is in want of great repairs to render it 
Urong. It forms two fmall bays for the barges 
that carry out the corn to ihips lying in the 
offing. Alicata has great connexions with 
Malta in the corn trade, and Maltefe fperonaras * 

* A kind of long boat that goes both with oars ai^d 
fails. 

D 4 arc 
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irc commonly to be hired here. My intenttpif 
was to bavt embarked at Alicata^ and to haVQ 
vifited (hat iiland; but the winds had long 
blown from the wrong point, and feemed fixed 
for a length of time in the fame quarter. This 
difHculty, and the ^reat agitation of the fea^ 
obliged me to give up all thoi^ghtsof the voyage. 
I alighted at the houfe of a clergyman. ThQ 
(own contains ten thoufand inhabitants. The 
patron of Alicata is Saii^t Aiigelo, a Carmelite 
friar murdered by the Moors in the thirteentl^ 
century ; his body w^s expofed to the venera- 
tion of the publiqk while 1 was there, in com- 
memoration of his having preferved the town 
from the havock occafioned in other parts of the 
iiland by the earthquake of i6^2* The popu- 
lace of this place carry their refpedt for the fa- 
cerdotal char after to a great height ; for as we 
walked through the ftreets, the old women and 

children caft themfelves on their knees before 

\ ..... 

the clergyman my companion, touching his 
garment? with a finger, and then kiffing their 

hand 
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hand with great veneration ; fome^ more iocon* 
ireniently fituated than the refi^ contented thenar 
felves with touching my cloaths^ thinking, no 
doubt^ that a bleifing was like the eledric fluid^ 
^d could be communicated by means of con* 
idudors. 

Alicata pofleflibs ibme curious Greek infpripr 
tions relative to the ancient city of Gela ; the 
mod remarkable is a pfephifma^ or decree of 
the fenate, for croWning Heraclides diredor o£ 
the public academy. 

January io« I left the Val di Mazzara at 
^he ferry of the Fiume Salfo> and entered the 
Val di Npto. This river was the Himera of 
(he ancients; it rifes in the heart pf Sicily^ 
fiear the fource of another river formerly 
known by the fame name of Himera, which 
difcharges itfelf into the gulf of Termini* 
The prefent denomination is derived from the 
brackifli tafte of its waters, which are deep in 
winter, but extremely ihalipw in fummer. 

On the oppofite bank I enjoyed a pleafatat 
view of Alicata, firetching down the hill in an 

elegant 
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elegant fweep. Its caftles terminate the line 
of houfes in a bold manner, and prefent a mi- 
niature copy of the grand pifture of Naples, 
when feen from the fliore of Portici. 

We kept near the fea for eighteen miles, fol- 
lowing the finuofities of the coaft, and as much 
as poffible riding upon the fands 5 they abound 
in fliells, fome of which would be valuable to 
a collector of natural curioiities; the broken 
cliffs that extend to the verge of, the fea arc 
compofed of greenilh marie, fuirof fulphur; 
fome of them are folid rocks of gypfum. A 
great deal of kali, or faltwort, grows on thefe 
marley grounds, and a confiderable quantity of 
barilla is burnt in the neighbourhood. The 
difcovery of the ufes of this plant appears to 
be a prefent of the Saracens to the Europeans ; ' 
for I have not been able to find any mention of 
it before the Mahometan aera. The ancients, 
as far as I have read, are filent on that head. 
Pliny enters deeply into the nature of the va- 
rious kinds of nitre, explains all the ingredients 

employed 
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employed in makipg glafs, but in the number 
never hints at any mixture of vegetable alhes 
being ufed. He informs us in his 31ft book, 
that nitre was naturally formed by evaporation 
in feveral lakes, without any art, and that in 
other places it was made in the fame manner as 
fait, in beds, and by regulated quantities of ni- 
trous water let in to evaporate ; after which it 
was laid in heaps, and there hardened to the 
coniiftence of a ftone. He adds, that a Ihip 
laden with nitre having anchored off the mouth 
of a muddy river in Syria, called Belus, the 
failors landed to drefs their dinner on fhore^ 
but for want of (tones to fet their pot upon, 
fetched fome lumps of their cargo from the 
Ihip for that purpoie. As the fire increafed it 
melted the fait jointly with the fands of the 
beach, and foon produced a new liquor, which 
was glafs. 

Before I ventured to advance this opinion, I 
confulted fuch modern writers as have written 
profcffcdly on the fubjedt. In the Encyclopedic 

I found. 
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I fbund^ under the heads Soude and Verre^ % 
contrary aflertton^ grounded upon a mif-intcr* 
pretation of Pliny's words ♦. It is there faid 
(hat^ according to a Hory in Pliny, glafs was 
4ifcov<sred by fome merchants^ who being caji 
away on the fands^ near the mouth of the river 
Belus^ happened tp drefs their viduals with 
fuili^ the ajhes of wbicb united in fufion with 
the fand. No pipntipn whatever is made by the 
Latin naturalift of any plant pr alhes, but only 
of nitre coUe£i<^d from water, aqd hardened 
into lumps. The compilers of that Dictionary 
are often guilty of fitpilar inaccuracies, and 
it had been more conducive to the public uti-? 
lity, if they had devoted fome of the hours 
ipent in metaphyiical (lifl^^ttations to the revifal 

* The text runs thus :— ?** Fama eft appulfa nave mer- 
catorum nitri, cum fparli per litus epulas pararent, ncc 
eilet cortinis attellendis lapidum occa£o, glebas nitri e 
nave fubdidifle. Quibus accenfis permifta arena littoris. 
tranfluentes novi liquoris fiuxiffe rivos et h^hc fiiifle ori^- 

and 
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and perfedion of the e&ntial parts of their 
book. A flight criticiftn upon this Didionary 
will, I truft, be pardoned in a work that de« 
fcribes Palermo as a capital fiill exifting in a 
populous flourifliing condition^ while the En- 
cyclopediftes call it^ ^^ an ancient city deftroyed, 
^^ that was formerly fituated on tjie northern 
^* coaftof Sicily 9 and vied with Meffina for the 
*' title of metropolis.*^ 

No appearance of ruined edifices occurred 
during my ride to Terranova, a large burgh 
belonging to the duke of Monteleone. It is 
chearfuUy fituated on a bank near the fea, and 
has a caricatore which exports a confiderable 
quantity of corn. The environs abound with 
figs and grapes, but produce no olives, which 
renders oil a fcarce and dear commodity. The 
water here is bad^ and not always in fufficient 
quantity for the demand of the inhabitants. I 
am informed that Terranova has the unpleafant 
reputation of being more infedJred with the itch 
than any other town in Sicily, which proceeds 

from 
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from the brackiih water and fiery wine ther 
drink, the fait pork and tunny they live upon, 
and the inadkive life they lead. I leave it, to 
the natives to fettle the juftice of this accufation ; 
but muft obferve, that thefe cutaneous diforders 
are far from uncommon in the other parts of 
the ifland, and that it bears the fofter appellation 
iAjfocauia^ a heat* I apprehend that dirtinefs 
is a primary caufe of the frequency of thefe fait 
humours. 

Tcrranova has feveral remains of antiquity ; 
in the town are fome foundations and mutilated 
fragments of a great temple ; at a fmall diftance 
from the eaft gate, on a bare hill of fand *, a 
column of the Doric order lies proflrate. 

There 

* Its component parts are fix in number, feparate but 
iinbroken, the fall having only disjoined them, not al- 
tered their refpedive pofitions. No cement had been 
ufed, only a bolt. One piece formed the capital five feet 
long ; the others compofed the lliaft, arc fluted, and four 

feet 
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There have been great debates among geo- 
graphers concerning the fituation of Gela, whe- 
ther it flood at Alicata, or at Terranova. In 
both places are antique ruins, and behind both 
an immenfe plain, to which the name of Ge- 
loan-fields has been applied by antiquaries. I 
think with Ciuverius, that Terranova has the 
clearer title to reprefent the ancient city. The 
account of Agathocles's defeat by the Cartha^ 
ginians feems to me a ftrong proof in its favour : 
they were encamped on the eminences to thcf 
weft of the river Himera, and the Sicilian tyrant 
was under a neceflity of crofting it before he 
could make his attack upon them. The Sici- 
lians, being repulfed and routed, fled acrofs 
the plains, where the Numidian cavalry purfued 
them with great flaughter, and along the banks 
of the river; as the weather was infufferably 
hot, the foldiers exhaufted with fatigue and 

feci long each ^ the diameter at the bottom is five feet, at 
the top of the lliaft, four. 

parched 
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parched up with third, fwallowed large draugiits 
of its water, which poifoned many that thd 
fword had fpared. Agathocles coUe&ed his 
fcattered forces, and retreated to Gela* Front 
this account, the Himera being undoubted!/ 
the fame as the Fiume falfo, it is evident that 
Gela could not be where Alicata now ftands| 
but fomewhere eaft of the river* But fuch 
amazing changes have happened along this 
coaft ^nce the days of Grecian fplendour, that 
perhaps the towns, whofe ruins we are fearcbing 
for, may now be buried deep under the waves^ 
or the fands which have been accumulated at thd 
mouths of the rivers. 

Gela was a Rhodian colony, dnd the parent 
of other colonies eflabliihed along the coaft ; its 
flory refembles theirs, being compofed of great 
Viciffitudes of liberty, profperity, tyranny, and 
dcfolation. The moft remarkable ^era of its 
annals was the reign of Gelo : it feems to havd 
loft all confcquence long before the Romans 

fubdued 
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fubdued Sicily; and, in the time of Auguftus^ 
Strabo ranks it among the uninhabited places of 
the ifland *. 

* Nummi Gelenfium# 

Ex Argento. 1 

I • Dimidium bovis cum capite humano et corou FEiLA.** 

Equus corona* 
2, Idem— — Equei audus d, bacolum teneni. 
J. Idem-—- -- Vir in bigl coronatus* 
4* Cap. imb. diadem.— Minotattros gradms rE« 

£x ^re. 
I. Cap. imb. capillis horridls TEAAS^^Bos et ramus. 
a« Cap. Apoll.— Minotaurui. 
3* Cap.HercuU — ^Minotaunis. 
4* Dimid. MtnotaurL—Biga vifioria fuperyol. et coro- 
uam impon. 

5. Cap. coraut. diadem.— Taurus* J glob. 

6. Cap. ApoU. — Dimid. Minotauri— delphb K. 

7. Cap.imb.diad.— MinotaurusK.jglobuli. 
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AT Tcrranova I quitted the fouthern coaft, 
and. diredted my courfr north-eaft, ' 
The low road was imprafticable on- account 
of the late rains, and we were obliged to take a 
round-about way over the high country^ which 
is almoft an entire fandy foreft of cork-trees* 
The profpedts on every fide were grand. To- 
wards the wcftlay an. immenfe plain, bounded 
by a gloomy chain of mountains; while the 
Val di Note extended on the right like a 
long peninfula. I now difcovered ^tna for 
the firft time, towering above all the interme- 
Aiate mountains, white with fnow, and throw- 
ing out from its fummit a conftant but feeble 
flream of fmoke. Lentifcus is the general un* 
derwood of this foreft. and is called by the Si- 
I ' cilians 
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Lilians Jinco ♦. Wild honey is found in great' 
abundance in tbefe woods^ but the inhabitants 
have alfo hives near their houfes ; its flavour is 
delicious, and has been celebrated from the re- 
moteft antiquity, for Hybla was fituated in the 
centre of this country. Men may degenerate, 
may forget the arts by which they acquired re- 
nown ; manufaAuresi may fail, and commodities 
be debafed ; but the fweets of the wild flowers 
of the wildernefs, the indufl:ry and natural me« 
chanicks of the bee, will continue without change 
or derogation. From the quality of foil, and 
the want of water, this upper part of the pro- 
vince muft always have had a great deal of wafte 
land. 

The corn wore the mofl: promifing appear- 
ance; the fallow- land feemed to be excellent 
foil. Twenty-three pair of oxen were ploughing 
together withiij a fquare of thirty acres. 

* Perhaps the name given it by the Germansy on account 
of its flroDg difagreeable fmell. 

£ z Beyond 
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Beyond the town wc entered a very fine trad 
of vineyards, which improved as we gradually 
approached the moimtains of Calatagerone. 

Calatagerone^ a royal city, containing about 
feventeen thoufand inhabitants, living by agri- 
culture and the making of potter's ware, is 
twenty miles from the fea, and fituated on the 
fummit of a very high, tnfulated hill, embofbmed 
in thick groves of cyprefles ; the road to it> 
though paved, is very fteep, difficult, and dan- 
gerous for any thing but a mule or an afs. I 
wtfS conduced to the college of the late Je« 
fuits ; and, as the houfc was compleatly ftripped 
of furniture, full of dirt and cobwebs, I appre- 
hended my night's lodgings would be but in- 
different. The fervant belonging to the gen- 
tleman who has the n>anagement of this for- 
feited eftate, and to whom I had brought a 
letter requefting a lodging in the college, per- 
ceiving the difficulties we lay under in making 
our fettlement, ran home, and returned in a 
ihort time with a polite invitation to his 

mafter*s 
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mafter*s houfe. There was no refufing fuch an 
offer, though I was far from ezpeding anf 
thing beyond a comfortable apartment, and 
homely fare, in a family fettled among the in- 
land mountains of Sicily; but, to my great 
furprize, I found the houie of the baron of 
Rofabia large, convenient, and fitted up in a 
modern tafte with furniture that would be 
deemed elegant in any capital city in Europe. 
Every thing fuited this outward Ihew; atten- 
dance, table, plate, add equipage. The baroq 
and his lady, having both travelled and feen a 
great deal of the world, had returned to fettle 
in their native city, where they affured me I ' 
might find many families equally improved by 
an acquaintance with the manners of foreign 
countries, or, at leaft a frequentation, of the beft 
company in their own metropolis. Nothing 
could be more eafy and polite than their addrefs 
and converfation ; and my aftoniihment was 
hourly increafing during my whole ftay. After 
I had refrefiied myfelf with a Ihort bu( excel* 
£ 3 lent 
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Beyond the town wc entered a very fine trad 
of vineyards^ which improired as we gradually 
approached the motintains of Calatagerone* 

Galatagerone^ a royal cky^ containing about 
fcTcnteen tboufand inhal^tants^ living by agri- 
culture and the making of potter's warci is 
twenty miles from the fea^ and fituated on the 
fummitof a very high» infulated hiU^ embofomed 
in thick groves of cyprefles ; the road to it^ 
though paved^ is very fieep, difficult, and dan- 
gerous for any thing but a mule or an afs. I 
w^ conduced to the college of the lateje- 
fuits ; and^ as the houfe was compleatly dripped 
of furniture, full of dirt and cobwebs, I appre- 
hended my night's lodgings would be but in* 
different. The fervant belonging to the gen- 
tkman who has the management of this for- 
feited eftate, and to whom I bad brought a 
letter requefting a lodging in the college, per- 
ceiving the difficulties we lay under in making 
our fettlement, ran home, and returned in a 
ihort time with a polite invitation to hts 

mafter s 
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mafter's houfe. There was no refufing fuch an 
offer, though I was far from ezpeding anf 
thing beyond a comfortable apartment, and 
homely fare, in a family fettled among the in- 
land mountains of Sicily; but, to my great 
furprize, I found the houfe of the baron of 
Rofabia large, convenient, and fitted up in a 
modern tafte. with furniture that would be 
deemed elegant in any capital city in Europe. 
Every thing fuited this outward Ihew; atten- 
dance, table, plate, arid equipage. The baroQ 
and his lady, having both travelled and feen a 
great deal of the world, had returned to fettle 
in their native city, where they aflured me I 
might find many families equally improved by 
an acquaintance with the manners of foreign 
countries, or, at leaft a frequentation, of the beft 
company in their own metropolis. Nothing 
could be more eafy and polite than their addrefs 
and converfation ; and my aftoniihment was 
hourly increaiing during my whole ftay. After 
I had refreflied myfelf with a Ihort bu( exceU 
E 3 lent 
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lent meal, they took me out in a very hand feme 
^oach* It was a iingular circumftance to meet 
a firing of carriages full of well-dreffed ladies 
and gentlemen on the ftimmit of a mountain^ 
which no vehicle can afcend, unlefs it be pre- 
vioufly taken to pieces, and placed upon the 
backs of mules. We feemed to be feated among 
the clouds. As the yaft expanfe of the hiUs 
and vales grew dim with the evening vapours, 
our parading refembled the amufements of the 
•heathen gods in fome poems and pidtures, dri- 
ving about Olympus, ^nd looking down at the 
mortals below. 

The hour of airing being expired, which con* 
►fifted of fix turns of about half a mile each, a 
.numerous aflembly was formed at the baron's 
hpufe J the manners of the company were ex- 
tremely polilhed, and the French language fi^- 
miliar to the greateft part of it. When th^ 
card-tablcs were rcrnoved, a handfome fupper, 
drefled by a French cook, was ferved up, with 
wpeUent foreign and Sicilian wines j the 90Q- 

verfation 



Yerfation took a lively turn, and was wtU fup^ 
ported till midnight, when we all retired to reft. 
Calats^rone has feveral houfes that live in the 
lame elegant flyle, and its inhabitants have the 
reputation of being the polited: people in the 
ifland. The climate in this elevated region is 
extremely dilTerent from that of the tepid Ihores 
I had lately frequented ; the night-air was iharp 
and frofty^ and a cloth-coat very ncceffary. 
Every perfon in the aifembly carried a fmall 
filver vafe full of hot embers hanging at the 
wrift. 

The town prefents few objcdts worthy a tra- 
veller's notice in the line of any of the arts, 
and the antiquities it pofleffes relate to other 
places. Much has been written by fome of the 
natives to eftablilh an idea of its high antiquity^ 
and that it figured as a republick among the Si- 
cilians, during the zenith of Grecian glory, by 
the name of Inland Gela or Gelone. The Sara- 
cens fortified it, but the Genoefe wrefted it from 
chem : their force was however dwindled to a 
£ 4 ( ihadow 
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fliadow whm the Normans arriTed. Eari Roger 
availed iiiimlclf on manf occafions of the tru^ 
valour of the Calacageronefe^ and rewarded 
thbm liberally with efiates, which are Mi in 
their poffeffion, andrendeir the corporatiQa one 
of the richefi in Sicily. 

After leaving the baron's hofpitdiie and 
agreeable roof, I traverfed a plain of arable 
land forrottfided by bare hills in tillage. The 
ancient cit;^ of Mineo crowns a mountain on the 
right, and oppofite to it the view opens^ and 
difcovers a prodigious extent of flat country, 
that runs up to the foot of j£tn&. I now dif-* 
tinguiihed this gigantic mountain from its 
fnowy fummit down to the com^vfields in the 
plain, that compofe the laft circle round its 
bafe. The middle region is dark with lavas 
and forefts ; below them the vineyards form a 
zone of a reddifli brown colour. At thi3 point 
we entered upon volcanic ground ; the Hillocks 
On each fide of the road are mere heaps of lava 
in various degrees pf hardn^fs ^nd colour. Thi^ 

lwd» 
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lands are iHled wttb a fpecces of plough that 
feems to have been inveotcd ia the earlieft at* 
tempts at cultivation^ andftiil found of fufficient 
powers for this triturated prolific foih It cpnfifts 
fimply of one handle and a .wooden coulter^ and 
is drawn by mules, horfes, oroxen« 

I ilept at Palagonia ^, that belongs to the 
fame mafier as the monfters of La Bagaria. I 
brought no order to his agent, but was ac- 
commodated .with a room, and in every refpedfc 
treated as well by him as if I had come loaded 
with recommendations. 

We had now a very hilly country to crofs on 
the fkirts of the great plain of Catania. All 
the rocks that appeared were perfed lavas, 
fome fpeckled with white cryftalifations or 
icfaoerl ; others thoroughly dark and extremely 
heavy. 

* Palagonia contains 1^00 inhabitants. It did not exUl 
before the expulfion of the Saracens. In the time of Peter 
the Firft it was the property of his famous Admiral Roger 
JLauria. It now belongs to the family of Gravina. 
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We foon after met cardinal BrancifortCy 
bifiiop ofGirgenti^ going to take poiieffion of 
his fee. My people were fo overjoyed at the 
fight of fome acquaintanqes among his Nea* 
politan domeflicks^ and entered fo deep into con- 
verfation^ that they left me to proceed alone ; 
mean while^ wrapt up in the cotemplation of 
JEtRZ arid its grand circumference, Ifuffered my 
mule to proceed at its own rate ; the confe- 
quehce was^ that the animal being unacquainted 
with the country, at the meeting of fome crofs 
xoads, took the moft level but the wrong way, 
and in a Ihort time left fo many . hills between 
me and the right road, that my fervants pafled 
on without having a glimpfe of me. Upon 
waking out of my reverie I perceived that they 
were not following ; but fuppofing they would 
foon overtake me, I trotted on towards a town 
which I took for Lentini. A runner of water 
drew my beaft out of the path to a well, wherfe 
an old woman was lying on the ground beating 
her breaft and tearing her hair j Ihc was at the 

famp 
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iame timei with afionilhiDg volubility of tongue^ 
icolding a very pretty girl^ who flood near her^ 
with a Allien contemptuous countenance and 
iieady attitude* My mule feemed as much fur» 
prized as I was with her noife and gefture^, and 
^both of us heiitated fome moments whether to 
approach or pafs at a diflauce. However^ a9 
-the fight of me had checked the matron's vio- 
lence, I ventured to draw near and afk the caufe 
of it* That inftant both the females fprang for- 
wards and addreffed me together. They were 
fo agitated and fo boiflerous, that I could uii« 
derftand b.ut little of their difcourfe ; the only 
words I could make out were love, murder^ 
banditti, marriage, the archpriefl, and the devil. 
The old woman's voice failed firfl, and imme- 
diately the yoving one feizing me by the coat, 
^d my mule by the mane, repeated the caule 
of their quarrel in a molt pleaHng tone of voice. 
She was the handfomeft woman 1 had feen in 
the iiland i her a&ion was extremely graceful^ 
but every nerve in her frame feeji^ed to quiver 

with , 
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Vith paffion; nmnberlefs flrongexpreffimis were^ 
«io doubt^ loft to me from my incompetem; ac* 
quaintance with the provincial jargon ; but I 
followed the thread of the ftory without diffi* 
culty* As foon as ihe had entered fairly upon 
the fubjed^ the old woman fuffered her to go 
on for fome time without interruption. 

This girl had been promifed in marriage by 
]ier mother^ the old woman, to a young man 
of their town ; but, a* few days before the time 
on which the wedding was to take place, he 
was drawn into a fcuffle in which he killed his 
antagonifl. Upon this, he fled to the moun^ 
tains and joined the company of a famous cap- 
tain of out-laws, who for twenty years had dc* 
€cd the whole tribe of thief takers ; he had fc- 
vcral times cut his way through troops ofcapitan 
real and efcaped by the fleetnefs of his horfe to 
the caverns and wildernefles that environ ^Ca* 
firogianni. However, the lover was fcarcely en- 
tered as an aflb.ciate, before the captain and all 
his followers were furprized and carried in 

chains 
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ebains to Catania* This account having reached 
the native town of the bridegroom^ a meeting 
of his friends had been held, wherein the arch- 
prieit and a lawyer had propofed that a fum of 
money fliould be raifed, which they would carry 
to Catania to buy him off; but unluckily the 
meeting was poor, and the only refource they 
had was in a legacy left to the bride by an uncle : 
This money ihe fteadily refufed to part with for 
t highwayman, a fellow flie would never marry^ 
though he were to come back. Here the mo- 
ther flipped in a few words to inform me, that 
the caufe of this refufal did not lie in her daugh« 
ter's delicacy, but in her inconftancy \ for (he 
had fallen in love with another man, who had 
leduced her affedions by fecrets of the black-^art 
that he had learnt at Malta. 

The ftorm now began to rage again, and with 
much difficulty 1 obtained a hearing. I told 
them I fufpefted the lawyer meant to trick them 
put of their money, as it was impo0ible it could 
be of any avail in the cafe. I had been informed, 
z that 
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Beyond the town we entered a very fine traft 
of vineyards^ which improved as we gradually 
approached the moirntains of Calatagerone* 

Calatagerone^ a royal cky^ containing about 
feventeen thoufand infaalHtants^ living by agri- 
culture and the making of potter's ware» is 
twenty miles from the fea^ and fituated on the 
fummit of a very high» tnfulated hiU^ embofomed 
in thick groves of cyprefles ; the road to il^ 
though paved^ is very deep, difficult, and dan« 
gerous for any thing but a mule or an afs. I 
wfs conduced to the college of the latcjc- 
fuits ; and^ as the houfe was compleatly ftripped 
of furniture, full of dirt and cobwebs, I appre- 
hended my night's lodgings would be but in- 
different. The fervant belonging to the gen- 
tleman who has the management of this for- 
feited eftate, and to whom I had brought a 
letter requefting a lodging in the college, per- 
ceiving the difScultics we lay under in making 
our fettlement, ran home, and returned in a 
Ihort time with a polite invitation to his 

mafter's 
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mafter's houfe. There was no refufing fuch an 
offer, though I was far from ezpeding anj 
thing beyond a comfortable apartment, and 
homely fare, in a family fettled among the in* 
land mountains of Sicily; but, to my great 
furprize, I found the houfe of the baron of 
Aofabia large, convenient, and fitted up in a 
modern talle with furniture that would be 
deemed elegant in any capital city in Europe. 
Every thing fuited this outward fliew; atten- 
dance, table, plate, add equipage. The baroQ 
and his lady, having both travelled and feen a 
great deal of the world, had returned to fettle 
in their native city, where they affured me I 
might find many families equally improved by 
an acquaintance with the manners of foreign 
countries^ or, at leaft a frequentation, of the beft 
company in their own metropolis. Nothing 
could be more eafy and polite than their addrefs 
and converfation ; and my aftoniihment was 
hourly increafing during my whole ftay. After 
I bad refrelhed myifelf with a Ibort bu( excel* 
£ 3 lent 
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Beyond the town we entered a very fine traft 
of vineyards^ which improved as we gradually 
approached the mountains of Calatagerone* 

Calatagerone, a royal cky^ containing about 
feventeen thoufand inhabitants^ living by agri- 
culture and the making of potter's ware» is 
twenty miles from the fea, and fituated on the 
fummitof a very high, infulated hill, embofbmed 
Hi thick groves of cyprefles ; the road to it, 
though paved, is very fteep, difficult, and dan* 
gerous for any thing but a mule or an afs. I 
w^ cdndufted to the college of the latejc* 
fuits *, and, as the houfe was compleatly ftripped 
of furniture, full of dirt and cobwebs, I appre- 
hended my night^s lodgings would be but in- 
diflTerent. The fervatit belonging to the gen- 
tleman who has the management of this for* 
feited eftate, and to whom I bad brought a 
letter requefting a lodging in the college, per- 
ceiving the difficulties we lay under in making 
our fettlement, ran home, and returned in a 
ihort time with a polite invitation to his 

mafter s 
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mafter^s houfe. There was no refufing fuch an 
ofier^ though I was far from ezpeding anf 
thing beyond a comfortable apartment, and 
homely fare, in a family fettled among the in- 
land mountains of Sicily; but, to my great 
furprize, I found the houfe of the baron of 
Rofabia large, convenient, and fitted up in a 
modern talle with furniture that would be 
deemed elegant in any capital city in Europe. 
Every thing fuited this outward fliew; atten- 
dance, table, plate, acid equipage. The baroQ 
and his lady, having both travelled and feen a 
great deal of the world, had returned to fettle 
in their native city, where they affured me I 
might find many families equally improved by 
an acquaintance with the manners of foreign 
countries, or, at leaft a frequentation, of the beft 
company in their own metropolis. Nothing 
could be more eafy and polite than their addrefs 
and converfation ; and my afloniihment was 
hourly increafing during my whole ftay. After 
I had refreihed myifelf with a Ihort bu( exceU 
E 3 lent 
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wkh^ I fupppfe the nulterials were employed in 
the coQflrfi^iCii of a <:ailk, wkich in its turn is 
compfcariy ruinedt 

Tiie fertility of th^ Leootiiic plains has been 
a Goafiant theriie for admiriition and declamation 
to all authors that have written on the hiilpry of 
thft ifland *• Diodorus, from the ncport of 
others, fays, that in the Leonttne fields, and 
many otk^r parts of Sicily, wheat grew wild; 
but whether he me^mt the common couch^grafs, 
ivhich is called by.botanlits triticum filvifirip 
or any other plant, which by culture could be 
fi> improved as to produce a grain fit for grind- 
ing into wholefome fiour, is s^ point not fuffici* 
tntly explained. It is dear tl\at the wheat plant 
mud have fufiered ibme alteration under ^e 

* ^f i\ Tf AfHtfS vtX^ 3^ Karat voXXuc SXkut viwHs ric 

la htottiitA pla^nitie et apiid multos alios locos Sicilne 
afque ad Iniac..dkm ^uat gigai tritioum quod agrsfte 
Toc^nt. 

operations 
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ffpktaiMm oi agriculture^ and caiMiQt he fi^pofed 
€0 refemble cxtGAy the wild original plaat that 
Rill grows on the wafte. But we have not 
fufficient documents to prove that Sicily is the 
country where the difcovery of the good quali- 
ties of this graia was naade, and from whence 
other countries have derived their knowledge of 
that branch of huibandry K 

About 

* NunuBi LeoRtinocum* 
Ex Argento. 

1. Cap* ApoUbit int^ a folia iiibt. leo eurrent 4B0N« 

TINON—- Figura vir. in quadr* ibpenrolit* vift. 
fttbt. lea 

2. Cap. leonis 4 grana hordd AEONTINOK—- Vir nudut 

equo iQcideai* 7^ 

p Cap, ApolL^Cap.leoo. 4gra&. agontinon. 
4. Cap, iinb. — Gran, hord, AEON. . 
p Cap. kon. AE0HT«^Vtr sud. jft^ns d. paterem i. 

ramum pone foU 
6. Cap. ApoU«-^ap. koo. tf ip»» j £ol. aeontinon. 
J. Xeo dimid. re^^cicM ungue Uoeni ofla—quatvor 

arese dccuft. lacerta A£0. . 
J Fa 8. Leo 



'6B JOlTRNEYTOSYRACUSEf 

' About two miles from Lentihi, we pafled be» 
fpre Carl^tini, a town of three thoulaiui fouls^ 
built by Charles the Fifths and almoft iuine4 

8. Leo dim. refp. AEONTINON — Hafta et clave 2 glob. 

9« Cap. Leon. 4 gran.— In corona heder. AEONTiNnN. 

lo. Cap. Bacchi hed. cor. AEONTlNilN — ^Cap.* Leon.' 

4gr. ' . ^ 

J£x:/Ere. 
I. Cap* imb« laus. — Ceres ftans d. duas ipicas 8. lane 

ten. aratrum AEONTINHN. 
3. Cap. Cerens, atrum— Manipiilus Q>icarum AEONTI- 

NflN. 
3. 2 caj»ta Jugata alt. imb". alt. barb«-*lCf anip. AEON- 

TlNnN. 
4* Cap. ApolK duplici lauro coron^ AEOK-— Aqiiila et 

coluba. • • 

5. Cap. ApoU. 2 pifces AEONTINnN. 
6. -Cap. inib.-i^pagurtis — Mulier vcl. ft. d. papavts s* 

tridentem ten. AEONTINON. 
7. ' Cap. Apoll.— AratranF^ — ^Leo gradiens AEONTINnN. 

8. Cap. ApoU. gran. AEON— ^Tripus et 2 gran. 

9. Dimid. Leonis — Area quadrif. o. x. vac. 

10. Dimid. Leon.— Area quad!*.—- globus et ramiM* 
IX. Cap. imb. laur. Olor A£0 ropriAS* ■ 

by 
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by an earthquake. It was placed di> an efnin 

nence, to be out of the reach pf the unwbole- 

fome vapours of the marfbes. The country bc-r 

hind is very pleafant^ and refemblesnoany tracks 

pf ibreft land in the fouth of Eogland; the hills 

are of moderate elevation^ feparatcd by wildj^ 

woody dingk^y with clear brooks tumbling 

down the rocks^ overibadowed by large vn* 

lopped olive-trees. In the courfe of a few miks^ 

the landfcape grew much barer and the bilU 

bigher ; the furface ilony^ with a ragged co* 

▼ering of fhort graf^. It poflefles few romantic 

beauties, except where the grey rocks yawn to 

yield a paflage for the torrents, and where ibme 

wild fig-trees hang oyer the glocwny hollows* 

From the elevation of the coointry, a variety of 

exquifite views may be enjoyed on every fide, 

principally towards the north-eaft, where iEtna, 

Catania, the firetghts of Medina, and the coail 

of Italy, form the grand line of the horizon. 

The ftrata of the hills near Lentini are to be 

claflcd with the volcanic tribe of ftones ; thefe 

F 3 ended 
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ended gradaalif as I approached the fea, and 
were fucceedcd by a cementation of marine fedi* 
ments. The flocks of (heep that wand^ in tha 
paftures are almoft all black ; the eWes had al^ 
ready yeaii^. I now came^to the brow of this 
high country, and commanded the whole traft 
of low lands along the gulf of Augufta. The 
vale immediately at the fbot of the hills ' it 
acatly planted with Agrumi, and divided into 
Tineyards and gardens, watered by copious 
ftreams that turn a ftriog of mills. Bey(uid this 
well'culti voted flip of land/lies a wide range of 
barren heath along the fea-fiiore. Augufta is a ■ 
fine objed from this point of view, fituated on a 
narrow peninfula at the bottom of a bay. We 
foon after defcended to the beach, near an an- 
cient monument called L'Agulia, or Needle, 
fuppofed to have been erected by Marcellus in 
commemoration of his conquqft of Syracufe ^^ 
It coniifts of a pedeftal, nine feet fquare, built 
with feven courfes of ftones. It has the zocle 

* D'0i*ville thinks it was a tomb. 
I entire. 
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entire^ ai^d faint (rices of the ciyrhice. Upon^ 
this wa$ placed a loUnd buildings a£ whkh eight 
coiHrfes of tbe fldoe^woik rermiias but much 
ihakeii ; tbe upper {>art! was thrown dofwn ia^ 
1$^, by tbe fliock of jin eartb(|Dake» Fazzello 
iay$ it wa« (^ a pyrathidictl form} but as thair 
afutbor Ibews Uttle khowledge of architefttvo 
on otber occafions^ I r^ her truft to the tefti- 
ZDppy of the part that remains; this is clearly 
r^ond^ af>d indicates a cdlumn of man^ pieces, 
not a pyramid. Two atten^pcs hstve been made 
to break into the dye of the pedeftal^ in hopes 
of hidden treafure ; but^ as they do not feem to 
have been able to penetrate, I infer thut the 
whole is a folid piece of mafoniry^ 

On a hill weftward is Mclelli, a town where 
the fugar-cane is flill cultivated. Near the fea 
are ponds for making fait, which is piled up in 
great conical heaps. At the point of the penin- 
fula of Magnifi is one of the mod productive 
tunny liberies in Sicily. After four miles rid- 
ing from tbe AgugUa, we came to a ridge of 
F 4 high 
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high rocks that run from eaft to weft, and fiiut 
up the plain entirely. On the fummit are the 
ruinsof the walls, with which the ancient city 
of Syracufe was furrounded ; an afcent is cut 
through the rock, at a place called Scala Greca, 
where the tower is fuppofed to have flood that 
was furprifed by the Romans. Having gained 
the fummit, I traverfcd a large plain, four miles 
wide, full of loofe ftones, but divided into or- 
chards. I then arrived at the defcent on the 
fouth fide, and had a full view of Syracufe and 
its environs. The biihop of this fee, who was 
apprized of my coming, was fo obliging as to 
meet me out of town, and carry me in his 
coach to a very handfome apartment in hispalaqe. 
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SECTION XLVL 

TH £ fame of dates now no longer exifting 
lives in books or tradition ; and we reve* 
rence their memory in proportion to the wifdotn 
of their laws, the private virtues of their citi* 
zens, the policy and courage with which they 
defended their own dominions, or advanced 
their victorious ftandards.into thofe of their ene- 
mks : fome nations have rendered their name 
lluftrious, though their virtues and valour had 
but a very confined fphcre to move in ; while 
other commonwealths and monarchies have fub- 
dued worlds, and roamed over whole continents 

in 
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in fearch of power and glory. Syracufe muft 
be numbered in the former clafs, and among 
the moft diftinguilhed of that clafs : In public 
and private weakh, magnificence - of buildings, 
military renown, and excellence in all arts and 
fciences, it ranks higher than moft nations of 
antiquity -, the great names recorded in its annals 
flill command our veneration, though the tro- 
phies of their viftories, and the monuments of 
their Ikill, have long beeh fwept away by the 
hand of time ♦, 

!n 

* Nummi Syracufanorttm. 
Ex Auro. 
• I. Jovis caput laur. fulmen XYPAKOSinN— Pcgafut 
ATZON. 
i. Cap. Herctilis imb. tYPAK— -Area quadrifida in me- 
dio cap, miiliebre lYPA. , 
3*.Cftp. mulicb. concha lyra SflTElPA— C«p. Apoll. 
lyra et triangulum STPAKOCEION.' 

4. Cap. Apoll.— Lyra ZTPAKOSmN. 

5. Cap. Apoll.— Vas ardens— Tripus lYPAKOJlinN* 

6. Cap. mulicb. gran. hord. lYPAKOSIflN KI— Hcrcu- 

Ict Icon. Aran. gran. 

;• Cap. 
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Id the iketch prefixed to this tour^ die SicU 
Itan hiftory is in a maimer that of Syracufe, and 
therefore fufficient to give as much infight inta 
the revolutions of that republick^ as is necefiary 
for underfianding my obfervations on its prefent 
ftate* Its chronicles commemorate endleis and 
bitter diflentions among the feveral ranks of 
citizens^ the deftrudlion of liberty by tyrants^ 

their 

7. Cap. mul. 4 deIph.-«>Vir ia quadr. triquetra ZYPAr 

KODION. 

8. Cap. vir iixib. — ^Vir ia bi j;a trique. SYPAKO^inN. 
9* Cap. Cereris^-cdrnucopiae XYPA1C021ON'— fiiga in 

qua vir alat. barb. luna annulus ElIHICfiTA* 

10. Cap. iinb.«-Vir in biga T SYPAKGZIQN. ^ 

11. Cap. muK-<»S«pia. 

12. Cap. mulieb. eleph. dent* cor.—- Bos XYPAfCOSinN. 

13. Cap. oiuU diad. 4 pifc.£YPAKO£inN— -Quadriga fig. 
: flol. fuperv. vi^. corona* fpica. 

X4« Vuitus plenus capill. contort, fpic. cor*4pifc.— 
Biga fup. vol. vi6t. ct cor. imp. 

15. Cap. Pallad. gal.— Cap. Medufse. 

16. Cap. id. SYPAFCOXmN— Diana grad. pharct. arc. 

tend, canis ad pedes sa SYPAKOSinN. 

117. Cap. 
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their jezpulfion and re-eftablilhrnent, viAories 
over the Carthagmians^ and many noble ftrug- 
glea to vindicate the rights of mankind, till^he 
fatal hour arrived when the Roman Leviathan 
Iwallowed all up. Inglorious peace and infig* 
fiificance was afterwards for many ages the k)€ 
c£ Syracufe; and, probably^ the fituation was 
9n eligible one, except in times of fuch gover<» 

nors 

17. Cap. id. cap. Boris N— Pegafus • 

18. Cap. Apoll. ITN — Cap. Dianse arcus. 

•19. Gap. imb. SYPAKOSinN — Equus decurrcns In qua* 

drata area SYPAKOSinN. 
20. Jovis Cap. Y2 EABY0EPIor— Pcgafus TtPAKOUaH. 

Ex Argento. 

1. Cap. Paliadis gal — Dianx phar. canis ISA. 

2. Cap. mill, prifc— .2YPAK0imN — ^Polypus, 

3. Cap. mul. SYPAKormN— Vir nud. equo inf. 

4. Facies mul- pi. 3 prifc.*— Vir nud. eques. lyra. 

5. Cbp. averfa imb. laur. SYPAKQlifiN prifc— Eqmjs 

flella. 
€. Cap. mul. in quad.— Eques SYPA. 
7. Cap. Apoll. SYPAKOSlfiN—Xriquctra, 

3 8. Capb 



Hon as Vetits. At length Rohie lierfelf fell in 
her turn a prey to conqueft, and Barbarians di- 
vided her ample fpoils. The Vandals feized 
upon Skily ; but it foon was wreAed from them 
by Tbeodoric the Goth^ and at hts death fell 
into the hands of the EaAern Emperor. To- 
tila affli<$ed Syracufe with a long but (ruitleft 
fiege; but it was not fo well defended ^againft 

the 

8« Cap. Cereris 5 prifc.*— Vir togat, in quadr. fupr* 

triquat. AI ITPAKOZIfiN. 
9* Cap. Cerer. 4 pifc, SYPAKOIinN— Qjiadr. Vidton 

tropxa. 
10. Cap, muL diad. 4 prifc— Vi6l. in qoadr. y\Gt^ 

fuperv. cor. triton bifida cauda vas ten. hiimero* 

piicis. fquilla. 
XX. Cap. Here, imb.— Quadrig. yi6t. fupervol. 2 vafe* 
12* Fac* mul. plen. diad. capit. contort. 3 pifc. — Mulier. 

in quad. vi£l. fuperv. I fpica. 
13. Cap. mul. 4 pifc. DTPAKOSinN — Vir nud. in big* 

vi£t. fuperfiante d. coronam ten. 
X4« Cap. ApoU. 4 prifc. STPARlosinN— Vir in big. fu- 

pervol. vi6t. leo. 
I5» Cap. Here, barb.— Vir nud. in big. MIA ZTPAKO- 

SmN. • 16. In 
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the Saracens^ Thcfe cruel eBemfe? took it 
-twwty and excrcifed the mod fa¥«ge4)*rbarities 
0n the wretched Inhabitants. The intkfels kept 
pofleffickn of it two hundred years^ and Made 
an d>fiinate fefiftance againft earl Roger in this 
-fortreft^ which was one of the laft o^ their pof- 
JB^flidni that yielded! to his v^oi»i(m9 arms. 

■ •' ^' •' ; The 

i&. Ip area rotunda decufs. cap. xnuU— Bka snCI^A.. 
27. Cap. muL diad. 4 pifces %YPAKO£mN-.Diinid. 

1 8. Cap. muU— In quadr. area SYPA 2 pifces. 
.19. Cap. muI.---Area quadr. 

20. Cap. Pall. No£lua ramo infid. clava SYPAKOSinN. 

21. Aquila ardeam difcerp. SYPAKQSinN^Pagarut 

a pifc. 
12. Vir nud. trid. Jacul. StPAKOSinN-rProra oavis. 
23. Cap. ApoU.— Lyra lYPAKOSIftN. 
^4. Cap. Jovis— Tridena 2 pifc. SYPAK02inN. 

25. Cap. mul. plena facie 4 pifCsSY AN— Vir nad. clyp. 

et haft, ten* leo. 

26. Cap. Pall, pifc— Fulmen SYPAKOSmN VAS. 
a?. Cap. id. — Pcgafus XYPAKOrmN trtqiwtra. 
2$. Cap. id. clava. pifcis SYPA«-Pegafu8i tri^u. 

29. Cap. 
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The ancient city of Syracttfe was of a trian^ 
gular form, and confifted of five parts or towns. 
Ortygia, or the iiland ; Acradina^ that faced 
the fea ; Tycha, joined to Acradina on the eaft; 
Ncapolis, which lay along the fide of the great 
port ; and, at the eaftem extremity, Epipola?, an 
uninhabited trad inclofed- within the city-walls ; 
fome lofty rocks, crowned with ramparts, formed 

aftrong 

19. Cap. id, — Pegafus. triquetral 

50. Duo capita imb, gal. pegata — Pegafus cum habc- 

DIS A. 
31. Cap. mulieb,— Pegafus XI, 
3 a. Cap. mal. cap. bovinum — Pegafus SYPAKOSinN'. 
%y Cap. Pall. — ^Pegafus bibens. 

34. Cap. Herculis — In area quadr. cap. mul. LTPA. 

35. Cap. mul. pi. facie — ^Noftue ram. infift. 

' 36. Cap. Jovis SETS EAEYeEPIor— Pegafus 2TPAK0- 
ZIHN. 
^7. Cap. Jovis SETS EAEYeEPIor— Fulmcn. gr. hord, 
STPAKOSinN, 

38. Cap. Cereris SYPAKOXinN— -Fig. Alata in bi^, fulm. 

fpic. EnHKETA. 

39. Cap. ApolL SYPAK0£inN-.<;ap, Dian« tupus* 

40. Cap* 
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a flrong defence all round, except in Neapoli^^ 
where the walls crofled the low grounds. The 
circuit, according to Strabo^ amounted to i8a 
fiadia, or 22 Englilh miles, and four furlongs ; 
an account I once fufpedted of exaggeration, 
but, after fpending two days in tracing the 
ruins, and making reafonable allowances for 

the 

40* C^p. muU plen. fac. gal. et alat* 4 pifces — Mulier 
in quadriga vift. fuperv. 2 pifces. 

41. Cap. mul. fpicis red. 4pifc. XYPAKOSinN — Spica. 

42. Cap. mul. 4 pifc. XTPAKOSinN — Hmid. Pcgafi— 

ileila. 

Ex ^re. 
X. Cap. vir rad. — Mul. grad. luna in capite et baculo 
in fin. rrPAKOLinN. 

2. Idem — Fig. nud. d. cor. s. bacillum XTPAKOSinW. / 

3. Cap. vir imb. — Mul. flol. flans, d. iceptr. s. bacul. 

2YPAK02inN. 

4. Cap. vir. barb. fpic. red. — ^Diana. canis. 

5. Cap. DianaB"— Vir nud. phar. s. arc. d. cornuc. 

SYPA. 

6. Cap. gal.— Viaoria animal facriiicans IYPAKO- 

XinN. 

7. Cap, 



• YltACUSt. it 

the encrmchments of the fea^ I was convioced 
of the exad^nefa of his meafurement. 

O R T Y G I A. 

Ortygia Is of an oblong ihape^ about two 
miles in circumference, and lies between two 
bays, the great and fmall harbour. The Siculi 
had a fettlement here before Archias came 

from 

7* Cap. mul. STPA— -della in ar. decufs. 

8. Cap. ApoU. MOZ EAAANIOY— -Aquila fiilin. infid. 

ftclla STPAKOSmN. 

9. Cap. Apoll. — Aquila fulm. infid. Mia. 
10. Cap. Jovis in laur. — Aquila lyra. 

r I • Cap. Herculls*— • Aqnila. 

12. Cap* b^b. diad. ladfe— Tridens SYPAROSmN'. 

13. Cap. Jovis— MuL ft. d. tcm. s. haft. XtPAKOtlflM, 

14. Cap. mul. pifcis— Stella SYPAKOSiaNT— pifcei. 

15. Gap. id. — polypus. 

1 6. Mulieris facies plena — polypus. 

tf. Cap. mul. concha XtPAKOSlflN— Taurus AK. i« 

pifces. 
i9. Ciap. mul. concha. — Delpbini itux pi'nea SYPA. 
Vol. IV. e 19. Duo 
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from G>rinth with his Greeks and drbve th^tn 
into the inland country* When population in- 
creafed to that amazing degree that Ortygia 
became unable to contain the inhabitants^ the 
narrow arm of the fea that made it an iiland was 
£lled up^ and a peninfula formed. During the 
triumvirate^ Sextus Pompeius treated Syracufe 

with 

19. Duo capita gal. Jug.— Delphin 3 Jacula. K0« 

20. Cap. Pall. 2YPA— Stella int. j delp. 

21. Fades imb.plen. — Dimld. Pegafi ZYPAKOSinK. 

22. Cap. Jov. EAEOS— Dimid. Peg. ITPAKOZmN. 

23. Cap. muL. SYPAfCOZinN— Dim. Peg. 

24. Cap. vir. laur. imb. £YPAKO£mN — Dim.£qui.delp. 

25. Pall. cap. gal. 2 delph. SYPA-^Pidrix triquetra. 

26. Cap. imb. vir. 2YPAKOXION— Piftrix. 

27. Cap. martis ZYPAKOSinN— Pegafus S. 

28. Cap. Apoll. lYPAKOZinN— Pegafus A. 

29. Minotaurus cap. plcno delph. 2 lYPAKOSinN— Vir 

nud. in quad. Vi6t. fupero. 2 corones imp. 

30. Cap. mul. Apia— Vir. nud. in quadr. ftella ZYPA- 

KOZmN. 

31. Cap. roul. 4 delph. XTTPAKOSinN— mulier in biga 

yid. fupera* 

32. Cap 
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with gr^at. rigOV^i and when It was refiored hy 
order, of Auguftusj the ciiizcns were confined 
to the original ifland^ and the {xarts of Acradina 
that bordered upon it^ and the reft of the mod 
niagnifiGent cityap the world was left to become 
Afi habitation of wild beafts^ and birds of the 
night. Such !ffM^^^ A^^c ^h^n taken by the 

Mufful- 

32. Cap. mul ^Cfi SYPAKOZini^— Biga. flella.'f. 
. J3« Cap. vk. barb, laur.— -Vid. in biga. luna XYPAKO- 

34* Ifianae cap. snT£IPA-~FuImen ZYPAKOSIOH. 

35. Cap. Jovis — ^Fulmen Acis STPAKOLinN. 

36. Cap. Pall.— Fulracn lYPAKOSinw. 

37. Cap. Jov. i:eT£ EAEeBPlOS— Pegafui £¥PARO* 

38. Cap. Herculis — ^Pegafus, 

39* Duo cap. Jug. z pifcei ZYPAKOItnN.— -Equus N 

fpica^ 
40. Cap. imb»-^quuSft 
41* Cap. barb.— muL flant d, fciCiam s. haft. ZYPAKO- 

SinN. 
42. Cap. imbk fpic. red.f->C^res d. fapaa. i. t«Jaiir» 

ZYPAKOXIQN. 

O a 43* Co- 
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Muflulmen ; it then fuffered &t\\ farther 4$vaft9» 
tion^ and was reduced to Ortygta ialonti At 
prefcnt it is ftrongly fortified towards the land ^ 
and the ditches of the bafttons form the com« 
munications between the two havens. It is 
rery weak towards the fea; but the ihetveft 
render it has^t^ous to debark ott that fide. The 

garrifon 

43. Cereris cap. — 2 taedx SYPAKCTglON. 

44. Cap. imlx gram. red. SYPAKOEinN— ?Ia coi:on.r 

pamp. aretnim. 
4^. Cap, Cerer. cornucopiae— In cbron. fpkar. STFA- 

KOSinN. 
415. Cap. Gelouis diad. areas SYPAfeonnM. Lea clav» 

et arciitf. 

47. Cap. vir. diad. SYPAKOimN.-— Triquetra* 

48. Nept. cap. trid— Triquetra STYPAKOnnN. 

49. Cap. mul. SYPAKOSmN— Dimid. minft. 

50. Cap. Herciil. — Pharet. arcus SY. 

51. Cap. Apoll.— Pharetra SYPAKOSmil. 
^2. Cap. imb.— dava'SYPAKoimN. 

53. Cap. fpic. red — la laurel clava. 
, 54. Cap. PaikdrsYPAKOSinN— Eqiids haflara gcr. a^ 
55. Cap. imb.— Eqiies lYPAKOSinN. 

' 56. Cap. 
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gamfoD is omiof ttc beH-^^poidted in the 
kingdom; bu(t I think the he^tsivf Acraditia 
coknmand the wcutks. 

AixQUt cighcecai thou(ahd inhabitants are now 
^ontiained in it: The dwellings are far. from 
bemg memorials 6i adcient Syicacu&n architeC'^ 
ture or opulence. In any other fituation they 

might 

>56v Cap, AfotU— D))(>.£4mt^ matiibus iuUstis STPA. 
KosmN. 

57. Cap. HeituL ZYPAkoXislN^^-MiiicrTa (lam <« dyp. 

d. had. rota. 

58. Cap. mul.^Leo ^yPAKO^IOK. 

59. Cap. ApoU. delphin.— Trf p»s ETPAKOEinK. 

60. Cap. min.— 2 pifcus STPA— Piftrix. 

6f . Cap. radian^mifel g^ad. cum haft, et ctyp. £YPA« 

62. Cap. Jovis— Aquila tripus KG. 

6 J. Cap. JovU SEIAA^— tridetis a pifces £. 

64. Cap. imb. DfPAlCOSinN— Equus recumbcns. 

65. Cap. imb. — Flos, 2 fpicsfc STPAKOlSinN. 

66. Diio cap. averfa barb«»-*»lnftriiincntuni quoddam 

LTPAKOSinN. 

67. Cap« Cereris — Pegafui* 

G 3 68. Cap. 
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might biC thought tolerable ; but to^obfervers 
who refledk on the fiyle of thbfe bmldingii that 
probably once covered the fame ground, the 
prefent edifices ihuft have a mean appearance. 
The cathedral now dedicated to Our Lady of 
the Pillar, was. the temple of Minerva, on the 

68. Cap. Jovis— Mulier ftans d. coron* s. haft. £YPAK0- 

xmN. 
. 69. Cap. HercuUs — SYPAKOSlflN — ^Minprva enfc et 

clyp. arm. 
. . 70. Cap. muU olea. cor. red. ZYPAKO£inK.— Boa cor- 

niipeta clava 4>I2. 

71. Cap. mul. 2YI»AK.0IinN— Dim. Pcgafi. 

72. Cap. mul. graq. red. ZYPAKOimN— Mulfcr in 

biga — llella S. 
.73. Cap, Jovis — Fulmea. pifcis SYPAKOSinN. 

74. Cap, mul. diad^-In 4 partibus SYPA. 2 pifcei. 
• 75* ^^P- Apoll.— Triquetra, 

76. Cap. imb. — ^Stella 4 radios 2 pifcc$ 2YPA. 

77. Cap. vir. barb. IYPAKO£lftN=:Leo ♦ 

78. Cap. Apoll.-rPolypus. 

79. Cap. Jani rad. barb. — Locufla SYPAKOSIQN^ 

80. Cap. Cercris — Equus. 

8 1. Cap. Minerva— Pegafu8» 

fumtnlt 
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fumtnit df which her ftatue was fixed^ holding 
a broad refulgent fliield. Every Syracufan that 
failed out of the port was bound by his religion 
to carry honey^ flowers^ and aihes» which he 
threw into the fea, the inftant he loft fight of 
the holy buckler 5 this was to enfure a fafe re- 
turn. The church is made out of the old 
building; the walls of the cella are thrown 
down, and only as much left/ in pillars as is 
neceflary to fupport the roof; the intcrcolum- 
niations of the peryftile are walled up *. This 
temple is built in the old Doric proportions 
ufed in the reft of Sicily ; its exterior dimen- 
fions are 185 feet in length, and 75 in breadth. 
The columns taper, have twenty flutings, and 
meafure at the bafe fix feet five inches; their 

* Mirabella has given a moft erroneous (jlrawing of this 
temple ; and D'Orville's draughtfman has indulged his 
imagination, without paying any attention to the prefent 
Hate of the edifice. The work lately publifhed by Mr^ 
Houel, a French painter, contains different views of this 
edifice. 

G 4 height. 
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height^ mcluding the capital, md a Csi^ll focte 
inftead of bafe^ is 3 it fej$t .9 inches. 

The portico and frontifpiece were deftroyed 
by an earthquake, and a new facade erededy 
which reflects little honour on the judgement or 
ikill of the architect ; he has eonlpofed a front 
of the Corinthian order^ quite dilferent froni 
the ftyle of the infide, ai)d loaded it with fo 
many frivolous ornao^ntsy and fubdivided it 
into fo many trifling partly that a^l grandeur of 
effedt, fymmetry, and tafte, are compleatly 
baniihed. There are alfo fome remains of 
Diana's temple, near to St. Paul's church ; but 
not recnarkable, I could find lio other ruins in 
the ifland, and indeed was furprifed even thcfe 
ihould ezift in a place fo often devaftated by 
enemies, and fo Ihaken and unhinged by fre* 
quent convulfions of the globe. A mofi de- 
ftrudlive fhock happened in the fifteenth cen» 
tury ; but was flight, in comparifon of the hor- 
rid concuflion of 1693. On the nth of Janu- 
ary, the earth fliook during a fpace of fouy 

fninuteS| 



miQutes^ and overturned aloKift eyerjr cityoa 
the eafiera coaft. One fourth of the mhabitanty 
of Syracufe perifhed under the mips of their 
hou&s-— Augufia was levelled to thp ground^ 
with half its people cruihed to death; but 
Catania had the largeii: proportion of calamity— - 
Above fixty thoufand perfbns loft their lives in 
Sicily in th^c fatal hour. 

The quay is fn^all^ yet | fear it is more than 
fufficicnt for every commercial purpofe of the 
port. Near it is a large pool of water defended 
from the fea by a wall, and almoft hidden by 
houfes on every other fide. — The water is not 
ialt^ but brackiih, and fit for no purpofe but 
walhing linen. This is the celebrated fountain 
of Aretbufa^ whofe foft poetical name is known 
to every reader.— The fable of the nymph and 
her conftant lover Alpheus, the excellence of 
the fpring, and the charms of its fituation, are 
themes on which ancient and modern poets 
have indulged their fancy, and exercifed their 
pens. Alas ! how altered I rubbilh chokes up 

its 
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it^ wbokfome -fotfrecs,' the^ waves have found a 
paflage through the rocks,, which repeated 
earthquakes have fplit ; and not a iifh is to be 
feen in it. Sometimes, after an earthquake, it 
has been left dry 5 and, at other times, the whole 
mafs of its waters have been tainted by fubter- 
raneous effluvia. Its fountain-head probably 
lies among the neighbouring hills. Not Are- 
thufa alone, but' all the furrounding objefts, 
imprint a melancholy fenfation on the mind, 
while it draws a comparifon between the prefent 
humble ftate of things, and their oncfe flouriih- 
ing condition. The ancients have left pom- 
pous defcriptions of the traffic carried on in this 
well-fit uatcd port *, the almoft incredible wealth 
poffeffed by its citizens, and the fplendid edi- 
fices upon which they laviftied a great part of 
their riches. I had already viewed the defert 

* It was common among the apcicnts to reprove any 
perfon boafting of his own or another's wealth by a prp- 
verbial farcafm ; <« The tenth part of a S^racufan fortune 
*' was more than all that.'* 

fitcs 



8 Y R A C CT S B« 91 

fitcs of many great ancient cities ; and had as 
pftcn naourned over their remains ; but never 
did I feel the imprcffion of pity and regret fo 
itrong as in wandering among the ruins of 
Syracufe/ 



SECTION XLVIL 

ACRADINA. 

I PROCEEDED to Acradma, which ex- 
tends over two confidcrable levels, the . firft 
low and ev|xi with the iiland, the other, divided 
• from the firft by a natural wall of rocks, lies on 
the fame heights with Tycha. As I kft my 
lodgings early, in order to fpend the whole day 
in the old city, I formed a regular pl^n of rid- 
ing round, clofe to the walls, meafuring and 
drawing every material objcft. In the low 
grounds ftands the church of St. John, one of 
the oldeft churches in Sicily ; it covers the en 

trance 



tradcc of tmoieiife cacaoombs, whei!ethe cmcieftt 
Syracufaos buried their dead ; tbe priqiittve 
fiuthful are fuppofed to have aOTea^ed bere 
fecrecly in times of perfecution^ and aUb to bat4» 
interred their brethren in thefe vaula. The 
pillars of the church are in the oldeft, heavieft^ 
and fimpleft ftyle of Gothic, and the walls 
covered with very bad painting, I haftened to 
the vaults, which are formed in ftreets cut 
through one continued itratum of foft (lone, a 
fediment of marine bodies. Thefe fubtcrra- 
neous allep crofs each other in many directions, 
and are hewn with bjore care and ri^iarity than 
tbe catacombs of St* Januarius at Na{>le8{ thoft 
of Rome are not to be compared with either* 
At dated diftances I came tp lirge cirdulaif 
rooms lined with flucco, and pierced at top to 
admit light and air« On each tid^ bf the walk 
ire receiTes cut into the rock, and in/ the fldonf 
of thefe cavities coffins of all fij|6S have been 
hollowed oiiti fome even fo fmill a^ to be fin 
for nothing but the reception of i ^cat or a lap^f 
2 dog» 



dog. lo fttiK^ ptsccs there are twenty tcooghi^ 
ooe behind another; fteletooskave been oftca 
found in thea}» with a piece of nooney ia tlwilr 
inouths. I teen % gokd coiot of the time of lct$u 
that waa y\A taken out of the jaws of a body 
lopnd ia a; tomb here* 

From hence I afcmded the ]|tll ta a convent 
of Capuchin, friars^ a l^ht neat chnrchk Whw 
z. firanger walks up to this monaflery, he feisis 
near bim neither verdure nor tree ; all appeals 
one bare dreary rock^ and little does he fufpiedt 
he is within reach of extenfive: orchards, whic;ii 
by their produce yield a haihdibnic inconae to 
the friars. No fight can be moce fingular. tfaafi 
the gardens of this convent, which are in fooQ^ 
meafure fubterraneous, being contained in the 
areas of iounenfe excavatioOl, nade by cutting 
ftone for the ancient city. Idefeended by a 
ih>pe into thefe extraordinary bowers, where 
my view was confined on all fides by fhaggy 
walls of great height, either purpofely hewn 
into.fhape, or rudely figured by the corrofive 

fea 
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feaair. Huge mafles have been broken o'rf| 
and rolled on the platform, where they contri* 
bute to the compofitibn of a moft wild, yet 

. folemn pidture. The area is covered with a 
thick grove of trees, loaded with rich-fcented 
bloflbms and beautiful fruit; I was delighted 
with their variety of kinds, vigour of growth, 
and brilliancy of foliage; the flim branches of 
the pale olive were interwoven with the bulhy 
heads of orange, lemon, bergamot and cedrat- 
trces, while the tender colour of the full-blown 
almond formed a fine contraft with the fi^ry 
buds of* the pomegranate, jufl: burftihg into 
blow.. The gardeners have fkilfuUy increafed 
the variety of their fruits by grafting and bud* 
ding, and have procured a great diverfity in their 
tafte and colour. One of the friars brought mc 

/ an orange, halfof which was the original red 
pulp of that fruit, the other half was the tough 
pale flelh of the cedrato. 

There are feveral fepulchres in thefe quarries, 

|nd fome projcdions of the ftone are fcooped 

I itito 
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into riiigs, by which I corycAure, that, after the | 

place ceafed to be ufed as a quarry, it was con- 
verted into a prifon. ' 

The vaults of this convent have the property 
of dryipg the bodies of the dead in a very Ihort 
fpace of time { after which they are drcfled in 
religious habits, and placed as Ilatues in niches 
on each fide of fubterraneous alleys. 

1 pafTqd on to the fea fide, where no traces 
of antiquity fubfift, except fome fteps and a 
few courfes of ftones ; not a vcftige of houfe, 
temple, or monument, is to be feen on this ex- 
tenfive plain, once the moft crowded, beft-built 
quarter of Syracufe. It is difficult to conceive 
what can fo thoroughly have cleared the furface, 
or, as I may fay, annihilated the materi^b 
with which fo large a city was built ; the rock 
is foft and friable, but fcarcely fo brittle ^s to 
fall into dud in the air, and be quite blown 
away i nor could any works or buildings within 
many miles of Syracufe have employed a tenth 
.part of what was ndceffary for the conftrudion 

of 
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of fuck a town* The fea has undermia<»d the 
jhore^ and confumed that part on .which the 
walls were founded. 



, S E C T I O N XLVIIL 

AT the bottom of the bay of Manghifi, 
formerly called Thapfus, near the port 
of the Trogili^ now called Stentino, Achradma 
terminated^ and Tycha commenced. 

T Y G H A. 

The outermofl: wall ereded by Dionyfius the 
dder is vifible without interruption for fome 
milcsi. following all the imuofities of the hiil 
from ScalaGneca^ tiirough which I had en- 
tered this ancient inclofure. At a fmall diftance 
from, this place, I came to a fecond gate, of 
which a great part is jet fhnding. From hence 
I traced a ftreet by the marks of wheels deeply 
worn in the rock, and by the holes in the mid- 
dle 
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die wfaelre the beafts that drew the carriages 
placed their feet ; this indicates that vehicles in 
common u(e were drawn by horfes yoked one 
before another. The fame marks were vifible 
wherever any traces of ftreets could be difco- 
Vered. The fields within and near the walls arc 
covered with immehfe heaps of ftones thrown 
confufedly together. Oh the dutiide of the 
walls^ a green ilope reaches from the foot of the 
rocks to the plain^ and is covered with aged 
olivc'^trees of great fize. 

' ^ EPIV OL JE. 

At the promontory, where the declivity is 
eafy towards the country, and the grove re- 
markably thick, I difcerned the traces of a high 
road : here I imagine ftood that part of the 
wall that had fix doors in it, and was called 
Hexapylum* A little farther, the hill grows 
contraded arid almoft covered with the ruins of 
a fortrefs^ probably Eurialus ; they are piled up 
on feveral hillocks, and command a full view of 

Vol. IV. H the 
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the country on both fides of Sy racufe. Towards 
the north, tlie eye wanders over vaft plains, along 
ia Ime of coaft to the foot of ^^tna, whofe mighty 
cone (huts up the horizon with unfpeakable 
inajefty ; the mountains of Italy rife like clouds 
oh each Gde of it. The fouthern profpefl: pre- 
fents a very different landfcape, but not left 
pleafing ; the city of Syracufe feems to float on 
the bofom of the waters, guarding the entrance 
of its noble harbour* The Plemmyrian penin- 
fula locks it in on the oppofite ihore, and beyond 
it a fine expanfe of fea ftretches away to Cape 
Fafifaro. The hills of Noto bound the view to 
the fouth-weft, and the fore-ground is a tradt 
of rich level plains thickly planted and watered 
by the winding ftreams of the Anapus* 

* This fpot was the extremity of Epipoix, 
and confequently of the whole city, but not of 
the rocks, which run two miles farther weft, 
and terminate in a lofty protuberance, called 
from the extenfive profped it commands, Bcl- 

* Cluverias thinks that Epipolae extended to Belvedere. 

vederc. 
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vedere. Epipolse was not taken into Syracufe, 
and inclofed with walls, till the reign of the 
elder Dionyfius ; he employed fo many thou- 
fands of men, carts, and oxen, and gave fuch 
bounties to the able and aAive labourer, that iti 
twenty days he compleated a wall of large hewn 
flone, three miles and fix furlongs in length 2 
the walls between Epipolse, Tycha, and Nea- 
polls were afterwards demolifhed asufelefs. 

I now purfued my round in a contrary direc- 
tion, following the wall on the fouth fide of the 
city; parallel with its ruins, which are not fo 
apparent here as on the northern afpedt, runs a 
flream brought from Monte Crimiti in fubterra- 
neous channels : it was thus kept out of fight 
till it entered the walls, left any enemy fliould 
difcover it, and cut off the fupply. Soon after 
the aquedud has pafled the place where the 
caftle of Labdalum flood, the water appears 
above grpund * j under the ruins of Labdalum 

* Authors do not agree whether thefe or the Latomise 
in Neapolis were the prifona in which Dionyfius confined 
his enemies. 

H 2 is 
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is a quarry^ or latomis. Near this fpot feveral 
ftreets crofled each other, but no remams are to 
be found of any buildings. 

T Y C H A. 

I difcovered two regular oblong areas, deep 
cut in the rocky ftratum, which I fuppofc were 
the foundations of fome hall or temple. Leav* 
ing the wall at a diftance on my right hand, 
I rode along the firaight line of the fiream, now 
received into an aqvtedud upon arches, and 
conveyed to fome mills, where it falls with 
great force, and afterwards tumbles down the 
fleps of the ancient theatre at Neapolis. 

NEAPOLIS. 

As the greater portion of this place of en* 
tertainment was hewn out of the live rock, little 
detriment has accrued from the lapfe of ages; but 
all that was built upon this foundation has dif« 
appeared. What remains forms a moft roman- 
tic fcene, for the white fteps are half hid with 
bulhes oi various kinds \ fome tall poplars wave 

their 
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their heads over the ruin^ and the waters in full 
cafcades and beautiful mafles roll from rock to 
rock. When the theatre was in its perfed ftate^ 
the approach to the upper feats was upon a 
level with Tycha •, Acradina lay even with the 
n^iddle part^ and the people from Ortygia and 
Neapolis afcended to it. Two broad roads, 
carried deep through the rock in a femicircular 
form, meeting at the theatre, opened eafy com- 
munications between the high and the low 
town. On each fide of thefe roads fepulchral 
caves were hollowed out, and fome flill retain 
the bodies depofited within them. On the front 
wall of the grand circumambulatory paflfage (that 
ran horizontally through the Theatre, and, di-* 
viding the feats into two parts, ferved as a gene- 
ral communication,] are two iofcriptions; one of 
them much damaged ; the lettets AAKEO*IN 
are legible, and perhaps .are part of the archi- 
tea's name — ^The other in diftindfc charaders runs 
thus, BASIAISSAS^IAISTIAOS, a queen of 
whom no mention occurs in hiilory, though 
H 3 her 
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her medals in filver are frequently met with*. 
It is a difpute whether fee was queen of Syra- 
cufe or of fome other country ; Count Gaetani 
de la Torre, a learned antiquary and diredor of 
the college of Syracufe, who firft difcovered 
thefe infcriptions, believes her to have been 

* Baron de Retdcfd, author of " Lc Voyage en Sicilc ct 
dans la Grande GrcccV thinks the infcription too perfect 
for fuch antiquity^ and the chara6):er8 unlike thofe ufed in 
thtfrft ages of Greece. He ipeaks of the medals having 
only the initials B and <X> upon them, whereas the words 
Ba<rtXi(T<7as 4>tAir»^ are at full length on a coin adually in 
my poileffion. —The tyrants Ihe is fuppofed to have been 
married to died only 368 years before Chrift, confequently 
many ages after the arts began to flouriflx in Greece,— Nor 
can I conceive what purpofe the forging of this' infcription 
could anfwer. — If the impoftor had wifhed to ellablifli the 
fame of the unknown queen, he would have thrown out 
fome hints of her parentage and hiftory. 
£x Argenta* 

1, Cap. Mulicbre velatum finiflrorfum ad occiput fpica.— 
Vidoria in quadrigis monogr. BASIAISZAZ OIAISTIAOS. 

2, Mul. Cap. velatum — Vi6t. alat, in biga. MI BAZIAI2- 

SA2 4>1A12TIA0S. 

daughter 
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daughter to Philiftus^ and wife to the elder 
Dionyfius.^ 

No part of the profccnium now remains, the 
flone.haviqg been ufed in making fortifications, 

' though many quarries were open all around, 
where ftoncs might have been procured with 
almofl: equal eafe ; yet the engineers of Charles 
the Fifth's time made no fcruple of calling the 
Goths and Saracens barbarians ! 

Drawing now nearer to the ifland, I entered 
the large latomiae on the fkirts of Neapolis, a 
moft extraordinary fpot. It confifts of a very 
ipacipus court, or area^' round which runs a 

> wall of rock of great height, fo ai:tfully cut 
as to caufe the upper part to projed very vifibly 
out of the perpendicular line, and thereby de- 
feat every attempt to climb up. Near the fum- 
mit of the rock is a channel which conveys part 
of the waters of the aquedudt to the city, and 
can with eafe at any time be flopped and turned 
into the latomiae.. In the centre of the court is 
a huge infulated fione, and upon it the ruins of 

a guard- 



104 $YRACUS£^ 

a guard^houfe ; vaft caverns penetrate into tl^e 
heart of the rocks, and ferve for fait petre 
works and roperies ; but the excavajtion that 
appears moft worthy of our notice, and givef 
name to the whole place, is that in the norths 
weft corner, called the ear of Dionyfius *. It 
IS 1 8 feet wide and 58 high, and runs into the 
heart of the hill, in thp form of a capital S j 

^ Cluyeiius allows but one prifon of the latomis to 
have ever exiiled in Syracufe, and f laces it in Epipolse.--' 
This cannot be exad> for we read of many prifoners being 
confined in the quarries previous to that year of Dionyiius's 
reign (the fourth) id which he built the walls of Epipolae, 
the flone of which is exadly .fimila^ to the rock of ihp 
latomis under Mongibellefi. Before this fortification was 
mzdpf fuppoiing the quarry tp have been opened at an ear- 
lier period, the prifon muft have been in the open country, 
confequently not a fafe place of confinement. His imitator 
D-Orville finds nothing more particular in the form of the 
Ear of Dionyfius than in any other quarry* I( appears by 
Mirabella's account^ that the celebrated painter Michael 
AngeloCaravaggio firilgave it the name of OrecchiOf which 
has fince been adopi:.ed l^y the Syracuians. 

the 
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the fides ire chifleled very finooth, and the roof 
^vered^ gradually narrowing almoft to as iharp 
a poinjt as a Gothic arqh ; along this point runs 
a groove^ or channel^ which ferved, a$ is fup* 
pofed, to collet): the founds that rofe from tho 
fpeakers below, and to convey them to a pipe in 
a fmitll double cell abovcy where they were 
heard with the greateft diftindnefs; but this 
hearing place having been too much opened and 
alrered has loll its virtue, as thofe who have 
been let down from the top by a rope have 
found. There is a recefs like a chamber about 
the middle of the cave, and the bottom df the 
grotto is rounded ofil It is impoffible, after 
an attentive furvey of this place to entertain a 
doubt of its having been conftruded intentionally 
for a prifon, and a liftening place* Rings are 
cut out of the angles of the walls, where no 
doubt the more obnoxious criminals were faftr 
ened. The echo at the mouth of the grotto is 
yery loud; the tearing of a piece of paper made 

as 
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as great a noife as a fmart blow of a cudgel on 
a board would have done ; a gun gave a report 
like thunder that vibrated for fom^ fecdnds» 
but^ farther in^ thefe extraordinary effedts, ceafed. 
I have read in a Sicilian author of the laft cen- 
lury, that an eminent mufician compofed a 
canon for two voices^ which when fung in this 
cavern appeared to be performed by four. 



SECTION XLIX. 

EVERY thing contributed to render my 
ftay at Syracufe agreeable; the apartment 
allotted to me was convenient and elegant, and 
made my hours of retirement comfortable. The 
weather was pleafant, and the perfons 1 met at 
the bifhop's table, fociable and well-informed.- 
This prelate, who is of the Syracufan family of 
Alagona, fupports his rank with dignity, and 
labours with fuch afiiduity in the duties of his 
epifcopal office, that he fcarcely allows himfelf to 

enjoy 
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enjoy an hour's leifure in the whole courfe of 
the day. His converfation is pleafing, inclining. 
to a ferious turn ; his companions are of the 
fame caft of mind^ and fome of them men -of 
confiderable learning. The Abate Synefio, his 
firft vicar^ is the author of feveral biographical' 
and theological diflertations. 

The diocefe of Syracufe produces above forfy 
different forts of wine ; the honey of the hills is 
as clear as amber^ and of a moft delicious fla- 
vour ; vegetables are admirable in their kinds, 
efpecially broccoli^ which grows to a prodigi- 
ous fize. 

Syracufe is the mildeft climate for a winter's 
refidence I ever lived in ; two or three days of 
iharp eafterly winds excepted, the remainder of 
the winter months is in reality what we unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of the north would call fpring. 
In fummer the marfhes at the head of the port^ 
xhale vapours that infed: the air, and endanger 
the lives of the inhabitants. The cafe muft 

* The Syraca pahis, from which the city took its name, 
y have 
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have always been the fame, for^ according to 
the hiftory of their origin^ the oraple of Apollo 
gave Archias and another adventureir, the choice 
; of two fettlements, one of which was to enjoy 
great power, but an unwholcfome climate ; the 
other mediocrity of fortune with a healthy fitua* 
tion. Archias chofe the former^ and Myfcellus^ 
who founded Crotcii, the latter. In thefe fens 
the whole Carthaginian army, that came to 
refcue Syracufc; from the Romans^ perifhed of 
malignant fevers, not one fingle man efcaping« 
On the 1 6th pf January, the vines which are 
kept low and clofe pruned, had ihot out new 
leaves, the gardens were ftudded with ^wers^, 
and frelh almonds were gathered from the trees* 
Sugar-canes readyjointed for chewing are fold 
in the market ; fait is to be had almoft gratis^ 
for the common people feem to carry off what 
quantities they pleafe from the heaps^ without 
moleftation. 

One morning early, I took a boat, and crofled 

the great port j which is rather more than five 

2 , miles 
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miles round '^ ; we fleered for the mouth of the 
river Anapus^ two miles from the ifland. Syvz-^ 
cufe has a wonderful effed from this point. 
,The hills of the ancient city appear majeftically 
above a thick wood that covers the Ihore ; to 
the fouth of this beautiful Ihcet of water, rifcs 
the bare ind abrupt promontory of MaflaOliveri. 
The ifihmus that joins it to the main land is 
covered with a row of tall trees, and irregular 
clumps ; fome fingle trees and houfes are feat* 
tered on the flope, upon a fmooth lawn that 
terminates at the water edge. I landed beyond 
the riVer, to view the ruins of the Olympian 
fuburb ; little now remains except the mutilated 
Ihafts of two fluted columns, Handing at a confi. 
dcrable diftance from each other : They are 
nineteen feet fix inches round at the bottom, 
and have only iixteen flutings ; they reft Upon 
a plinth of two fteps, each eighteen inches high. 
In the laft century, feven columns were fliill en- 

* Strabo gives it 80 Jftadia, equal to ten miles, moft 
probftbly an error of the tranfcribers. 

tire ; 



no SYR AC V S 8. 

tire 5 they belonged to the temple of Olympian 
Jove, which Gelo enriched with the fpoiU of 
the Carthagmians^ about two thoufand five hun- 
dred years agp. 

We then proceeded up the river, which is 
very dear and deep. On the fouth fide the 
ground rifes, but to the north, the country is 
a marihy plain of great extent ; the river follows 
a ferpentine courfe through thickets of '^ the 
true Egyptian papyrus. 

* This is a tall reed, with a brittle triangular {\p\k of a 
bright green colour. The root is knotty like thofe of other 
reeds ; the leaves are long and broad ; but as the nevr 
ones had not yet acquired their full growth, I c6uld not 
•fcertain their true colour* From the fummit of the fiem 
rifes a calyx of purple leaves, outofwhidi iflues a large 
round bunch of filaments : thefe again are fplit at their 
extremity, and bear flowrets and fmall feeds fimilar to 
thofe of the common nifhes. From this appearance, the 
pealants call itfarraca^ a perriwig. They make no ufe of 
it, but to deck out bowers for the paffage of fome religious 
proceffion. The roots fwim near the furface of the water, 
when the ftalk falls, and flrike down nnmbcrlefs fibres that 
at length reach the ground, and produce frefli flems* 

I We 
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We left the river^ and rowed up a llreatn 
that falls into it from the ibuth ; the thickne£i 
of the aquatic plants, that Ihoot up through 
the water, impeded our progrels, and made the 
voyage of fix miles extremely tedious and fa- 
tiguing, efpecially as the flatnefs of the country^ 
and the trees that Ihade the banks, prevented 
my feeing above a few yards at a time on each 
fide. We arrived at laft at the head of this 
river, which rifes in a round pond twenty feet 
in diameter, and twenty-eight deep, as I found 
upon founding it in different places. Fazzello, 
and all thofe that have written fince his time, 
pretend no length of line can reach the bottom* 
The water is as clear as cryftal, and full of fi(h; 
I could difcern the bubbling of the fpring at 
the bottom, and alfo fome broken earthen ware. 

This pool, now called Pifma,- is at a great 
diftance from the hills, and when joined by the 
dream that rifes in the Pifmotta, another fimi- 
lar pond, for,ms a large body of water. In an- 
cient times La Pifma was facred to the *nymyh 

Cyane. 
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Cyaii^* if etc it was that Pluto ftrtick the e^H 
with his fceptre^ and plunged into the infernal 
tegions widi t^roferpine, the fair prize he had 
carried otf from the flowery fields of Enna; 
here Cyane attenipted to ftop him^ and^ for 
her officioufnefs^ was by the angry god meta^ 
morphofed into a fountain. Plutarch telk ano- 
ther ftory of Cyane^ but not fo agreoible a 
piece of mythology, therefore I ihall abide by 
the poetical origin of this fource. 

On my return to Syfacufe, the bifhop pro^ 
cured me a fight of the cameo of St. Lucy, a 
favour not eafily obtained, as it conflantly hangs 
at the breaft of her flatue, and is locked up with 
It. This cameo is a very fine large ftone of 
feveral layers of colour ; it is cut down fo as. to 
reprefent three heads of men; the firft, of a 
yellowilh white cafl:, is an emperor of a ferious 
afpedl crowned with laurel, his frizzled hair 
joining his. beard, and his chlamys buttoned on 
his Ihoulder. The next is a muddy red, and is 
intended for an African ; a Ihirt faftened round 

the 
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tlie throaty a cloak^ thick lips, flattened nofe^ 
are his diftmdive marks ; the third, perfedly 
white, is an elderly face, with lank hair, a 
fcowling eye, and the under lip raifed to the 
QC^e. By a quibble on the colours, fome con* 
noifleurs have named thefe three heads, Severus, 
Pefbenius Niger, and Albmus; others call them 
the wife men of the eaft. 
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SECTION L. 

JANUARY 20. Upon leaving Syracufe, I 
dire&ed my fteps due north, meafuring 
back many miles of the road that had led me 
thither. Augufta was my next ftation^ eighteen 
miles diftant by land, but not above nine by 
fea ; the length of the road is increafed by the 
neceffity of feeking a paffage over two rivers, 
not fordable near their mouths. The country 
on each fide of thefe ftreams Is exceedingly 
handfome, and the view of Augufta at the bot- 
tom of a valley, through which the water mean- 
ders, remarkably pidurcfque, 

" ^ -This 
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^ Tbi< tgwHf built by thd^emptror Fitderick thf 
Seeopd t, ntar the rubs gf the Greek city of 
Megart^ coviers a fmall low peninfula, joiaed jco 
ScUy on the north fide by a )ong caufeway. On 
e^h hand are extcnfive fak-ponda* This pro* 
jeftion forma a very fine harbour, opening to a 
feuth^rn expofure, but ihaltcred by tha pointa 
•f the Goaft from both wind and fwell { it haa 
dine fathom of water in almoft every part. A 
fulnous citadel guards the land gate j and three 
forts^ built on little iflands, defend the entrance 
of ifte port. The country along the oppofite 
fliore is beautifully diversified in its culture. 

The order of Malta, polTeflbr of large eftatea 
Hear Lentini, has eftabll&ed magazines at Au- 

* From the epithets Dtvus Auguflus in a modern in* 
fcrlption over the town gate, it has been imagined that 
Odavianus Caefar was the founder, and the Swabian 
prince the reftorer only. Some learned men have brought 
a medal of Auguflus to fupport the idea ; but> 1 believe, 
the coin has no conne^lion with this place, and moreover 
doubt its genuinenefs. 

I Z gufta 
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gufta of fait mezt, bifcuit^ and floar^ for tiie 
fupply of their ihips^ that are continually p^ 
ing between the iilands. This gives a little 
animation to the placc^ which is fcarcely yelt 
recovered from the devaflation caufed in it bf 
the earthquake of i693» More than a third of 
the inhabitants were cruihed to death by the 
falling of their boufes ; the motion of the earth, 
or fubterraneous vapours^ fet fire to the ppwdei^: 
magazine in the citadel^ which blew up, and 
added defolation to defolation ; the water fort» 
were fplit to their foundations, and the light<^ 
houfe thrown headlong into the fea^*« Since 
that tremendous day, the town has been rebuilt 
on a regular plan, with low houfes to prevent 
mifchief whenever another ihock (hall happen. 

* A gentleman aiTured me its prefent populatioa 
amounted to fixteen thouiand perfoni^ though the laft 
enumerations fix it at nine thoufand two hundred and five* 
I cannot account for this great difference. 

Augufta was long a baronial fief; but, as k was a p)aoe 
of (Irength neceffary for the defence of the kiogdom, it was 
purchafed by the crown in j^6j. 

la 
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In die afternoon the whole town was In mo- 
tion to attend a proceffion in honour :of St. Se- 
baftian» one of the moil favourite faints in the 
Sicilian calendar; he is particularly addrefled 
In behalf of children affliAed with hernias. The 
miraculous cure is performed in the following 
manner : the large ftage^ or machine^ on which 
his effigy is placed^ is crowded with difeafed 
children, and then carried about the llreets on 
the ihoulders of the inhabitants^ who frequently 
fight for th« honour of bearing the holy burden^ 
The poor infants feemed feared out of their 
wits at being; hoifted fo high on a tottering fcaf« 
fold ; this, and the awe which the pomp ftrike$ 
tiiem with, has, as I was informed by a perfoti 
of note in the place, confiderable efficacy in 
contracting the afTeded parts, fo as to appear 
leis than ufual ; but, left the motion and the 
fright Ihould not ad: with fufficient power, the 
furgeon, whofe province it is to infpedt the 
\ children and certify the cure, always gives the 
^ittle patient a fmart blow on the ear before he' 
I 3 pro- 
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proceeds to the exammation. With thefe help;, 
appearances are generally fuch as are defired for 
. the honour of the fainti 

The day was clear, but there Uew a cutting 
eafterly wmd^ which caufed me to remark the 
drefs of a gentleman^ a principal ador in the 
pageant ; he wore a new unlined lute-ftringi and 
DOtwithftanding the Sicilians are affeded by the 
kafl: chilnefs in the air, he was fo well warmed 
within by devotioHi that he feemed mfeafibleef 
theeold« 

Ne:tt morning we mounted our horfes yerjf 
Aurly, and rode diredly nortbi over the high 
promontory of Sinta Croce» The land vttf 
unieven, but cultivated with fpirit* As foon an 
Wb reached th^ north fide of the hilU sind facedi 
iEtna, I perceived that all the ftones were lumps 
of black }aVa» We defcended to the Ihore of 
tbt bay of Catahia, fit its fouth-weft angle^ not 
faif from La Brucca^ a fmall caricatore^ aqd 
baited at a public houfe called Agnuni ; near 
i£ are the, foundations, aad waUd to the height 

.J of 
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of tto ket, of a very large Gotliic church^: 
f)egun by* king Frederick the Second, but left 
in an imperfeft ftate either on account of his 
death, or of the infalubrity of the fituation. 
Near this fpot antiquaries place the emporium 
qf LeQntini> where the fuperabundance of their 
prodiice w^s ihipped for foreign parts. 

In the neighbouring fields grows a great 4eal 
of rue and lupines. The wafte was already 
drefled in the Tweet garb of fpring ; the myrtle, 
woodbine, and wild rofe, were powdered with 
powers; an^ong them, anirb, ofabrigbtbrim- 
ftone colour d^ed with purple, was very re- 
markable. 

> From hence we travelled many miles clofe by 
the fands of the fea, and forded the river of 
Lentini at the place where it diicharges itfelf 
into the bay. The weather had been folong dry, 
that there was no depth of water to create cither 
difficulty or danger. 

A fpacious plain extends towards the inland 

cpuntryji aivl alfo along the Ihore^ fqll of ponds^ 

1 4 and 
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and marlhes^ that abound with vrild fowl of { 

numberleis forts. We (hot feveral birds'out of 
the flocks of fntpes> teal^ coots^ ducks^ &c. ! 

that rofe on all fides^ as we rode along ; I. never 
faw a finer field for a keen fportfnian.thanthefe 
ft^ie, the Sicilian name for ' marfliy grounds 
near the fea. They are frequented by many J 

fowlers } the report of guns was almolt incef- 
fant ; and wherever I turned my eyes, columns 
of fmoke were afcending from the fens. My 
campiere, who had often made one in thef<» | 

ihooting parties, informed me, that it was ufual 
to wade, up to the middle, in the fwamps^ 
which in winter are full of water j and, on ac- 
count of the banks, impradicable for boats* 
The fowler drags after him a couple of lackered 
balkets for his ammunition and his games while 
his dog fwims before him, or runs abng the 
ridges of dry grpupd, to fpring the birds, and 
fetch them when fliot. The fifliing-net is not 
lefs amufing or profitable than the gun; but as 
Ibqn as t;^e fup enters the lion, this country 
2 becomes 
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becomes the houfe of death ; fevers of the moft 
tnalignant kind feize upon the imprudent or un^ 
fortunate wretch that fpends a night near them^ 
and few efcape with life when attacked by fo 
rirulent a diforder. 

We emerged from the fens to a noble plain, 
covered with promifing crops of corn; but 
without a fingle inclofure, or even tree. No 
country feems better calculated for pigeons; 
and indeed none has fuch incredible flights of 
them : from their abundance they are confidered' 
as nuifances, and therefore deemed public pro- 
perty. My Ibldier <hot at them whenever 
they^flew within reach; nay, he even flopped his 
horfe oppofite a cottage^ and fired at a clutter 
of them balking on the thatch ; the muletier 
went to the place and picked up the ilain, while 
the cottagers flood at the door as unconcerned 
as if we had Ihot a parcel of fparrows on a 
hedge. My fcrvants feafled feveral days on thig 
game ; but enjoyed much more the eating of ^ 
fnagpie I (hot for them* 

The 
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.The dweUipe^houfes of the p^afants are fmall 
fonical \i\xt9, covered with ilraw; and, I be- 
^cve, ynopcupied during part of the year. 
Through this bfQundlefs plain flow the waters of 
the Giarrctta, one of the largeft rivers in the 
}ftmd, deep and mu^dy. We palled it in a 
ferry^ in Sicilian Giarretta, from whence the 
^ver takes its i^od^rn name j its ancient one 
^as Sioifiethw. 

We trayerfed a large tra£t<>f arable ground^ 
^e foU a iandy loam ; then turned again to the 
^rcji^ and fopn aifter reached the horrid bed of 
]^va which gufhed out of the iide of ^na in 
t66p, overwhelmed the greateft part of Catania, 
filled- up its port, and quenched itf^lf at laft in 
^e depths of the fea* It is ftill blacl^ as a ooal, 
and hard as iron^ without, the lead fymptom of 
any vegetable feed or roott being likely to take 
hold of its barren furfac?. We entered Caunia 
by a triumphal arch of alternate courfes ol 
]|ava a^id freefione* 

SEC- 
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SECT I 01^ LL 

nr^ H £ pfUice of Bifcari^ to whom I vn^ 
J^ recoinmendedy s|nd to whofe many amia* 
ble qualities every traveller, that has frequeoted 
his houfe, muil bear honourable teiUmoriy, took 
i^ppn him the ta](k of being niy siQti(jMaTy« If 
my feeble rxnct car^ poatribute any thbg to* 
wards extending his well-defcrved reputation of- 
benevolence^ hofpitality^ and antiquarian zealj 
I ihall not be backward in corroborating tho 
evidence of preceding writers; for I cannot 
^ think any of their praiies extraya^nt, wh^n I 
confider how noble and patriotic the motives 
are, that have induced him to colled and pre* 
ferve the fcattered menK)rials of bis country'a 
ancient fplendor.^— How much fuperior he and 
his family ihew themfelves to the prejudices of 
bis fellow citizens! how well verfed he is in many 
branches of learning ! and with what good-na* 

turc. 
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ture^ eafe^ and franknefs^ he treats the perfotas 
that come recommended to his notice ! His coU 
ledion is very rich and e:(tep(ive» efpecially in 
Etrufcan va&s, }amps^ and antiquities of terra 
eiMzt livery year brings new treafures to this 
department from the ruins of Camarina in the 
Val di Noto, where the prince employs feverat 
bands in digging. One of the moft remarkable 
lamps is moulded iato the form of a camel^ 
with an amphora on each fide fixed in a cradle. 
-r-The water-carriers at Palermo ufc a fimilar 
contrivance to this day, for conveying water 
upon afifes. Among his bufts and ftatues fbme are 
confpicuous on account of the perfedion of 
their fculpture ; others, from the Celebrity of 
the pcrforis they rcprefent. His favourite piece 
of ftatuary is the torfd of a god, of heroic fize, 
touched in a mofi: mafierly flyle;' the fides and 
¥ack are workefd up with wonderful truth and 
knowledge. — The flowing contour and fwelling 
of the mufcles are admirable both to the fight 
and touch. The lavas and other ptodudions 
. - of 
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of JEtnacompofe a largp diviiion of the cabinet^ 
^nd a curious aflbrtment of Sicilian foffils and 
minerals fill up another. * He informed me that 
no iron ore had yet been difcovered in theifland* 
The coUedion of cameos and intaglios, and the 
fuite of Sicilian and Roman coins^ >are very va* 
luable. 

I was introduced by him to the canon Jofeph 
Recupero^ a merry philofopher, in fpite of a 
lethargic difpofitionj which frequently over- 
powers him, and will probably foon prove of 
fatal confequence. He has ftudied the pheno^ 
meoa and natural hiftory of JSxnz with great per* 
feverance, and acquired a profound knowledge 
of its operations and produdions ; he has pub-r 
lifli^d fome diflertations on the fubjed, abound* 
ing with fagacious obfervations ; and was then 
aftually employed in rcvifing and preparing for 
the prefs a voluminous hiftory of the mountain ^ 
but his friends were apprehenfivc he would not 
live long enough, to complete it *. The canon 

. * He died a few months after 1 left Sicily, and had not 
the iatisfa6lion of feeing the abolition of the Inqiiifition, 
wbich took placeintheViceroyalty of thcMarquisCaraccioIo. 

has 



has renduneed di thoughts of ecclefiaftical pr^* 
fcrmcflti of which he told me the door had been 
dSedually fiiut againift him on account of his 
bold^ liberal way df thinking and fpeaking ; but 
it was a matter he was become quite indrfFererit 
to, as he ftould fperid the few days he had to 
live in happy retirement, at a fmall country- 
hoiifc nean: town, where his good friend and 
patron the prince of Bifcari had provided for all 
his wants. He has a fet of features very like 
thofe of Soctates, wfadfe gdod-nature and placid 
philofophy he feems to have inherited. 

The prince condu&ed me to the remains of 
tfce ancient city, which, dn account of the nu- 
merous torrents of lava that have flowed out of 
Mount iEtna for thefe laft thoufand years, and 
taken their deftrudive courfe this way, is now 
to be fought for in dark caverns, many feet be- 
Iqw the prefent furfaee of the earth* 

Were it not for St. Agatha and JEtna, the an- 
ftals of Catania would be barren and unintercft- 
ing ; but the volcano, by its continual threats, 

and. 



tad fftqiKiftly by its ravages^ has provided the 
Catanian hiftorians with ample materials for dif- 
iertation ; while the faint, by the repelling vir- 
toes of her veil, furailhes them with fuch caofes 
of triumph as reconciles them to the talk of de- 
fcribing the horrible phenomena of the moun- 
tain. I have perufed feveral volumes of its 
hiftpry^ without finding above a page of events 
worth felcdling, except thofe that relate to the 
conflagrations. 

Catania was founded by the Chalcidtans foon 
after the fettlemcnt of Syracufe, and enjoyed 
great tranquilltty till Hicro the Firft expelled 
the whole body of citizens, and, after replenilh- 
ing the town with a new ilock of inhabitants^ 
gave it the name of iEtna; immediately after his 
deceafe, it regained its ancient name, and its 
citizens returned to their abodes. Catania fell 
into the hands of the Romans, among their ear- 
Meft acquifittons in Sicily, and became the refi- 
dence of a prsetor. To make it worthy of fuch 
an honour, it was adorned with fumptuous 

buildings 
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buildings of a}l kinds, and every conireniencft 
was procured to fupply the natural and artifieial 
wants of life. It was deftroyed by Pompey'a 
Ion, but reflored with fuperior magnificence by 
Auguftus. The reigp of Decius is famotis, in 
the hiftory of this city, for the martyrdom ci 
its patronefs St. Agatha. On every, emergency 
her interccffion is implored.*— She is pioufly be^ 
lieved to have preferved Catania from being 
overwhelmed by torrents of lava, or fliaken to 
pieces by earthquakes ; yet its ancient edifices 
are covered by repeated ftreams of volcanic mat<» 
ter; and almoft every houfe, even her own 
church, has been thrown to the ground. In 
the reign of William the Good, twenty thoufand 
Gatantans, with their paitor at their head, were 
deftroyed before the facred veil could be pro« 
perly placed to check the flames. In the laft 
century the eruptions and earthquakes raged 
with redoubled violence, and Catania was twice 
demoliflied. 

The prince has been at infinite pains, and 
ipent a large fum of money, in working down ' 

to 
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to the ancient town. We defcended into batbs^ 
iepulchres^ ah. amphitheatre^ and a theatre^ all 
very much injured by the various cataflrophes 
that have befallen them. They were ercded 
upon old beds of lava^ and even built with 
Iquare pieces of the fame fubilance, which in no 
infUnce appears to have been fufed by the con- 
tad of new lavas. The fciarra, or flones of cold 
lava^ have conftantly proved as ftrong a barrier 
againft the flowing torrent of fire^ as any other 
fione could have been^ though fome authors 
were of opinion^ that the hot matter would melt 
the oldmafs^ and incoi'porate with iu 

This city has been frequently defended from 
the burning dreams by the folid mafs of its own 
rampartSj and by the air comprcfled between 
them and the- lava; this appears by the torrent 
Mving flopped within .a fmall diftance of the 
walls, and taken another difeftion. But when the 
walU were broken, or low, the Uva coUeaed 
itfelf till it rofe to a great height, and thea 
poured over in a curve. A fimilar inftance is 

VoL.ir/ K fecn 



130 JOUENEY TO MZS9IKA* 

fcen at the Torre del Greco near Naples, where 
the ftream of liquid fire front Vcfuvius divided 
itfelf into two branches, and left a church un- 
touched in the middle. There is a well at the 
foot of the old walls of Catania, where the lava^ 
after running along the parapet, and then falling 
forwards, has produced a very complete loftjr 
arch over the fpring* 

We next vifited the Bcnediftinc convent of 
St. Nicholas, one of the largeft I ever faw, be- 
longing either to that, or any other religious 
order. Every part has been rebuilt fincc the 
earthquake of 1693. The principal front is 
overcharged with ornaments, and nothing in. 
arcbite&ure cah have a more difagreeable effect 
than the decorations of the windows ; the cloy- 
fters are not quite compleat ; the dormitories 
and galleries are fo long that the perfpedtivc 
view of them feems abfolutely to terminate in a 
point of lights The church is a noble fabrick, 
notwithftanding feveral blameable things in the 
defign ; the ifles are too wide for the nave, and 

the 
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the altars are in a very vicious tafte ; the arqhi- 

tt€t feems in them to have ftudied to deviate as 

much as podible from the real, line of beauty* 

This is accounted the largeft church in Sicily^ 

though neither a porch nor cupola has been 

ereded, from a doubt of the folidity of the 

foundations, which are no other than the bed 

of lava that ran out of Etna in 1669, and is fup- 

pofed to be full of cavities. The organ is much 

efteemed by connoiffeurs in mufical inftrumentSA 

One wing of the monaftery is appropriated to a 

confiderable mufaeum of antiquity and natural 

hiftory. It is eafy to form a cabinet of Greek 
medals at Catania *; for the demandsof theBif-^ 

cari 

* Nuttimi CataoeaCaoii 
Ex Argeato* 

u Cap. imbi diadi KATANAi— Quadriga Tifl. fupcnr* 

cor. imp, 
a. Jaris cap. quereea con red*— Sccptrum alat, XATA* 

NAICN. 
3. Cap. Apoll. KATANAIOlT— B!ga* 
4« Cap, rir .imb.--Gap. fcDile barbatuBii 

K^ f. Capa 
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cari collection have long drawn thither all peN 
foDS that bad any to difpofe of^ and . that fuite 
being nearly pcrfcded, many coins muft now 
be rejedted, and left for other dilettanti. I pur- 
chafed feveral of great rarity, and in excellent 
prefervation. 

SEC 

5« Cap. Apoll. pleno vultu capill. horridis kata- 

NAinN— Fig. in quadr. viftoria iupervol. pifcig 

ICATANAinN. 
6. Cap. Jovis cornut. KATANAinN--Fig. itiulicb. d, 

lances s. cornucop. in laurea mon. 
7« Cap. mul. coron. querc. oron, XOIKEHN AIIOA- 

AAN^Fig. in quadrig. vid. fuperv. Squilla 

KATANAinN. 
?• Cap. laur. imb HPAKAEIAN— Id. typui. 
9. Cap. imb. diad. pifcis fquilla AMENAOS— Fig. ia 

quadrig. yidt. faperv. KATanaiaN. 
Ex Mre. 
I. Aaapias cum patreKATANATON— Amphinomuf 

cum matre; 
a* Fig. nud. rad. d. comua. s. urceolum ten.-*Noc* 
' tua <iniidt duob. pileis Diolcur. K AT AKAION* 

3. Cap« 
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SECTION LII. 

CATANIA is reviving with great fplcn- 
dour ; and^ when all the houfes now 
building are finifhed, will be a very handfonie 
city* It has already much more the features of 
a metropolis and royal refidence than Palermo ; 
the principal ftreets are wide^ firaight, and well* 
paved with lava. An obelilk of red granite, 

placed 

3. Cap. Jovis corn. KATANAION— Fig. mul. ftana d* 

lances, s. cornucop. j anagrt 

4. Cap. imb.— fMulier flans KATANAinN^. 

5« Cap. Bacchi barb. — ^Racemus KatanAI^N. 

6. Cap. Jani — Mulier flans d. Flabellum s* trid. KATA-* 

NAinN. 

7. Cap. Bacchi imb.— 0AAA5:siO — Anapias ct Am* 

phinomus KATANAinrr. 
%• Cap. ApoU. KATAN— Mulier in curru a duob 

tygr. dud. 8. thyrfum ten. 
9, Cap. foils pleno vultu— Fig. nud. in big. fuperv. 

via. 

K 3 IP. Capita 
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placed on the back of an antique elephant of 
touchflone^ flands in the centre of the great 
fquare, which is' formtd by the town^hall, fe« 
minary, and cathedral. The cathedral erected 
by the Abbot Ahgcrius in the year IQ94, was 
endowed by earl koger with the territories of 
Catania and.^ttia^ for the fmall acknowledge* 
ment of a glafs of wine and a loaf df bread 
effered once a year. It has fufFered fo much 
by earthquakes, that little of the original ftruci- 
ture remains^ and the mociern parts hdve hardly 
^ny thingi except their materials, to recom* 

. 10. Capita jug, barb. KA-*-Fig> vir^ (tans colamnae inn. 
21^ Capita Piofeur. Jugata-^Fig, yir. ft. coU innix. 

12. Cap. Jugat. irab, laur,— 2 fpicae KATANAIflK. 

13. Cap. Apoll. ftcH.^Mul. grad. d. fol. KATANAin!^. 

14. Cap^ mul.^^Mulier grad. KATANAION |r. 
I J. Cap. mul^— TANA— Ramus T. 

16. Cap^ Apoll.i-*Vid. flans d. fpic* s. ramum III TA- 

NAIfiN. 

17, Cap. mul. fpic. red, Em— Pegafus galea. KATA* 

1 Cap. Apoll.— .Tripus KATANAiaN. 

mend 
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«icnd them. The other religious edifices of 
the city are profufely ornamented^ but in a bad 
tafte. The fpirit of building fecms to have 
feized upon this people ; and the prince of Bif- 
cari's example adds frelh vigour. It were na« 
tural to fuppofe men would be backward in 
eredbing new babitattonSy efpecially with any 
degree of luxury, on ground fo often l^aken to 
its centre, and fo often buried under the aihes 
pf a volcano; but fuch is their attachment to 
their native foil, and their contempt of dangers 
they are habituated to, that they rebuild their 
houfes on the warm cinders of Vefuvius, the 
quaking plains of Calabria, and the black 
mountains of Sciarra at Catania; it is how. 
ever furprifing to fee fuch embellilhments la- 
viflicd in fo dangerous a fityation. There is a 
great deal of adivity in the difpofition of this 
people ; they know by tradition that their an- 
ceftors carried on a floarifliing corpmer.ce ; and, 
that, before the fiery river filled it up, they 
bad a fpacious convenient harbour, where they 
K 4 novr 
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now have fcarcely a creek for a felucca ; they 
therefore wifh to reftore thofe advantages to 
Catania, and have often applied to government 
for afiiflance towards forming a mole and port; 
an undertaking their ftrength alone is unequal 
to : but, whether the refufal originates in the 
deficiencies of the public treafury, or the jea- 
loufy of other cities, all their projects have 
ended in fruitlefs applications. 

The number of inhabitants dwelling in Ca- 
tania amounts to thirty thoufand ; the Catanians 
make it double.— A confiderable portion of this, 
number appertains to the univerfity, the only 
one in the ifland, and the nurfery of all the 
lawyers. 

I fpent many hours in contemplating the 
greateft curlofity in Catania ; for fuch I efteem 
the villa Sciarra, belonging to the prince of Bif- 
cari. Some years ago he inclofed a large tradt 
of the lava, which iffued from JEtna in i66gr, 
furrounded the old fortrefs where the Arrago- 
nian kings were- wont to refidc, and ended its 
I deftruc* 
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deftruftive courfe in tjie abyflcs of the fea. 
Upon this black in^ipenetrablc furface the prince 
laid the plan of a garden, built houfes, carried 
an excellent coach road round, planted trees in 
earth brought thither from other places, and, 
what feems almoft incomprehenfible, formed 
two large ponds of freih water, fuppHed by 
fprings that ouze through the lava. I do. not 
know whether thefe waters are connefted -with 
the very fingular brook called Giudicello, the 
Amenanus of the ancients. It pafTes through 
Catania ; but has been kn&wn to ceafe flowing^ 
at leaft above ground, for feveral years, and 
then fuddenly burft out and continue a con- 
ftant ftream for a long f^ace of time : this in- 
termiffion proves that its eiiftence depends en- 
tirely upon the difference of vent given to the 
mafs of waters that occupy part of the cavities 
in the bowels of JEtna. If thefe refervoirs have^ 
by any aqueous eruptions, or other -means un- 
known to us, fallen to fo low a level as no 
longer to reach the height at which thpy were 

wont 
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wont to difcharge their overplus by the Giudi* 
cello ; this ftream muft neceflarily fail till a freih 
aceumulation of melted fnow caufes a regular 
overflow of thefe fubterraneous lakes. 

The pools of the villa are flocked with fiih 
and water-fowl) and are preferved from the fury 
of the neighbouring fea by a ilrpng pier^ the 
only feparation between the fait and frefli 
water ; the fea is lextremely tempelluous when 
the Scirocco or Levante winds blqw^ and then 
its waves daih over the mole^ and give the 
waters a brackifh taint ; but it does not feem to 
ftffed the filh. The creator of this moft extra- 
ordinary improvement vifits it every day, as 
the fource of health and innocent recreation j 
9nd every day fome new idea rifes in his mind« 
which he is eager to realize for its embellilh* 
menu 

My evenings were very agreeably fpent in a 
fmall party in the prince's houfe, where a va* 
liety of improving converfation beguiled the 

hours. 
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hours. Some nights we adjourned to an opera 
in the prince's theatre, which he lends to the 
city, till the public one be finiihcd. The fe- 
male part of the audience appeared to me to 
have clearer complexions than isufual in Sicily ; 
it may perhaps' arife from the prevalence of 
inoculation in this city^ the firft that ventured 
the experiment; which has now been praftifed 
many years with fuccefs ; Calatagerone was the 
fecond town that adopted the method. It is 
flrange that no accounts of the long-experienced 
good effe&s of inoculation ihould yet have 
reached the neighbouring coafis of Italy^ where 
thpy look upon it with fuperftitious horror. 



SECTION 
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SECTION LIII. 

ON the 27th of January I took my leave of 
this charming family. The canon Rccu- 
pero difluaded me from attempting to reach the 
top of ^tna ; for he was certain that the fnow 
would render it impradlicable ; he obferved^ 
that I fliould enjoy full as fine a profpe£t half 
way up the mountain as from the fummit, by 
moving in a horizontal direction and alternately 
taking in views towards different jpoints of the 
(C^mpafs; that the land would be equally iceii 
in its- whole extent; and all that 1 Ihould lofc 
would be a greater command of the fea 5 and 
that I might form a tolerable idea of the crater 
of JEtnz, from that of Vefuvius, with which l 
was well acquainted. I paid a jufl: deference to 
his opinion, and left Catania a littk before day- 
break. The rays of the rifing fun ftruck the 
top of the mountain feven minutes and thirty 
feconds before they Ihone on Catania. 

The 



^^^ 
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The immediate environs of the town, are ex- 
tremely pleafant ; but notwithftanding the, livelf 
appearance of the fruit-trees in bloifomy tvhich 
made the country look as if it were powdered^ 
the^ number and ei^ent of the beds of lava. 
are fo great, that I foon found the landscape ez« 
ceffively gloomy and difagreeable. I rode 
through many fmall hamlets, and continued ia 
a very gradual afcent to a place called Tre« 
Caftagne, in the region of the Montagnuple, 
from which formidable rivers of flaming matter 
have iflued ; as there is feldom, if ever, more 
than one eruption from each, for they are onlf 
accidental vents in the flanks of the mountain, 
thefe hillocks are foon covered with wood, and 
often planted with vines. Many of the fciarrat 
we traverfed were however flill in their frightful 
primitive ftate, exadly the fame in appearance 
as when they firfl began to cool ; thofe of 1763 
were quite frclh. The matter that iffucs from 
JEtna is of a much harder nature than the com- 
mon lavas of Vefuvius, takes more time to grow 
' cold. 



I4« jOVltKSV TO MESStKA; 

cold, and is more tardjF in admitting vegetation 
to gain a^ footing upon it ; the torrent of 1669 
was eight years before its h^at ceafed to be 
perceptible, and at this hour has not a blade 
ef grafs or fibre of mofs on its whole furface ; 
whereas the lava that ftreamed down to Torre 
del Grecoi not twenty years ago, is covered ia 
tDsny places with lichen. 

We now began to leave the cultivated, and 
to enter into the woody region; at firft ftrag- 
gling trees and patches of ihrubs marked the 
&irts of a fereft, and tillage-land grew gra« 
dually more and more fcarce ; foon after large, 
waftes opeiied on each fide with fcattercd thic- 
kets, and here and there a piece of vineyard, 
which fome induftrious peafaht has ventured to 
plant higher up than the reft. I found no dif- 
ference of heat or cold in this journey ; but it 
.may be very fenfible in* fummer# I had long 
before fpoilt my thermometer and barometer in 
our adventurous paflage of the' Platani, and 
could find none to purchafc in any of the towns 

I pafied 
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I pafled thiough. The timber it common oak 
and chefnut ; but in thefe parts I faw no band* 
fome trees ; for the country people draw their 
fupply of fuel from hence for all the villages 
and cottages below^ and lup the trees in a moft 
flovenly manner. 

The coagulated torrents we crofled^ and the 
roughnefs of the road, now became exceeding- 
ly fatiguing, and obliged me to halt and take 
ibme refrefhment* I fixed upon a bare knoll for 
that purpiofe, on the fouth-eaft fide of the moun- 
tain, about. eighteen miles above Catania! It 
is not eafy to draw a line between the different 
regions ; for the fertile country at the foot is 
Intcrfperfed with wafte land and wood; and for 
fome time after I had afcended above the line of 
habitation, I found vineyards planted in the opefi^ 
parts of the foreft, but no corn any where. 
The fummit of iEtna exhibited a very different 
fliape from that which it had worn fince I firft 
faw it from Nifcemi : it was no longer the regu- 
lar tapering cone, but an immenfe ridge almofl 
I level. 



144 JOVRNST TO MESSINA*' 

levels having a round eminence at each e^tre-'. 
mlty, and about the middle a forked bill ' 
rifing higher than the reft^ and furrounding 
the crater from ^^hich the fmoke afcends ; this 
*part alpne was of a dark colour ; one Iheet of 
ihpw covered all the remainder.: at the foot of 
^is ftupendous ridge lie gloomy vallies of pro- 
digious depth, feparated from each other by 
fn^owy mountains, before which moft beautiful 
woods form a mighty girdle round the frozen 
region ; the bold fweeps, and the variety of rif- 
ings and falls in this woody view^ brought to 
my mind fome romantic fcenes in old Engliih 
parks, though the fcale upon which the fined: 
woodlands in England are laid out, is a mere 
point when compared with the plan of nature in 
thefe gigantic forefts. If my eye was checked 
in its fcope on this fide, though by objects of 
fuch magnitude, it was at liberty to range un- 
confined on the fouthern and eaftern afped ; 
there it had a world to wander oven The vale 

of 
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of Noto and great part of that of Demona^ were 
open to my view^ with a large trad of Calabria 
and an immenfe expanfe of Tea. Without the 
affiftance of my glafs^ I traced the route I had 
|>urfued in croffing from the coaft of Girgenti 
to Catania, which rofe beautifully at my feet 
with all its cupolas and roofs now finely illu- 
minated by the fun ; not a cloud was to be 
fcen throughout the vault of heaven, and every 
objeiS: was rendered, by the clearnefs of the 
medium, apparently nearer andmoftfurprifingly 
diftindt. I could follow the courfe of many 
broad ftreams of lava, from their fource in the 
tumulus or montagnuola where the opening was 
made in the mountain's fide, to the end of their 
career in the fea, or fooner in the pl^ns round 
Catania. That of 1669 draws a moft tremen- 
dous dufky line through the cultivated country ; 
others of a greyer caft mark an irruption of a 
remoter date, and fome almoft obliterated by 
the progrefi of vegetation, but ftill faintly dif- 
fering in colour from the fields^ claim an origin 
Vol, IV, L removed 
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removed perhaps beyond the reach of hiftory. 
From Homer's filencc with regard to the ph«- 
nomena of ^^tna, it is to be prefumed that the 
volcano had been many ages in a ftate of inac- 
tivity, and that no tradition of its barnlng re- 
mained- among the inhabitants at the time be 
compofed his Odyfiey; perhaps k never had 
emitted flames fince the country was peopled. 

The firft eruption taken notice of by ancient^ 
but by no means contemporary authors, hap- 
pened before the Greeks landed on the iilandy 
and is fuppofed to have feared the Sicani from 
the eaft part of Sicily. M. de Buffon aflerts 
i£tna to be a primitive mountain ; that is, a 
protuberance exiting as fuch from the creation ; 
in which aflertion he has little a^ance from 
analogy, probab^ity, or experience, to fupport 
him : but I leave to abler pens the ta&; of prov- 
ing ^tna to be, like other infulated mountains, 
the gradual produdion of fiery operations. He 
fuppofes the mountain to have vomited flames 
loon after the creation ; but on the iubfiding 

of 
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bJF the waters which covered the face of the 
earthy tb have ceafed burning, becaufe a fuf- 
iicient quantity of moifture ^became wanting to 
J)roduce an efFervefcence with its tliineral con- 
tents. Aftet a long lapfe, of ages, the Streights 
of Gibraltar were burft open, and the ocean 
tnixed with the Mediterranean fea; while by a 
iitnilar cVent the Bofphorus of Thrace was 
broken, and the waters of the great lakes let 
into the Archipelago. Water being thus again 
brought to the foot of -^tna, the mountain 
began to fend forth flames anew, which, at dif- 
ferent intervals, and with various degrees of 
force, it has continued to do down to the prefent 
time : this fyftem is ingenious, and, for aught 
we can difcover in fuch a labyrinth of fuppofi- 
tions, may be truth ; but I cannot agree to his 
hypothefis, that the fea of Sicily has funk of 
late years, and thetefore that ^tna has abated 
much of its vigour. I never could difcover 
any traces of this retreat of the fait waters, 
but many of their encroachments; and I ap* 
L z prebend 
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prehend he will find it difficult to perfuade the 
Catanians that the mountain has loft any of its 
powers, as long as they behold the lavas of 
1669, and thofe of many fubfequcnt, though 
lefs dcftrudtive, conflagrations. 

Pindar is the oldeft writer extant who fpeaks 
of ^tna as a volcano. The firft recorded erup- 
tion was in the time of Pythagoras ; Plato was 
invited by the younger Dionyiius to examine 
the ftate of the mountain after the fixth. 

It threw up flames ^d lava near an hundred 
times between that period and the battle of 
Pharfalia ; it was particularly furious while Sex- 
tus Pompeius was adding the horrors of war to 
its devaftations. Charlemagne happened to be 
at Catania during one of the eruptions, and from 
his reign the chronicles mention fifteen down 
to that of the year 1669, the mod horrible of 
them all. The lava burft forth at a place called 
Riclni, and ran in a dream fifty feet deep, and 
four miles broads deflroying all before it ; it 
overwhelmed great part of Cataniaj and drove 

back 
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back the fea a confiderable way from the fhorc. 
The progrefs of this Stygian river was at firfi: 
at the rate of feven miles in one day, but after- 
wards it took four days to travel fifteen : The 
crater fell in, and its aperture was found to be 
iticreafed from three to five miles in circumfer- 
ence*. Since that epocha, there have been 

feven 

* ^tna has nerer been meafured with geometrical ac- 
curacy ; the following meafures are given by different au- 
thors : 

Height above the furface of the fea, 10,036 feet. 

z8o miles circumference at the bafc^Faujas de S. Fon 
in his Volcans du Vivarais* 

Height laooo feet. — ^Biydoae. Tour to Sicily. 
. Height 2500 toifes. La Platriere, faid as from Recupero* 

Height 1950 toifes. Diameter 30 miles.-— Mentelle 
Geogr. comp. 

Others make its height only 2000 toifes, and its fuper- 
Sees 300 fquare miles. 

It is divided into three circles or zones ; the largefl and 

lowefi of which is called Fiemontefe, and occupies a breadth 

of eighteen miles of rich cultivation: The fecond (Nemo- 

roia) afccnds fix miles above it ; the lower part of the 

L 3 third 
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feven eruptions, but none of very dreadful cx>;i-» 
fequences. 

I left the horfes at the place of halting, and 
under the guidance of a peafant walked into the? 
woods in fearch of plants and foffil curiofities, 
but met with no fuccefs, for the beft fpccimens 
of volcanical fubftances lie more towards the 
foutb, and the feafon was qot far enough ad- 
vanced for vegetable rarities ; befides, the trees 
of thefe forefts grow too clofe together to fufFer 
flirubs or flowers to thrive under thern. While 
I was wandering through thefe awful fliades, 
the fervants were employed in feekiqg a propejc 
place for our night's lodgings, and about an 
hour before funfet met me at an appointed rcn- * 
dezvous ; they conduced me to a kind of farm- 
houfe about a mile lower down the mountain ; 
the owners gave us all the afliftance in their 

third (Nctta or Scoperta) is covered with Ihow in winter 
only, but perpetual fnows lie on the uppear half of this 
ilerile region, which meafures two leagues in breadth, and 
terminates in the fummit of the mountain. 

3 power 
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power towards our arrangement, and after fup- 
pcr entertained us wkh many wonderful dories 
about the d6vi}s and hobgoblins that inhabit the 
caves of iEtna. My foldier and muleticrs were 
not behind-hand in ftrange tales, and the Nea- 
politan with his Vefuvius made no fmall im- 
preffion upon the' minds of his audience. As 
every narrator endeavoured to render his ftory 
more frightful and diabolical than the preceding 
one, I could perceive that the whole circle was 
worked up to fuch a ridiculous pitch of difmay 
that a fudden rap at the door would have fright- 
ened them out of their wits. The exceflive 
irritability of nerves in the Sicilians, heightened 
by prejudices and fuperftitions, that pervade 
the whole fyftem of what is called education 
among them, gives them a facility of affection 
either for joy, grief, hope, or fear, beyond any 
nation I ever had an opportunity of knowing. 
Boccone devotes one of his treatifes on natural 
hiftory to the fcantOy or fpavento, that is, a 
fudden impreffion of horror upon the mind and 
L 4 body. 
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body. The wild ideas the vulgar part of the 
inhabitants have imbibed on this head are almoft 
incredible, and the dread they have of a fudden 
ihock is no lefs furprifing. There is fcarcely a 
fymptom, diforder, or accident they do not think 
may befal the human frame inconfequence of the 
fcanto. They are purfuaded that a man who 
has been frightened only by a dog, a viper^ 
an antipiathy to, will foon be feized with the 
fame pains he would really feel, had he been 
fcorpion, or any other creature, which he has 
torn with their teeth or wounded with their veno- 
mous fting, and that nothing can remove thefe 
nervous imagmary pangs but a ftrong dofe of 
dilena^ a fpecies of cantharides found in Sicily^ 
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SECTION LIV. 

TH E firft gleam of light through the win- 
dows roufed us all; the tnorning was 
clear^ and gave aflurances of fo fine a day, that 
I was determined to penetrate into the woods^ 
and climb as high as the fnow would, allow me. 
The peafant, who had ^companied me the 
preceding day^ offered his ferviceSj but warned 
me not to exped: any great progrefs on that fide 
of the mountain, as the v^llies were deep, and 
, the precipices tremendous. Having again agreed 
upon a place of meeting with the fervants, and 
enjoined them to keep a great fire burning, 
that we might be guided by the fmoke, I kt 
out for the heart of the forcft. We travelled 
two hours through groves of trees of furprifing 
fize and height, the foil beneath a Ihivery ftonc 
covered with mofs, and here and there a bare 
ledge of lava appearing above ground. In the 

opisn' 
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ppen places the grafs was very fine and ftort ; 
it is remarkable for fattening ftieep, but often 
fuxfeits them with its fuperabundance of rich 
|Uicejs ; the remedy for this diforder is to draw 
|l>lood from the aninial's ear. The paftures of 
j£tna are divided into nine diftrifts^ that thje 
different proprietors of flocks naay mt interfere 
with each other. 

Near the entrance qf tha wood, chefnut and 
oak trees are intermixed^ afterwards oak alone 
is to be feen ; fonie of them of a prodigious 
fize J the largeft I meafured was twenty-eight 
feet in circumference As we approached the 
inner verge of the woody region, the oaks di- 
minilhed in bulk and number, and were fuc- 
ceeded by the f^eda pine; but I faw none among 
thefe of any large dimenfionsi or proper for 
naval purpofes. The guide told me it was cuf- 
tomary to tap them, and that they yielded a 
very fine turpentine of fpecial efficacy in healiag 
wounds. He faid there was a variety of v^)d 
animals and birds upon the mountain, but not 

,fo 



JOWRNCy TO l4»?SlKAj Jl^ 

fa many as there were when people werie leff 
iexpcrt at the ufe of the gun. He reckom^ll 
inany forts of both, among which I recolledt wild 
l)oars, badgers, wild goats, deer, martens, hare?, 
rabbits, partridges, eagles, and falcons j he had 
never heard of any bears being feen there j and 
I found he did not know the difference bctweea 

9 

the flag and the fallow deer *. * 

We now began to find fnow among the fallea 
leaves, and the wood thinner ; the trees more 
flunted, moffy, and bare of boughs; the ftones 
loofer, and the ground lefs over-grown with 
vegetable produdions. Having with great fa- 
tigue crolTed a wide hollow, and climbed up an 
acclivity between two rocky cliffs, with a few 
trees to enliven the dreary fcene, we arrived at 

* I have iince been informed that neither bears nor (lags 
ezift on the iiland. 

Anaxiias, tyrant of Reggium, brought hares into Sicily, 
and a» the people of Meflina were the firft he favoured 
with the brcedp they commeniorated the prcfent by rcprc- 
fentioj{ that aninoal upon their coins* 

the 
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the fummit of a chain of hills; from hence we 
looked down upon a deep and frightful valley ; 
itsfur&cewas compleatly fmoothed ^over with 
Jhow> which appeared to be deep and danger- 
ous. My guide (topped fliort^ and pronounced 
all farther progrefs ioapradj^able, as certain 
rocks he was acquainted with were hidden be- 
neath the fnow. ' I therefore gave up all thoughts 
of proceeding, and contented myfelf with a 
diftant furvey of the awful fcenes I had not the 
power of vifiting. On my return through the 
woods^ I fometimes caught a glimpfe of the 
pillar of fmoke that rofe from the place of ren« 
dezvous, and fleered my courfe accordingly* 

I now defcended the mountain to the fields 
that furrounded the celebrated chefnut-tree. 
called from its aftonilhing fize Caftagno di cento 
cavallij as fuppoiing it capable of Iheltering an 
hundred horfe under the canopy of its boughs. 
It ibmds fingle on a gentle rifing, the ground 
round it is an open pafture bounded by woods 
and vineyards j the height of it has been much 

diminiflied 
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^dimtciihed of late years by the tops of the 
branches being lopped to increafe its fruitful- 
ncfs ; the boughs yet meet at a very confiderable 
elevation from the ground. When I firft favr 
this tree, 1 concluded myfelf impofed upon by 
the defcriptions of preceding travellers ; and was 
convinced that the original tree had been cut 
down^ and the prefent group formed by new 
ihoots fprung out of the old root ; but upon a 
clofer examination I changed my opinion. This 
wonderful produdion of the vegetable kingdom 
confifts of a trunk, now fplit to the furface of 
the earth, but, as I found by digging all 
round, united in one body at a very fmall depth 
below ; of this trunk five divifions are formed, 
each of which fends forth enormous branches. 
,The exterior furface of thefe divifions are co- 
vered with bark, none has, yet grown on their 
infide, and they all turn towards a common, cen- 
tre. The interfticcs are of different extents; 
one is wide enough for two coaahcs to driva 
abreaft*— In the middle is a: hut corcred with 

tileg, 
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tiles, where the fruit of the tree is depofited; 
Our whole caravan^ men and animals^ were at 
our eafe in this extraordinary indofure ; and, 
while the horfes ^^t their oats, we fptead our 
cloaks on the^gtound, and dined id two fet^^ 
without interfering with each other. This will 
not appear incredible, when I aflure my rea*^ 
ders^ that, after three meafurements takep with 
the utmoft nicety and attention, I found the 
circumference of this mighty tree to be, at one! 
inch above the ground, one hundred and ninety- 
fix Englilh feet on the outfide. As the line 
was drawn ftraight acrofs the vacancies, the real 
fize of the circle ought to be computed fiill 
bigher ** 

* Rcid^fel fayi it mcafurcd 204 palms (about 176 feet)#- 
He probably held his meafuring line farther from the 
ground than I did. Menielle gives it 149 French feet, or 
near 160 Englilh. " The author of " Voyages en different 
Piays de I'Europe," who perhaps took his intelligence from 
Ileidefel, and by miflake put feet for palms, gived it 204 
feot circumference* 

Within 
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iVithin fight of this chefnut*tree, which for- 
toctly belonged to St. Agatha, but has lately 
been declared the property of the crown, grow 
fevefal trees of the fame fpecies, perhaps (till 
more worthy of admiration, as their trunk is 
yet intire. I took the dimenfions of the largeft 
at the height of three feet ; it is fifty-feven feet 
round, with a ftraight bole free from crack or 
flaw, and clear of branches to the height of 
fifteen feet^ I never beheld fo beautiful and 
flouriihing a tree. After thefe giants of vege- 
tation all other trees appeared pigmies, and I 
pafled them unnoticed* The decline of the 
day now warned me of the ncqeffity of quitting 
JExnn. and continuing my journey. 

We travelled down the eaftern declivity of 
the mountaih, through a trad: of well-woodedy 
and well-cultivated hills. The way was no 
other than the bed of a torrent, rough and ftony. 
I was fo accufiomed to bad roads, and fo confi- 
dent of the fteady foot of my mule, that^ I fek 
no apprehenfions from this fapid defcent; this 

animat 
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animal did not make the leaft falfe ftep, or by 
any fudden motion once call off my attention 
from the enchanting fcenes around me. My 
heart was dilated with pleafure as I beheld the 
gay cloathbg with which the rofy*coloured blof- 
foms covered the yet leaflefs almond*trees^ and 
the golden glow with which the fetting fun 
tinged every obje&. The firft village we ar- 
rived at is placed on the brink of an immenfe 
bed of ilones^ which is at prefent dry, but 
bears the marks of a mighty ftream having 
heretofore taken its courfe this way. The great 
breadth of this channel furprifed me, for I faw 
no reafon from its depth to think it a natural 
refervoir, or pafiage for the melted fnow in the 
ipring, which could not be fuppofed to form fo 
great a body of water as was neceflary to fill it* 
The curate of the village infprtned me, that it 
was occafioned by a moft aftoni^ing volume of 
hot water, which in the year 1753 had forced 
its way through the fides of the mountain, about 
two hundred years above, rufhing down to the 

fca 
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fea with incredible velocity aiul JrrtiiAible vio- 
Ictice^ bearing away all houfea^ tt^es, and other 
obftacleS'to its furious oourie, ^nd kaving no* 
thing but burnt flones and rubbilh^ where it had 
found line orchards and a rich vegetative folk < 
At the ^lofe of day, we reached an inn at Li 
Giarri^ 4, large village not far from the fM fidei 
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I CONTINUED my route due north 
through a plain, where the foil is a mixture 
of fandy mould and black afhes, and greatly in- 
ferior in goodnefs to the land. that lies on the 
Hope of the mounuin. Tfeis morning*s ride be- 
tween .^na and the fea was. enchanting. The 
Fiume freddo croffes the road, a clear rapid 
ftream, cold as ice ; its bottom covered with 
grafs, and abounding in fiihj 

Vol. IV. M V/e 
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utmoft fkitt of Mtn3j stud of vdcanlc Axl ; for 
diredlly on Its nortliern bade a diaih of lofty: 
broken mountains, eompofed of marhlejand va- 
rious forts of calcareous ftones, rifes as a barrier 
againft the encroachments of ignited fubftances. 

TJie afcent to Taormirm is extremdy iibeep 
and rugged. It is a poor town buih tm a nar- 
row level above a precipice, and overiaidng by 
immenfe maffes of rock^ where thevill^eof 
Mola {lands, in one of the boldefi iituations 
imaginable* Taormina contains three thoufand 
inhabitants. 

The ancient Tauromenium was much more 
extenfive-than the prefent town, and. compre- 
hended wiirhin its walls the brow of the pro- 
montory of St. Andrew, where a theatre was 
placed between two high rocks, commanding 
a full view both of JEtna and of the plains. A 
confiderable portion of this building has efcaped 
the ravages of time, and affords the antiquary 
as well as the architeft a rare opportunity of ex- 
amining that divifion of a theatre, on which the 
4 - . aftors 



JpirRHXT TO WSSSINAt 165 

aftors flood ; a pan wanting in aUnoft all otheir 
ruinated theatres* The arcades are all com- 
pofed of brick^ the reft of the walls of pebbles, 
and covered with marble cafings ; none of the 
feats exift in perfeft prefervation, though many 
rows of them were cut out of the live rock ; 
time has confumed even the rock* The wh<de 
range of the vomif»Fia and galleries that en* 
circled the feats is yet ftanding as high from the 
ground as the bottom of the fecond order ; the 
profcenium which formed the chord of "the 
arch is almoft entire ; k is a thick wall^ with k 
large opening in the centre^ and three niches ; a 
fmall door^ and a fourth niche on each fide ; 
between each of thefe apertures^ or tcctSks, 
arc marks in the wall, where columns were 
placed. The magiflrates of Taormina, who 
caufed fome reparations to be made, fixed a 
few fragments of (hafts before this fcreen, upon 
a narrow terrace that fupported the floor of the 
ftage. While the columns were entire in their 

M 3 . proper 
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proper places^ the niches filled with ftatues^ 
and the marble cafing was yet upon the brick 
wall, there fcarcely remained fpace enough for 
cv^n one perfon to walk along, much lefs for a 
company of a&ors to perform a drama j yet, 
fome obfervers have imagined that this fmall 
extent conftituted the whole of the ftage: it 
appears perfedtly clear to me that this fcreen 
was a permanent decoration of architedure, 
which ferved on all occafions as fcenery, and 
that the place where the comedians exhibited 
their performances, was a wooden ftage floping 
forwards to a tranfverfal wall, no'iV almofi ruined 
to the ground, but lUU fufEcient to mark its 
deftination : under the iatermediate fpace were 
vaults and partitions* According to this plan, 
the ftage becomes a parallelogram of one hun« 
dred and thirty-eight feet by fifty-eight. On 
each fide is a lofty fquare building, advancing 
as far as the laft-mentioned wall ; it confifts of 
n bafement^ and two upper flories, from the 

higheft 
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highefl: of which a communicating gallery was 
carried along the back fcreen ; the diameter of 
the feqiicurcular part of the theatre^ where the 
audience fat, is 14Z Engliih feet *. 

'f This ruin has an admirable effedt^ and, 
^hcn entire, muft have been one of the moft 

noble 

* Farther particulafi may be found in D'Orvillc, Rci- 
deiel, and other authors. 

f A duke of St. Stephano carried off all the Aatues suid 
ornaments of the theatre, but the magiftrates of Taor- 
mina, finding this monument admired by foreigners, have 
beftowed occafional repairs upon it, and replaced fome 
fragments of the columns ; they are of white marble, and 
of the Corinthian order. By the turn of their foliage and 
other members, I take them to have been erected about 
fhe time of Domitian. 

Nummi Tauromenitanu 

Ex Auro. 

X. Cap, imb. laun pileus.— Tripus TATPOMENITAN. 

£x Argento. 
I. Bovis facics— Racemus TATPOM. 

M 4 Ex 
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Boble buildings in Sicilf. The wall of the city 
ran in a horizcmtal line under the brow of the 
hill behind the theatre, and without were placed 
the fepuichres of the citizens.*^SonK remain in 
liiin ^ others are converted inU)dwellii^-«houies; 

Ex iEre. 
I. Cap. ApoUinis Archagetae — Minotaurus TAYPOME- 

WITAN. 
3. Idem cap.— Racemus TAYPOMENITAN. 

3. Id. cap.— LyraTAYPOMENiTAN* 

4. Id. cap.-pTripu8 TAYPOMENITAN. 

5* Cap. Baccki— Diana s. lane ten. canU TAYPQMENI* 
TAN. 

6. Cap. Jovis— Aquila fubfl. inf. HI. TAYPOMENITAN.- 

7. Cap. Pall.— nodtua TAYPOMEN. 

5. Cap. mul. — Mul. &. s. bacul. TAYPO. 

9. Cap. Apoll. TAYPO — Tripus AHOAAfiNO. 

10. Cap. Apoll. — Taurus TAYPOMENITAN. 
11.^ Cap. mul. caniAro coron. — Minot. ftella. 

12. Cap. imb. no6bia, — Taurus TAYPOMENITAN. 

13. Cap. imb. vir. — Minotaurus. 

14. C^p. Apoll. Archagetae— Taurus coroupet. TAY- 
POMENITAN. 

and 
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flmd one of tbefe c$iumbaria is adually ufcd as a 
dov^-cote»^ On the declivity above the town are 
feterai ancient refervoirs, arcHed and plaiilcred; 
tke beft preferved one is divided by a row of 
maffive pillars into two rooms, lighted by {ctaU 
circular windows near the cieling. 

The afoent to Taormina was very fteep and diffi- 
culty but I found the defcent on the* other fide 
Hill more precipitate and perilous. The charms 
of the landfcape amply repaid my labours. Were 
I to name a place that pofleffes every grand and 
beauteous qualification for the forming of a 
piftiire; a place on which I Ihould wifli to em- 
ploy the powers of t Salvator or aPouffin; 
Taormina (hould be the objedt of my choice.— 
Every thing belonging to it is drawn in a large 
fublimeHyle; the mountains tower to the very 
clouds, the caftles and ruins rife on mighty 
maffes" of perpendicular rock, and feem to defy 
the attacks of mortal enemies;- jILtna with all 
its fnowy and woody fweeps fills half the ho- 

. rizoo ; 



I^O JOUILKET TO MESSINA; 

rizon ; the fea is ilretched out upon ao immenfo 
fcale^ and occupies the remainder of the pro* 
fpe£i;. I regretted much not having it in my 
power conveniently to fpend (onxe days on this 
delightful fpot. 

We travelled many miles along the. beach, 
which is extremely confined by high clifFs* 
They are calcareous and generally of a fpecies 
of red and white marble^ which was in great 
efteem among the ancients* The houfes in the 
villages on the Ihore are built with alternate 
courfes of brick and ftone, a method very fre- 
quently pradifed by the Greeks and Romans. 
The torrents were all di:y j but their ftony bedsj 
and the wide extent which the rubbleftones 
cover, flxew how furious their courfe muft be 
after heavy rains. I accounted it a very fortu- 
nate circumftance in my tour through Sicily, 
that out of the great number of rivers^nd moun- 
tain dreams I was under the neceffity of pajffing, 
only two were fo fwoln with floods as to caufe 
any delay in my journey, though from the feafon 

of 



JOVRKCT TO MXtSXNA* 171 

af the year I had reafon to exped that fort of 
inconvenience more frequently. 

I flopped at Fiume di Nifij and early next 
morniag entered the city of Meffina^ through a 
range of gardens and fuburbs^ which prefented 
a yery novel fcene^ after a long coafting ride. 
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SECTION LVL 



AS I entered Mcffina on the land fide, I felt 
none of thofe fenfations of furprize and 
delight, with which travellers declare them- 
felves in a manner overcome on a firft view from 
the fea ; my admiration rofe gently and gradually 
as my walks led me to a view of the different 
beauties of its fituation ; for, in my way to the 
inn, nothing occurred to give me a very high 
opinion of the city; narrow ftreets, gloomy 
houfes, little buftle of trade, and flill lefs Ihew of 
luxury. 

A. large 
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A large chain of mountains prefles upon the 
fliore, and part of the city {lands upon elevated 
ground.-— The mountains are many df thera 
aobly. wooded; the h|Us before them finely 
chequered with groves and fields. As the town 
r«ns ii a fweep along the edge of t deciivity, 
every buiiding of confequence is feen to advan« 
tage^ while the lefs noble part^ are hidden by 
the Palazzsta. This is a regular ornamental 
range of lofty houfes^ with nineteen g$tes^ an- 
fwering to as many fireets.; it follows the femi- 
circukr bend of the port for one mile and five 
poles^ and would have been the handfomeil line 
of buildings in Europe^ had the defign been 
com{>leted ; but a coniiderable part of the extent 
is nc>t finilhed, except merely in the front wall, 
and that feems to be in a very ruinous condition. 
Philibert Emmanuel of Savoy, viceroy of Sicily 
in 1622^ began this princely work. Before it 
is a broad quay, decorated with ftatues and 
fountains ; fhips of any burden can moor clofe 
to the parapet, in great depth of water. At 

the 
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the weft extremity is a fmall fort and a gate i 
the other end is clofed by the governor's houfe 
and the citadel^ a modern, pentagonal fortrefs^ 
built cm the point where the ifthmus or bracchi9 
di San Raniero liTues from the main land. On 
this flip of low ground, which, with the P^j* 
lazzata, forms the circular harbour of Medina, 
one of the fineft in the world, are placed the 
light-houfe, lazaretto, and, on the point, the 
old caftle of St. Salvatore. The circumference 
of the port is four miles ; it probably owes its 
formation to an earthquake, which opened an 
immenfe chafm, and then filled it with water. 
The depth is fo great, and the ihore fq abrupt, 
that a few weeks before my arrival at Meflina^ 
an Engliih (hip, by ihifting her ballaft, as fhe 
was hauling up to be careened, fank in feventy 
fathom water clofe by Salvatore. The Chroni- 
clers fay, that the duke of Puglia and his Nor. 
mans landed firft on an iiland before Meffina, 
and that he vowed to build a church there in 
honour of San Salvatore if he fucceeded in his 

cntcrprize. 
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cntcrprize.r— From this expreflion, one w6u14 
imagine that the braccbio was not then con- 
neded with the ifland of Sicily. 

Near the Hght-hpufc is a kind of whirlpool in 
the fea^ ihewQ as the Charybdis of the ancients, 
I faw nothing in it more than a rippling occa- 
$onedby the mieeting of the tide and currents. 
The bottom of the Streights is fhallow^ and 
full of rocks,; confequently^ numberlefs points 
and cavities inufl occur to obflruft and perplex 
the regular courfe of the current, and caufc 
whirlpools that are dangerous in ftormy weatherj 
or even in dead calms, when veflels may be 
embayed and drawn among the ihallows from 
which they want wind to extricate themfelves* 
I take it for granted that the fea has worn itfelf 
a paflage through the Faro much more eafy 
and expanded than it was when Homer com-^ 
pofed his OdyiTey, which perhaps was not many- 
centuries after the waves had burft through the 
Conne£ting Ifthmus between Sicily and the coafl 
•f Reggio. Then Scylla. might indeed be a 
5 tremendotts 
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tremendous rock, and the hoUows under the 
fea, where the waters yet foaming, and agitated 
by the refinance they had met with at Scylla, 
were hurried atid whirled about, muft have 
been an irrefiftible vortex, from which no ihip 
could efcape. The alternate aiffcion of fwa4k>w« 
ing up and revomiting the wreck, was fimilar 
to that of a pool at the foot of any lofty €af- 
cade :. logs of wood that arc fwept over a pre- 
cipipe by the violence of a mount^iin torrent are 
thus abforbed, and Arown up again. Ulyflfei 
might (tick to his fig-tree till the maft rofe 
again from the dfeep, and catch it as it emerged 
with the Tcturn of the tide, though the poet 
has extended the time of his hanging beyond all 
bounds of probability. I think it is clear from 
Homer's defcription, that Chary bdis was almoft 
oppofite Scylla, and feveral miles north of the 
place where Meffina now flands. No fpot an* 
fwers it fo well as the Pantano grandc, a large 
pool now furrounded with ^and on the ifthmus 
of cape Peloro, but flill communicating with 

the 
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the fca by fome fabterraneous conduit, as its 
waters are fait, and ebb and flow regularly with 
thpfe of the Streights : it is full of purpurae, and 
other fea fliell-fiih. Before the fands were caft 
.up by fome commotion of the earth fo as to in- 
xrlofc this pond, it was probably the bottom, of 
a fniall bay^ refembling the end of a net^ into 
.which veflels that had the fortune to Acer clear 
of Scylla were hurried by the rapidity of the 
currents. They ftill reign at the entrance of 
the Faro, but are certainly lefs violent than they 
were when the paflage was more confined, A 
tide is very perceptible at all times ; but it has 
been obferved to be uncommonly ftrong between 
the full moon of December and the new moon 
of January. The fea is then fo difturbed with 
the druggies and contrary motions of its tides 
and currents, as to produce innumerabJe whirl- 
pools, that render the navigation of the Streights 
cxceffively perilous: fifhermen are afraid at 
that time to venture to fea, or to attempt fpread- 
ing a net : the fame cffe&s in a lefs degree are 
Vol, IV. N felt 
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felt at the fummer folftice. The! agitation of 
this narrow fea is alfo very great during the 
time of the Equinoxes ; but there are two fetfons 
of the year, viz. the end of February, or be- 
ginning of March, and the latter part of Sep- 
tember, .or the firft weeks in Oftober, when 
there is fcarce any tide to be difcerned ; a ge- 
neral calm and fmoothnefs reigns upon the fur- 
face of the waters ; obje&s are reflefted upon it 
as clearly as in a mirror ; and every danger of 
vortexes and currents difappears. 

The iniler part of Meffina is dirty, though it- 
contains a confiderable number of neat churches, 
and large iubilantial dwellings. The cathedral 
is Gothic, enriched with Saracenic mofaics on 
the altars and ihrines ; the front of the high 
altar is particularly fplendid ; Gagini has embel- 
lilhed the pulpit and fome tombs with excellent 
fpecimens of his art. As this was not the epif* 
copal church on the firft revival of that dignity 
by Earl Roger, I prefume the buildings were 
raifed under his fon or grandfon, cither entirely 

from 
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from the ground^ or upon the foundation and 
reniain$ of fome ancient edifice. Among the 
tombs of feveral illuftrious perfonages^ is that 
of king Alphonfus the Second, whofe former 
exploits and ftern temper of mind were far from 
prognofticating the pufillaniniity with which he 
fled f com his throne, and the defpondency that 
difgraced the clofe of his career. During the 
life of his father Ferdinand, he had exerted him- 
felf with great vigour and animofity againft the 
rebellious barons, and, therefore, lived in con- 
tinual fufpicion of their machinations. As fobn 
as the approach of the king of France, Charles 
the Eighth, who claimed the crown of Naples 
in right of the fecond houfe of Anjou, had en- 
couraged the diicontented nobles openly to de- 
clare their hoftile intentions, a panic ftruck the 
foul of Alphonfus; he refigned his^fceptre to 
Ferdinand his fon, a youth of great expeda- 
tions, and a favourite with the nation, and 
threw himfelf into the arms of his coufin the 
king of Arragon. His fears operated moft 
N z powerfully 
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powerfully on his degraded mind ; but the nap* 
tural violence of his temper only changed iti 
obje(^ ; for in his retreat at Meffina he became 
a mere penitent friar, paffing his days in the 
thurches, and driving away the bitter refledions 
that haunted him by long prayer and fcvere 
praftices of mortification. In thefe habits he 
paiTed ten months after his abdication, and then 
died, an objed^f wonder and contempt, but 
not of pity, to his contemporaries. 

In the treafiiry of this church is prefervcd the 
palladium of Meffina, a letter from the Virgia 
Mary ta its citizens *^. 

This 

* The Hoiy ia a» folbws : After Samt Faul 'had made 
fome day at Meffina,. a circumftance of his travels unno- 
ticed by Saint Luke, the Mefliaefe prevailed upon him to 
return to Jer\ifalem with an embafly of four perfons fenC 
by the city to the Virgin Mary.. Their excellfincie* were 
gracioufly received by her, and brought back a lettct 
written whh her owm h»id, in the Bbbrew tongue, whidh 
Saint Paul tranllated into^Greek* By the irruption of thf 
Saracens this invaluable treasure was lofl, and utterly for* 

gottea 
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This is the. title upon which ther Meffine/c 
built their intenfions to pre-eminence over the 
whole ifland, nay^ ovct the whole world ; . to its 
virtues and patronage they attribute every piece 
of good fortune, and to their own ufiworthinefs 
all finifter events that have befallen them. The 
authenticity of this epiftle has. been ferioufly 
impugned, and of courfe vigofoufly tkfended 
by many Sicilian divines and difputators. The 

writers 

' gotten till the year 1467, when Conflantine Lafcaris, a 
reifugee Greek, found a copy of it, and turning it into 
Latin, made it known tb the citiaen*, and then to all the 
Catholic world. Its authenticity is now fo well eftablifhed 
at Meffina, that Regna the hiftorian candidly acknowledges, 
that whoever was to confefs even a doiibt on the fubjed in 
that city would be treated as an infidel. 

This curious epiftle is conceived ii^ thefe terms. 

Maria Virgo Joachijn filia Dei humiriima Chrifli Jefu 
crucifai Mater cxtribu Judae flirpe David meflanenfibut 
biinnibus falutem et Dei patris oAinipotentis benedidionem. 
Vos omnes fide magna legatos ac nuncios perpublicum do- 
trumentum ad tios mififle conftat. Filium noflrum Dei 
jgcnitum Deum et hominem cffc fatemini et in cceliim po'fi: 
N J fuani 
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writers of ttxis nation are remarkable for main- 
' taining with zeal every tradition, and pretenfion, 
however doubtful, that has ever been received 
among the inhabitants ; they will not allow the 
ilighteft fault to be found with the natural or 
artificial produftions of their country, or fufFer 
Sicily to be deemed inferior to any thing but 
Paradifc. I believe the judicious prince of 

Torremuza is the firft Sicilian that dared to dif- 

I 

pute the authenticity of any infcriptipn or monu- 
meot, which had been admitted as genuine. 
This tenacioufnefs may perhaps originate in the 
influence of the inquiiition ; for no man, how* 

{uam refurre^tionem afcendilTc Pauli ap&doli ele£d prxdi- 
patione mediante viam veritatis agnofcentes* Ob quod vos 
et ipfam civitatem benedicimus cujus perpetuam protean- 
cem nos effe volumus. Anno filii sodri XLII. Indid. I. 
III. Nonas Jimii luna XXVIL feria V. ex Hierofolymis. 
Not to dwell upon the aftronomical blunders in thefe 
dates, let it fuffice to obferve, that Lafcarii was not aware 
that Denis the Little, a Syrian monk, in the fizth cen- 
tury, was the firft who made ufe of the sera that com* 
yiences at our Saviour's birth. 

ever 
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ever certain of the falfity of an opinion, or of 
the forgery of a monument, will venture to 
ijpeak his mind, or th^yart the general fentiment 
in a country, where his life and property depend 
upon the judgment which prejudiced and, pro* 
bably, ignorant men (hall pafs upon his work ; 
but whenever this fword of Damocles ihall be 
removed from the heads of the literati, we may 
exped to fee in Sicily a molt happy change in 
the fyftem of fcicnce *. 

There is another church in this city that de- 
ferves particular notice, not fo much on ac- 
count of its architedure or ornaments, as for 
its being the laft refuge of the Greek liturgy, 
which was once the predominant fervice ot the 
iiland, but gradually abolifiied by different con- 
querors# 

It is dedicated to the V. Mary de Grapheo, 
or of the Letter, which denomination may, per« 

* Their Siciliaa majcfties, ever eager to adopt any plaa 
that may tend to the welfare or improvement of their fub- 
jefts, have abolifhcd this moft odious tribunal. 

N 4 hapsj^ 
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Baps, have fumiflied Lafcaris with the idea of 
his letter. It is known at prefent by the name 
of la Cattolica. A ccording to the Greek canons, 
the entrance of monaftic churches was recipro- 
cally forbidden to each fex, and the cathedrals 
were the only places of worfhip where a daily 
facrificc was offered up by the biftiop and ckrgy^ 
and where both men and women were prefent 
at the fame time, but iii diifFerent parts of the 
church. From this general admittance, the 
building acquired the title of Catholic or uni- 
vcrfai. 

When the vi&oridus Norman earl had com- 
pleted the rcdiidtion of Siqily,- he fixed the fee 
of a bifliop atTraina, under whofe jurifdidtiori 
he placed all Greek as well as Lsitin Chriftians 
of the diftridt : upon the fee being removed to 
Meffina, he indulged the Greeks with afupreme 
paflor of their own by the title of Protopapa, a 
dignity which, with many effential diminutions 
of authority, fubfifts to this day. 

Since the fourth Lateran council in 1225, 
thefe Greeks have been fuppofed to conform to 

the 
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the Latin rite, and as a teft of their ^belief in 
the difputed points between the churches, are 
obliged to attend divine ferTice on a particular 
day in the cathedral^ and there to fing certain 
paflages declaratory of thefe contefted articles. 
While commerce flouriihed at Meffina, before 
rebellions and the plague had reduced its popu* 
htion to a ihadoAv of its former date, the Greek 
fchool here was in great repute, and boafted of 
many learned men belonging to its body ^ but 
it has long been reduced to a ftate of bfignifr- 
cancy ; the Greeks aflrually refident at tbis port 
fend their youth into the Levant to ftudy, and 
however ignorant thefe fcholars may return, 
they at leaft bring back with them ftrong pre* 
judices againft the Latin doggias, though they 
may n^ver be fo incautious as to divulge their 
ifentiment^* The protopapa is dreft in a very 
fumpcuous manner, Md performs many epifco^ 
pal fun&ions as far as mere ceremony goes, 
for he has no powers left; he is nominated by 
the pope, and confirmed in hi$ dignity by the 
archbiihop of Meffina. 

A fimilar 
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A fimilar inftitution was edablifhed at Reggib 
in Calabria by earl Roger ; though extremely 
hoftite to the Greeks^ whom he knew to be di£- 
affeAed to his governnienty he found it found 
* policy to treat with lenity a people that was ftill 
formidable by its numbers, and to enflave them 
imperceptibly under the enjoyment of their own 
civil and religious laws; the Greek communion 
lias failed at Reggto from the beginning of the 
laft century, and its nomioal paftor has long 
]|jeen a Roman prieft. 

-^Aftcr the introduftion of the Chrtftian hie* 
rarchy, the faithful of Sicily and Magna Grecia 
were fubjedl; to the jurifdiSion of the biihop of 
Rome, and adhered to his commuDion long 
after the emperor Leo Ifauricus had renounced 
all obedience to that fee *. It was not till the 
tenth century that Peter, biihop of Otranto, in 
order to pleafe the patriarch Folyeuftei, and to 

* Pagi fays, Sicily acknowledged the patriarch of Cod* 
ftantinople from that timej but other authoritiei prove it 
ta be a mifiakCf 

obtaiA 
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obtain the dignity of metropolitany conformed 
to the Greek rite^ and fet the example of fepara- 
tion to the clergy of thofe parts of the empire ; 
Sicily being fubjcdt to the Mahometan yoki, 
and loft to all connexions with Rome, imitated 
the conduA of the Calabrians in thefe ecclefiafti- 
cal difputes ; but earl Roger, a zealous member 
of the Roman church, and, through policy, a 
declared enemy to the Grecian emperor and his 
communion, reftorcd the pope to full authority 
over Sicily as foon as he had perfedted the cott- 
queft of it. He detained one third of all its 
lands* for the ufe of the crown, another he 
divided among his followers, and the laft divi- 
fion he gave to the church, without any claiih 
upon the two other fliares for tithes. But in 
the midft of this excedSve liberality to the 
clergy, fome care was taken by the Sicilian lav 
to guard againft their encroachments, though 

* I do not fuppofe he took «i/ the lands from the old 
proprietors, 9s many Greek and Saracen families remained 
long after oa the iiland in affluent circumflances^ 

^ probably 
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probably without conftant fuccefi^, Bjr one rc^ 
gulation it was ilipulated, that all ecckfiaifiics, 
who by any means fhould acquire poffeJEons 
that had been allotted to the laity, were to dif- 
pofe of them, by fale or. other wife, within one 
year and a few weeks : trufts and fidtitious con- 
. veyances eafily defeated the intentions of this 
ftatute. The moft eflential theek to clerical 
power was given by the pope himfdf ; Urban 
the Second, by a bull dated in the . year X098, 
whicb.has been the fubjeftof mpchcontroverfy, 
appointed earl Roger and bis ftrcceflbrs perpe- 
tual vicars of the apoftpKc fee, ai>d legates ki 
^the ifland. The pontiif thus put into the hancls 
of the. Sicilian monarchs a weapon that has often 
been employed againil the court of Rome, and 
has defended Sicily againfl maiiy ^attempts to- 
wards an extention of papal authority. This 
legatine power is exercifed by a tribunal called 
La Monarchia, which has often been attacked 
and anathemati2ed. The pope entertained hopes 
of deftroylng this court during the precarious 
3 fituatioa 



J 
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fituation df^ Sicily under the boufe of Savof^ 
tlnd infttgated the biihop of Lipari to difpute 
its authority:, and appeal from its fentcnoc to him; 
but, cofitrary to cxpedation, Vidor Amadeus 
defended his rights with vigour, and the plans 
of the court of Rome were defeated. This tri* 
bunal judges all ecclefiaftical appeals from the 
ordinary, and in the firil inftance decides alt 
caufes relative to perfons exempted from tht 
common jurifdidions, and fubjed to the pope 
only. 



SECTION LVII. 

» 

THE firft name of M^ffina was Zan^Ic^' 
which in the old language of Sicily meant 
a fickle, alluding, as fome authors fuppofe, to 
the form of the port, or, according to others, 
to the fertility of the country. Allured by the 
advantages of its (ituation, the Cumasans, a 

commercial 
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commercial and enterprifing people^ invaded 
the ifland and drove the Siculi from this fettle* 
ment ; they were in their turn overpowered by 
a band of Samian adventurers, who made way 
for a colony of citizens of Meffene, and under 
thefe mailers it changed its name to Meflene^ or 
Meffana *. Their government was of Abort du* 
ration, for in the 289th year before Chrift, it 
was deftroyed by the Mamertines, a war-like 
unprincipled nation, inhabiting the fouth part 
of Brutium. Thefe foldiers being received into 
Meffina, on their return to Italy from Syracufe, 
where they had ferved as mercenaries in the 
army of Agathocles, took an opportunity of 
maifacreing the inhabitants, and ufurping their 
pofleffions ; in order to fupport themfelves againft 
the refentment of the Sicilian powers, they im- 
plored the prote£kion of the Romans, who, eager 

* This name could not be derived from the word Mtffis^ 
barveft, as Mr. Brydone fuppofes, becaufe the city was 
called MefTene long before a word of Latin had ever been 
fpoken in Sicily. 

to 
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to extend their dopiitiion beyond the limits cff 
Italy, and jealous of the growing power of Car- 
thage, made no fcruple to fuccour thefe aflaffins 
with a confular army. This ftep brought on 
thefirft Punic war. The Mamertines reaped 
no other fruit from the alliance but a more ho* 
courable degree of flaycry, for fuch was the 
real nature of their conned:ion with Rome, 
whatever name it might be difguifed under. 

Meffina was however always diftinguiihed by 
particular attentions and favours from the fenate, 
and, excepting a (hort period, during the wars 
of the Triumvirate, appears to have tailed all 
the fweets of Roman profperity, without par- 
taking of the bitter draughts of adveriity. Its 
fate, in the ruin of the empire, \yas fimilar to 
that of the reft of Sicily. In 829 Melfina fell 
into the hands of the Saracens, but obtained 
very honourable terms of capitulation ; for half 
the city was left to the Chriflians, where they 
w^re^tocbe governed by their own laws, and 
profefs their own religion undifturbed* In the 

other 
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JDther refided the bey of one of the five provinces 
into which the Arabian conquerors bad divided 
the iiland. Notwithftanding this indulgence, 
Meffina was the firfl: to caft off the yoke in 1037, 
when George Maniaces landed an army of Greeks 
and Normans on the Ihore of the Faro; it 
afterwards held out i^gainfl: the whole Muflulman 
force, till the feeble ftate of a diflraftcd empire 
Ihut out all hopes of affiflance from Conftan* 
tinople : this unfortunate city then opened its 
gates to the army of the caliph, and felt very 
feverely the weight of his refentment ; but it 
did not long groan under the yoke^ for in lefs 
than twenty years Roger the Norman took it 
by furprize and delivered it from Mahometan 
oppreffion. During tl^e crufado, our Richard 
Coeur de Lion, and Philip Auguftus king of 
France, wintered here in their way to Paleftine, 
a fojourn marked by continual quarrels, confia* 
gration and bloodihed. The Meffinefe were 
particularly tardy in entering into the national 
confpiracy of 1282, but afterwards exceeded 

the 
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the reft of the infurgents in deeds of cruelty t 
this and the importance of their fituation,'^fiil- 
, gled them out for the firft objed:s of Charles's . 
vengeance : he invefled their city very clofely^ 
and declared fo openly his determination to rc-^ 
fufe all terms whatever to the beficged, that 
they faw no hopes of fafety but in an obftinate 
defence. Their courage, perfeverance, and fuf-^ 
ferings^were exceffive ; at length their ftrength 
and refources began to fail rapidly^ and every 
circumftance feemed to denounce their fpeedy 
deftrudtion, when Roger Lauria appeared off the 
harbour with the Arragonian fleet, forced the 
king to retire with precipitation acrofs the 
ftreights, dnd, in Jhis fight, defeated and de* 
ftroyed his naval armament. Robert, grandfon 
of Charles the Firft, alfo made a fruitlefs attack; 
but in > the difturbed reign of Frederick the* 
Third, Meflina was- delivered up to Lewis king 
of Naples and his confort queen Joan, who en*« 
tered it in triumph. — In a few years it returned 
to its former poffeffors. The year 1672 was 
Vol. IV. O re« 
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remarkable for the revolt of the Meffinefe*— 
They threw off the Spaniih yoke^ and fwore aU 
legiance to Louis the Fourteenth king of France: 
they were for fome time vigoroufly afiifted by 
the French ; but before the Spaniards had gained 
the leaft advantage to excite any hopes of reco- 
vering fo valuable a pofleffion, Lewis found 
himfelf neceffitated, from motives of political in- 
tereft, to defert his new fubjeds, and leave them 
to the mercy of their old incenfed matters. The 
horror of being thus abandoned, and the chaf- 
tifement infli(fted by Spain, broke the fierce fpirit 
of the Meffinefe; they were fiill ftunned with 
the remembrance and effeds of this blow when 
the plague, in 17439 was introduced from the 
Levant, and fwept away more than half the inha- 
bitants. From this chain of calamities the opu« 
lence^ trade, and population of Meffina have 
been gradually finking, and, unlefs very fa* 
vourable circumftances happen, will every year 
fall lower* The number of its inhabitants does 
not now exceed 30,000. 

The 
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The reception I had met with at Palermo 
di&ouraged me from prefenting any of my Nea- 
politan letters to the nobility of Meffina^ and 
after feeing the churches and other places of 
note, I prepared for my return to Naples* . I 
accordingly agreed for my paffage with a Pro- 
vencal, captain of the cmly Ihip then in the 
harbour bound up the Mediterranean ; I paid 
him a high pfice on condition he left the port 
the next morning, or with the firft fair wind, 
but no fooner had I, at his preffing requeft, fent 
all my baggage on board, than he began to de- 
vife excufes for flaying in hopes of procuring 
more cargo or other paflengers. By affeded 
delays he put off failing for fome days, which 
I pafTed in a very difagreeable manner in con- 
tinual walks between my lodgings and the fliip. 
I am indebted to the politenels of Mr. Bo'meeller, 
the Britiih conful, for the little refpite I had 
from this irkfome employment, and for the en- 
tertainment his company afforded me. At laft, 
feeing the captain as unwilling as ever to fulfil 

O 2 hU 
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his agreement, and being apprchenfive if we did 
fail together in fuch ill-humour with each other, 
that he would not touch at Naples but carry me 
on to Marfeilles, I hired a fix oared fellucca for 
Naples and fet out immediately. The Provencal 
refufed to deliver up my effefts, and, for fear I 
fliould compel him to give them by lodging a 
complaint before the governor, hoifted fail and 
dropped down to Punta del Faro, a few miles off, 
where he call anchor before I had left the 
port *. 

SEC- 

^NummiMeffan. 

£x Argento. 

X . Delphia* AANK.A£-^In tab. quadr* incufs* caput im- 

berbe* 
a, Laurea in qua MEZ — ^Lepus currens concha. 

3. Vir in big. fup. volit. vi6t. gran, hord.— In laurea Ic- 

pus et concha MESSANION. 

4. Biga 2 delph. vid. fupervoL— Lepus cap. hunaan. 

MEISANION. 

5. Figura nuda barb, b curru uno cquo dudo— fol.— 

Lepus MESSANION. 

6. Bi^a 
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SECTION LVIIL 



'T^ H E commerce of both Sicilies is almoft 

entirely of a palfive nature, arifing from 

the neceffity of difpofing of their fuperflupus 

. produds 

6. Biga 2 dclph. ME £S ANION— Lepus. Arift. ME2SA- 

NinN. 
7» Cap. mulieb. gran, reilimit. 2 pifces— Victoria in big« 

— MESSANinN, :iw 
S. Cap. iinb* 2 pifces NAI — Mil. nud. d. haft. s. clyp. 
ten. MJ^SANmN. 

9. Herculis cap. MESSANinN— >Leo. clava ^E. 

10. Fig. in big. duabus mul. dudl. 2 pifces M£££ANO— 
Apis MEZSANO. 

1 1. Fig. in curru cum mul. fulmen MEZSano— -Lepui 
concha. 

12. Cap, Cereris 2 pifces MESSANO-— Miles nud. d. 
haft. 8. clyp. MEZXANinN. 

13. Lepus JE locufta ME2SANAT0N — Polypus. ^ 

O3 Ex 
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products in exchange for thofe of foreign coun- 
tries, which habit and luxury have rendered 
necejQTary to them for the fupport, cloathing, or 
convenience of their inhabitants. A very ftnall 
proportion of their own raw materials are ma- 
nufadured in the country either for home con* 
fumption or foreign fale» and no traffick is here 
carried on by purchailng foreign commodities^ 
on fpeculationy and fending them out again to 
an advantageous market. Induftry of that kind 
is unknown, and the very trifling quantity of 
ihipping belonging to thj^fe realms^ proves the 
little attention paid to fuch a line of trade ; the 
conilant warfare fubfifting between them and 
the States of Barbary, neceflTarily confine? them 
in their voyages, and induces them to give the 
preference to fuch bottoms as navigate under a 

Ex uEre, 

1. Cap. Here. imb. ME2:ZANmN«--Leo txda. 

2. Cap. muL diad. MESXana — Figura in biga. 

3. Biga cum fignr. nud. — Lepus M££ZANX0K* 

Cseteri ad Mamertinos fpeftant. 

free 
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fr^eflag^ Almoft every article received info 
thefe kingdoms may more properly be faid to . 
be called in by artificial wants and the caprices 
of luxuryi than brought to fupply the real call 
of neceffity ; a moderate degree of fpirit and en- 
couragement might eafily procure the fame fup- 
plies at home, or at leaft good fuccedanea; 
lead, iron, and fome other commodities^ muft, 
no doubt, be excepted, and confidered as ac« 
quirable only by importation* On the other 
hand, all the exports are the raw unmanufac* 
tured produce of the foil j therefore in years of 
fcarcity, the inconveniences arifing from the 
itiequalities in their fund, and the equality of 
the demand for foreign merchandize, muft be 
feverely felt. 

In many points Sicily has an advantage over 
Naples, but as to its general mode of traffick is 
much more difagreeably fituated, for Sicily does 
not deal fo dircdtly with foreign ports ; it rc- 
ttlvcs moft of its imports through the medium 

O 4 of 
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of a configntnent to Naples* I fpcak in general 
terms, for it fomctimes happens that foreigners 
bring a freight to the ifland at the rifk of the 
market, and trade diredlly with the Sicilian mer- 
chants : this is th^ cafe in years of bad crops 
in other countries, when Sicily, ftili the never- 
failing granary riof Europe, offers her conftanc 
and abundant harvefts to other nations, and be- 
cpmes the general rendezvous, where the dif- 
trefled countries apply for fuftenance : the ba-. 
lance runs then very high in favour of Sicily, 
efpecially againft Spain, and fpecie is then rc-» 
markably pleritiful in the ifland. 

The numerous rich articles produced in Sicily 
are fo neceflary tq the welUbeing of other na- 
tions, that its profits and profperity would be 
boundlefs, were it not for a multitude of vi- 
cious arrangements and perijicious Ihackles, 
'Vvith which its commerce is harrafled and wafted 
down. I ihall endeavour to point out fome of 
tb? moftonercms, after recapitulating the various 

commodities 
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commodities Sicily can part with to flxangers, 
without injuring or cramping its home con- 
fumption. The real harbours are few where 
veffels can lie in fafety during a ftorm, but 
there are many roads in which, during the fine 
feafon, ihips can ride at anchor and receive their 
cargoes from lighters with great fecurity. 

The principal trade of the ifland is carried on 
at Palermo and MefEna ; the former confumes 
of imports four or five times more than the 
latter ; but on account of lighter duties, Mef- 
fina exports a greater quantity of filk, and fup- 
plies the inland towns with more commodities* 
The bufinefs of bther places on the coaft, con- 
fifts folely in fhipping corn, wine, fait, &c. 
Trapani, on account of its famous falt-pans and 
the (hipping belonging to it, is one of the bun 
ii^fi commercial towns m the iH^ndt 
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CoRK.-^No Ihips can take in a cai^ at any 
port or road in Sicily> without prevtouilf touch- 
ing at Palermo^ and procuring a permit for 
that purpofe at the rate of one tariper falma« 
No exportation of wheat can take place^ but 
by leave of the real patrimmo^ a tribunal that 
takes an account of the year's crop^ and the 
demand for home-fupply^ before it iflues any 
licences for exportation. Thefe are not difficult 
to obtain, nor will I certify what I hare heard 
infinuated^ that the great feudatories find means 
to monopolize thefe permits, and to oblige the 
kfler proprietors of land to difpofe of their corn 
to^them. 

In order to give greater opportunities of car# 
rying on fo lucrative a trade, to which the 
number of ports, efpecially on the fouthern 
coaft, is by no means adequate, many eftablifh* 
raents have been, made at proper places called 

taricatori. 
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CMfUatm. Here com may be brought and dc* 
pofited in public magazines till an opportunity 
ofiers of ihipping it off. A receipt is given^ 
which is negociable like a bill of exchange dur- 
ing one year. The depofit is taken care of, and 
accounted for to* the proprietor, who is at full 
liberty to fell it in what proportion he pleafes. 
The cancatore finds its profit in a duty of eigh- 
teen 'taris per falma on the corn exported, and 
in the increafe of weight in the corn. If a. 
cargo be (hipped immediately after harveft, an 
additional tari is charged to make up for the 
lofs of increafe by this fpeedy removal. Gir- 
genti. Termini, l^ciacca, and Licata, are the 
four great caricatori ; the lefler ones are Marfala, 
Caftelamarc, Siculiana, Terranova, Scoglietti, 
Melaflb, Cefalu, Oliyeri, and a few very fmall 
ones befides. 

Large quantities of barley and pulfe grow in 
Sicily, but very little oats or millet. Canary- 
bird feed is exported to a large amount, and is 
almofl peculiar to the ifland. 

2 Sidney- 
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Kidney-beans abound, and are (hipped moftly 
at Palermo and Scoglietti. Barley at Sciacca, 
Girgenti, Licata, and Scoglietti ; beans and 
other pulfe at Catania, Girgenti, Alicata, and 
Sciacca, Sicily produces but little Indian corn. 

Oil. — Large quantities of oil are exported 
from Melazzo, Oliveri, Pittineo, Cefalu, and 
Palermo, all which places lie on the north lidc 
of the iQand. About 4800 falme annually.* 

Wine. — In abundance and great* variety from 
Syracufe, Catania, Caftelvetrano, Marfala, Caf- 
telamare, and Melazzo. 

Branpy. — Much exported, becaufe theburn- 
ingiof it is not monopolized, nor the exporta- 
tion reftrained as at Naples. 

Cheese. — White of goat's milk, and yellow, 
or cagiocavalb of cow's milk. 

Salt Fish.: — The fiiheries are very produc- 
tive, and great quantities of tunny, anchovies, 
and fardines ar(^ faked and fent from the neigh- 
bourhood of thefe places, where they aro 

caught. 

Silk. 
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Silk. — The art of feeding filk-worms and 
miking filk is faid by Procopius to have beeti 
brought to Conftantinople in the reign of Juf- 
tinian the Firft, in the fixth century, by a monk 
from the eaftern parts of Afia. George of An- 
tioch, commander of a fleet belonging to Roger 
king of Sicily, having made a fuccefsful cruize 
on the coaft of Negropont, carried oif feveral 
artificers Ikilled in the manufafture of filk, and 
the management of the infefts. 'He fettled 
them in Sicily, from whence the art was com- 
municated to the weftern countries of Europe. 

Silk is confidered as the fecond great fourcc 
of riches to Sicily, corn being undoubtedly the 
firft : a quantity of filk, equal in value to a 
million of ducats (187,5001.) is annually ex- 
ported. Palermo and MefEna alone fend it out ; 
a confiderable quantity of the materials are ma- 
nufaftured in both, places ; but Palermo, which 
employs nine hundred looms, exports very little, 
mod of its filks being tifed at home. — Meflina 
employs twelve hundred looms, and Catania ra- 

* I thcr 
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ther more. In the Meffinefe manufadures a 
variety of filks are made, but the Wl is feldom 
well drawn, died, or matched, and the work is 
apt to prove hard and to rub«---Mofl: of it goes 
to the Levant* 

FRUiT.-~The environs of Girgenti abound 
with almonds, but other ports alfo furnifli a 
confiderable dock. Lipari gives raifins and cur- 
rants, but of a quality inferior to thofc of 
Calabria. Sicily alone produces Piftachio nuts. 
Carob beans are like wife an article of trade. Two 
thoufand chefts of oranges are ihipped annually 
at Meffina 

Flax, Hemp, and Cottok.— Very little is 
produced. 

Manna. — ^The Sicilian manna is not fo good 
as that of Mo&te Gargano. Moft of it is ga** 
thered near Carioi, Favarotta, &c. and exported 
from Palermo. A great deal goes lifcewife from 
Meffina, and, as there is neither prohibition nor 
monopoly, and the duty is fixed, thefe trees 
are cultivated with more fpmt and advantage 

here 
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here than in the Jkingdom of Naples, where 
the manna is farmed out, and the trade ham-^ 
pered with baneful exclufive rights and inhibit 
tions* 

Barilla.— A large quantity is (hipped from 
the fouthem coaft. The quantity fent to £ng« 
land is near the half of the quantity fent thithet 
from Spain* 

SALT.-^Trapani produces the whiteft and 
heavieft : Augufta, Camarata, and Spaccafomo 
give a large quantity. It is entirely free from 
all duty, the nation having perfevered and fuc- 
ceeded in a conftant oppofition to every attempt 
made towards raifing a revenue out of it, except 
in the articles of fait for fi(h, for exportation, 
and for feeding Iheep* 

SpMACH.— The moft efteemed comes from 
Alcamo, Caftelamare, andMonreale. The next 
in quality grows at Termmi and Girgenti. 

Lemon-juice.— iMeffina fends off fix thou^ 
fand chefts of pickled lemons, and the reft of 

the 
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the kingdom about as much more ; two hun* 
dred and eighty barrels of lempn-juice weigh- 
ing ten falme each, and 27 cwt. of bergamot* 
juice. 

Hare and Rabbet Skins. — ^Principally the 
latter, as they bear a much better price. 

RAGS.-r-Which the Sicilians are filly enough 
to fell to the Genoefe, and buy back again in 
paper, though they have the example of the 
>Ieapolitans before their eyes, who have built 
paper-mills. 

Sulphur. — Of good. quality and great abun- 
dance, made near Mazzareno and Ihipped at 
Terranova. 

There are other objefts of export trade, which 
might be recapitulated, but not being fuffi- 
ciently confiderable, d9 not . defervc a place ia 
the lift. . The principal articles are linfeed-oil, 
gall-nuts, turpentine, lumber. Sec. 

1 M- 
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IMPORTS. 

As all the fpectes of merchandize that are 
brought into the kingdom of Naples are alfo 
imported into that of Sicily, the lift given in the 
firft volume of the articles imported into the 
Keapolitan ports will anfwer the fame purpofe 
here« The difference between the import traffick 
of each refpe&ive country confifts in this, that 
the Sicilian merchants never fend commiifions 
to the original marts, fuch as England, France, 
Germany, ,or America, but receive their goods 
at fecond-hand from the Genoefe, Venetian, or 
Leghomefe fadors. Indeed it muft be confi- 
dered that they have no bottoms of their owa 
CO fend to market, and If foreign ihips were not 
to come and carry off the produce of their lands. 
It might rot on the furface. So that except the 
Trapanefe, who fliew a little fpark of a&ivity 
and commercial intclligencf , the reft of the na^ 

Vol. IV, P tion 
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tion temains paffive to be plundered by the 
more advcnfyrous fpeculators of other countries. 
Of late, on account of longer credit being given, 
the Sicilians incline more to deal with Naples 
than with I^egborn. The cuftom-houfe of Pa- 
lermo allows fp ftiprt and confined a leave of de. 
pofit or. tranfit, and that embarrafled with fo 
njany complex and inconvenient impofitions, 
that fpeculatio^i becomes -too dangerous an ex- 
perimeot for a merchant with a. moderate ca** 
pitaltotry. 



DUES and IMPOSTS relative to TRADE. 

The proportions and modes of collcdting ob- 
ferved in the management of the cuftoms arc fo 
various, . that it is very difficult to fpeak others 
wife than in general terms, and according to 
-average ftatements. They agree in nothing but 
•the vicious method of charging goods according ' 

• ta 
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td their fuppofed value, not by a regular rat^. 
It is a rule in every port, except Meffina, to 
charge the duty upon merchandize, paffing 
through the cuftom-houfe, according to the efti- 
mate of a broker and the current prices, fb 
that the duties vary every day, and great are 
the inconveniencies and injuftices ajttending fuch 
a vague procedure. 

It is very difficult to give a prccife idea of fo 
complicated a fubjeft, but I Ihall endeavour to 
draw up a Ihort ftatement of the principal dues 
exacted at Palermo and all the reft of the Ifland, 
except Me0ina, which will require an article 
apart. 



On IMPORTATION. 

All goods entered, are valued upon affidavit* 
If they are tranfmitted to any other place in Si-i 
cily, they are exempt from all further duties, 
provided they be landed at places belonging to 

V 2 the 
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the crown ; if on baronial eftates^ or ccdefiafti-^ 
cal diftridsy they are left to the .mercy of parti* 
cular regulations* 
If entered at any other port than Falermoi 
' they are fubjed to the king^s duty and the cu£> 
toms of the place^ which vary titceedingly. 
Sugar and fine cloth can be landed no where 
but at the capital and Meffina. 

The natives of twenty*four cities and towns 
enjoy the privilege of paying lefs than any other 
inhabitants upon certain entriesi but there arc 
fo many other charges made^ that their fran- 
chifes and exemptions amount in reality ts a 
very trifling laving. Befides, the fair of S. Chrif- 
tina at Palermo^ during which foreigners and 
non-exempt natives have the liberty of import- 
ing in a free manner, helps to put all parties 
nearly upon a level. 

All goods pay two taris per onza^ on the va* 

luation^ two grana and one half par cantaro for 

the ufe of the weights^ and five taris for a per* 

mit. Over and above this impofitton^ alt pieces 

a of 
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of dotbi linen, or filk^ pay for meafurement ten 
grana^ and from one to four taris a piece ac« 
cording to the quality. 

Refined fugars pay thirty taris per cantaro, 
Mufcavado fugars twenty, and half per cent, 
for the weights, and dried fiih pays twelve per 
cent, in kind. 

Wax is the only commodity that has a fjxed 
rate, ft pays 14 ounces per cantaro. 

N. B. There is an increafe of thefe duties for 
foreigners and non-exempts that raifes the duty 
from 6^ per cent, to 84. per cent. Goods arc 
allowed to remain fifteen days only m the public 
warchoufes before they are fent into the interior 
parts of the iiland. 

On EXPORTATION. 

Corn pays no duty but the tax upon tbe li- 
cence for exporting. Nothing can be fo va- 
rious as the method of taxation in the different 
ports, and therefore it is impofiibie without en- 

P 3 tering 
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tering into long details to fpccify them. The ' 

only general rule is to tax according to the value 
given in by the brokers. 

Upon an average, the amount of duties paid 
ojpon goods exported is three per cent, for 
dazio regio and 34- for tratta locale. Foreigners 
and non-exempts pay 14. per cent. more. 

It is now fifty-five years fince the commercial 
inhabitants of Meffina, being convinced of the 
inconveniences attending the vague and per- 
plexed fyftem of the Sicilian cuftom houfes, 
applied to government for leave to eftablilh 
other regulations: this being obtained, they 
fixed upon an eafy, equal, and expeditious me- 
thod of proceeding. ' 

All goods imported pay once for all one per 
cent, of their value according to a fixed mode- 
rate rate, and may be exported again without 
any additional demand ; but if they are fent into 
the country, even to Palermo, they becom^ 
fubjcdt to a duty of 3 J per cent* 

All commodities, natives of Sicily, may be 
Xitroduccd upon the fame terms. 

There 
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There are fome fmall exceptions with regard 
to proviiions, falt-filh^ and fugar. 

Refpefting commodities exported, raw-filk 
pays no duty atlthd 'place: where it Is made, 
every thing being paid at Palermo or Meffina j 
at the latter it pays 6f per cent, according to 
the book of rates, fix per cent, for the gabella, 
and four per cent, more for expcnces till the 
ihip fails. 

Manufactured filks are exempt from the ga- 
bella. But there is alfo levied upon all goods 
imported or exported throughout the ifland, 
twenty-five grana per cantaro for weighing. 
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SECTION XIX. 

ON the 7th of February, at three in the 
afternoon, I entered the barge with my 
two fervants. We had only a few changes of 
linen, a mattrefs I had bought for the occaiion, 
a fack of potatoes, and a keg of porter, the 
prefent of an Englifli captain bound to the Le- 
vant, our great coats, and the cloaths we then 
woce* The. arms of the company confifted of 
fny pocket piftols^ without a fecond charge of 

powder 
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iwder and ball ; one hzngjtt, which was gr6wii 

nifty it could not be draWh out of the fcab*. 

^trd ; and two whips. Thus lightly equipped 

I jt left Meffina, and row6i^ along the &ore of 

U Grutta, a famous pilgrimage ; and^ faluting 

%\Xx ]French captain as we pafied him at ahchor^ 

f Reached Cape Peloto, and the Torre dtl ParOb 

.This is a long, fandy neck of knd advaneiti^ 

i 'Within one mile and an half of the Calabrian 

toaft, which is here very abrupt &&d lofty. 

This ifthmiis fhutsup the ftreights to the eye, 
rib that the tower and light-houfe appear to bfc 
Pon the Italian fide of the water. It is fo diffi* 
cult to navigate through the entrance of the 
Faro, that pilots are always flationcd ready t6 
jput to fea, as fooo as a veflel is feen in the 
effing ; if the captain refufes to give up the 
lielm, he becomes perfonally refponfible for 
any accident that may happen to the fhip. The 
diiiance acrofs is fo fmalt, that many inftances 
occur in hiftory of its being pafled in a very ad- 
venturous manner; Timoledn and the Corin- 
' thians. 
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thians, finding the fcas too well guarded by 
tyrant Dionyiius and his confederates for th 
to attempt an invafion of Sicily openly, m; 
ufe of the following expedient to eflecfl tb 
purpofe. They embarked at Rhegium in fm 
fiihing boats, and, making their horfes fwi 
by their fide, thus crofled the channel that Di 
nyfius thought an infuperable barrier. 

When the univerfal fubmiffion of Puglia an 
Calabria gave the Normans leifure to meditat( 
the conqueft of the neighbouring ifland, Rogei 
paffed over with a fmall body of forces, more 
for the fake of reconnoitring the country, ti^ 
ftrength and fituation of his enemies, than with 
the hopes of gaining any folid advantage over 
hem in this firft expedition. He had fome en- 
counters with them, and formed an idez of the 
oppofition he was to exped:; but, being ap- 
prehenfive his few followers might be over- 
powered by |n umbers, thought it prudent to 
retire in time 5 he carried them back to Regg?^' 
in little cobles, and upon rafts. 
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iiarcd: 5^1; the mod extraordinary exploit of the 

are:::: j^ind is found in the life of St, Francis de Pau- 
'F^.V la: The writers of his hiftory boldly affirni, 
) ^^- that being refufed a paflage in the ferry-boat, as 
he had nothing to pay it with, he fpread his 
cloak upon the waters, and raifed one end of it 
nel u with his ftaiT, fo as to form the hull, fail, and 
% maft ; he then ftepped upon it, and with a prof- 

tfq. perous gale croffed the ftreights, 
to ::: I flopped a few minutes to take a laft view of 

land: Meffina, which appears very nobly from this 
point ; and then doubled the Cape of Pelorus, 
the northern promontory of the triangle, from 
which Sicily derived the name of Irinacria^ 
and its emblematical fymbol *. We now glided 
clofe under Scylla's much dreaded rocks, with- 
out caufe of fear ; for the water was fcarcely un- 
dulated, and no furf was feen to break at the 
foot of the cliff, nor bellowing heard among its 
dark caverns^ When a tempefl rages, the 

* Three human thighs joined in a full face crowned 

with cars of corn. 

dalhing 
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4aihing and roaring of the billows^ as they arc 
driven into thefe brokea ^cavities, is truly hor* 
rible^ and capable of ftriking terror into the 
moft intrepid mariner, if his veflcl drives near 
this claih of the elements. A large caftle co* 
vers the fummit of this famous rock, and from 
it a line^of houfes extends on both fides in t 
flope to the beach, which is fimicirculiar, planted 
with trees, and (heltered by very high cliffs *• 
Theinhabitantsof Scyllaare induftrions mariners 
Md fifliermen, and have the reputation of being 
A mild, honeft race of men, but nbt wanting in 
proper Tpirit, when roufed by oppreffion. They 
have lately exhibited a ftrong proof of their 
courage and perfeverance, in a profecution they 
have earried oti againft the lord of the manor. 
^he prince of Scylla, who is of the Rufo fa- 
mily -f-, was accufed of cxercifing the moft 

wanton 

* ^FhdTe cliffs are compofed of calcareous rock refling 
upon a mala of granite. 
f The family of Rufo is fuppofed to be defcended fron 

arelatioo 
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iTftnton tyranny over his vzffdh, atid of employ* 
Ing a^band of mifcreants^ not only againil tho 
property, but even the lives of the unhappy 
Scyllitans. The continuance of fuch barbarous 
ufage drove them to an exertion rather uncom- 
mon in a country where ariftocratical dominion 
has yet fo ftrong a hold ; they formed a com^ 
mittee, and fent it by fea to lay their grievances 
at the foot of the throne^ and to implore t];c 
protection of the king, from whom ak)he they 
could expert fupport and fafety* Thefc pa- 
triotic cii'issM were not daunted by the weighty 
intereft of the baronage, which they forefaw 
would join to defeat their attack upon one of its 
members, nor by the expence to be incurred^ 
and the certainty of ftill greater fufFerings, in 
cafe of ill fuccefs in their law fuit ; they liftened 
folely to ^the fenfe of their wrongs, and the 
acutenefs of their refentment, and purfued their 

a relation of the Norman dukes of Puglia, and has ever 
fince been rated amongft the richeft and greatefi barons of 
therealm? 

objed 
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t)bje6t with unremitting vigour: during the 
ftruggle, they found an able affiftant in their 
fellow citizen P. Antonio Minafi, to whofc 
zeal and intelligence they probably owe the 
vidlory they at laft obtained over their antago- 
nift. — A vidory not fo complete as the juftnefs 
of their caufe might perhaps have entitled them 
to, but certainly very confiderable in fo unequal 
a conflift, and redounding highly to the praifc 
of the fovereign, who muft have found incre- 
dible obftacles of all kinds to overcome before 
he could obtain a candid fair ftate of the cafe^ 
whereon to found his fentence; it was a very 
humiliating one for the prince of Scylla *. 

SEC 

♦ Thefe unhappy differences have been fetded by the 
terrible earthquake which, on the 5th of February, ijS^^ 
deftroyed the town of Scylla ; and by an inundation of the 
fea, that in one moment fwept into eternity 2743 inhabi- 
tants, together with their baron. This fatal event has 
made fo total an alteration in the face of the country I de- 
fcribe, that it feems a duty incumbent upon me to give 

fome 
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[SECTION LX. 

WJ ^ h^^ fcarcely reached the point of Bag- 

nara, before we found the current fee 

info ftrong towards Sicily, that all our cffors 

to 

fome account of it, in order to make' my readers ac« . 
quainted witli' the prefent as well as the former flgteof . 
the unhappy province of Calabria. For that purpof?,! 
ihall firfl tranfcribe a letter written foon after^ from.ScjjUa 
by a pcrfon who had been prefent at every fccne of the.oa- . 
lamity, . ^ ^ 

Scilla, February lo. 

" How am I to defcribe to you the horrors that 

/• have furrounded me without intermiffion fince the fatal 
** day that faw the ruin of our wretched country ?— 
.«* Where am I to find words equal to the acutensfs of my 
** feelings, or fit to cxprefs even a thoufandth part of the 

»< difaftcri 
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to advance were inefiedual^ and we were ob* 
liged to drop down with it to the Sicilian ihore^ 

. and 

** difafters that have beMen ui ? Oh what a day ! But 
^* what a night fucceeded it ! 

^* On the 5th of February at 19 hours and | qu«rter9 
** We felt a ihock that began by an upward heaving mo* 
^ tion, which gave the alarm, and time to moil perfont 
'< to run out of their holies : fome fled to the windows 
** and balconies ; others took refuge under the arches of 
«* the doors* This upright motion of the earth was foon 
«* fucceeded by iliaking and rocking, during which we 
*< beheld our houfes tumbling on all ildes. The walls and 
*^ towers of the cafile were fplit afunder and overturned 
M upon the town ; the buildings below were crufhed to 
^' atoms, and one hundred and fifty perfons periihed in 
** this fall. At night a confiderable part of the inhabitants, 
<* chiefly of the clafs of failors, followed the example of 
** the prince, and repaired to the beach j they there 
^ pitched tents, or lay down in their barks, hoping to pafs 
*f the night in perfe^ fecurity at a didance from sdl 
^buildings* The iky was bright and ferene, the fea 
** lulled in a profound calm, and all thefe poor people 
*^ were indulging in fweet ileep a fliort refpite from theic 

woes. 
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and caft anchor till the ebb of the tide. The 

evening was extrenlely pleafant^ and the profpeft 

• • all 

** woes. In this treacherous ftate of things, a little after. 
" niidnight the whole promontory of Campala fell at once 
!« into the fea, without any previous earthquake *. The 
<«iea fled back before this mafs towards the Golilla del 
•« Faro, where it carried off twenty-eight pcrfons with 
*• their boats and houfes ; then returning with redoubled 
^ fury acrofs its natural channel, flowed On the (hore of 
*< Scylla thirty palms above its ufual level, and three miles 
** along the coaft. As it fell back again, it fwept away 
<* into the abyfs 3475 perfons, who were lying on the 
'** &nds, or in boats. Horrible were the (hrieks of the 
** furvivorSf who happened to be above the reach of the 
** furge, and tremendous was the alarm given over all 
** the furrounding hilk, where the rem^der of the in* 

^ The mountains near Scylla have a hafe of granite aboonding in 
quartz, and mica, with a little field fpath. Above this lies a marine 
calcareous ilratum, and at intervals among it a metallic fchifk, clay, 
• ani vegetable earth. The earthquakes luwl made great perpendicular 
fiffures in Monte CampaU and detached it from the continent ; the 
torrents rufiuag from the higher mountains, and much Increafed by 
rain, compleated XJM feparation by the Weight and action of their 
waters. 
Vot. IV* K:^^ ^habitanti 
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all round truly enchanting ; mountains cnclofcd 
us on every fide but one, where the Liparean 
' ' ' "iflahds 

*• habitants were dilperfed for fafety ! no cries, no la- 
*^ mentations, were heard fromthofe that were thus hur- 
** ried off; they had no power or time to utter any. Next 
" morning prefeftted a m©ft blocking fpedacle ; 800 bodies 
** were walhed afhore, moft of them mangled in fo dread- 
•* ful a manner by the broken boati, goods, and logs of 
** wood that were floated off with them, that fcarcely a hu- 
** man feature remained in thofe faces which we had fo 
•• long known, and looked upon with the pleafure of friends 
** or relations. With flreaming eyes we laboured the en- 
" fuing day, in dragging thefe fad remains into heaps, 
** and confuming them with fire, to prevent the contagioa 
** fo many dead bodies might breed, if left to putrify ia 
*' the open air. A few peifons were drawn out of the water 
*• withiigns of life : butfo wounded anddifabled as. fcarcely 
** to afford room to hope they can recover. Hope, did I 
'* fay ? Alas ! rather ought it to be fear ; for what have 
" they left in life that can be defirablc?— their fortunes 
** ruined — their friends and families deftroyed; — famine, 
** difeafe, and pain, are all they have to expe<5l/* 

The fame inflant was fatal to the whole province, and 
the devafUtion caufed by the repeated fhocks was much 

mgre 
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iflands rofe along the horizon, Stromboli, a 
little to the right of them, threw up a great 

quan- 

itiOre terrible in many places than at Scylla ; they raged 
with fury from Cape Spartivento to Amantea above the 
gulf of St. Eufemia, drid alfo affeded that part of Sicily 
which lies oppofite to the fouthern extremity of Italy. 
Thofe of the 5th and 7th of February, ^nd of the 28th of 
March; were the mod violent, and compleated the de- 
ftru^on of every building throughout the abovementioned 
fpace* Not one ftone was left upon another fouth of the 
narrow ifthmus of SqUillace j and what is more difaftrous, 
a very large proportion of the inhabitants was killed by 
the falling of their houfcs : near 40,000 lives were loft. 
Some perfons were dug out alive after remaining a furprif- 
ing length of time buried among the rubbifh. Mcffina 
became a mafs of ruins ; its beautiful palazzata was throvyn 
in upon the town; its quay cracked into ditches full of 
^atdr. Reggio almoft dcftroyed — Tropea greatly damag- 
ed — ^Every other place I vifited in the province levelled to 
the ground. 

■ Before and during the conciiffion^ the clouds gathered, 
and then hung immoveable and heavy over the earth. At 
Palmi the atmofpherc wore fo fiery an afpe6t that many 
people thought part of the town was burning. It was 
0^2 after- 
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quantity of flames during the whole night. We 
were furrounded by fiihing boats. The Gala- 

brefe 

afterwards itni)Kmbered that an unufual heat had affedsed 
die ftio of feveral perfons juft before the ibock ; the riven 
afliimcd a muddy a(h*coloured tinge^ and a fulphureout 
fmell wag ahnoft general. A frigate paffing between Cala- 
bria and Lipari felt fo fevere a ihock, that the fteerfnan 
was thrown from the hebni and the cannons were raifed 
up on their carriages, while all around the fea exhaled a 
ilrong fipeU of brimftone. 

Stupendous alterations were occafioned in the face of 
the country ; rivers choaked up by the ialling-in of the 
hills were converted into lakes, which, if not fpeedily 
drained by fome future convulilon, or opened by human 
labour, will fill the air with pefiilential^ vapours, and de« 
ilroy the remnants of population. Whole acres of ground^ 
wkfa houies and trees upon them, were broken off from 
the plains, asd waihed many furlongs down the deep hel« 
lows which the courfe of the rivers had worn; there, to 
the aftonifhment and terror of beholders, they found a 
new foundatioii to fix upon, either in an upright or an in* 
dining pofition. In (hort, every fpecies of phsnomenoo 
incident to thefe deflru£tive commotions of the earth, was 
to be fcen in its utmoft extent and variety in this nimated 

country. 
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breie fifliermen catch the larger fort of fifli 
with a net of fmaU twine "^bout two hundred 

yards 

countiy. It may fumifli employment for the ingeniuty of 
the naturalUl to trace thefe parozyimt up to fome favourite 
fyftem; but he mufi defpair of ever deyifing any method 
of counterading their baneful operations. The utmoft he 
can hope to attain is, to be able to afcertain preftding 
fymptoms, which, if attended to, may hereafter be the 
iiieans of favtng. the lives of the inhabitants. With this 
view, and to fatisfy the general curiofity of Europe^ 
ibongly excited by the report of fuch a cataftrophe, their 
Sicilian majeAies foon after fent into Calabria a committee 
of academicians, provided with every means of obtaining 
knowledge, and making obfervations. But the advance* 
ment of fcience was only a fecondary obje6k ; warm with 
the genuine fentiments of humanity, heightened by a true 
paternal affedion for their fubjeds, they difpatched vefleU 
loaded with every thing that could be thought of on the 
occafion for the relief and acconunodation of the diflrefied 
Calabrians. A general officer went from Naples, with 
engineers and troops to direct the operations of the per« * 
fons employed in clearing away and rebuilding the houfes, 
and to defend the property of the fufierers* 

0,3 The 
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yards long, and twelve feet deep ; this weak net 
folds round the filh in fp many rolls, that, by 

his 

The king ordered this officer to take all the money th^ 
royal trcafures could fupply or borrow ; for, rather thaqi 
it fhould be wanting on this preiSng call, he was deter- 
mined to part with his plate, nay, the very furniture of 
his palace. Heaven knows how neceflary at this crifis 
were the exertions and liberality of the fovereigns 1 for 
famine, with its ufual follower difeafe, was already felt in 
the moil horrible degree throughout the province. A mef- 
fenger lent off from a ^own near Reggio on the 8th of 
February, travelled four days without flielter, and without 
being able- to procure a morfel of bread ; he fupported 
nature with a piece of cheefe which he had brought in hi» 
pocket, and the vegetables he was lucky enough to find 
near the road. To add to all their other fufferings, the 
Calabrians found themfelvcs and the miferable wreck of 
their fortunes erpofcd to the depredations of robbers and 
piratcjB. Villains landed from boats, and plundered feve- 
ral places, and thieves went even from lJ>Taples in fcarch 
of booty ; in order to ftrike a greater terror, ihey drelTed 
themfelves like Algerines ; but were difcovered, and driven 
off. To this accumulated diftrefs fucceeded a moft incle- 
ment feafon, which obilruded every effort made to alle- 

viato^ 
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his own efforts to cfcapb, he becomes qui|c 
hampered aad^ difabkd;^ without having v^ 

powdr 

Tiate it ; and almoft daily earthquakes kept the inhabitantu 
in continual dread, not of being deflroyed by the fall of 
houfes, for none were left, but of being fvvallovved up by 
the fplitting of the earth, or buried in the waves by fome 
fudden inundation. The earthquakes have continued 1 at 
different intervals to this day, two years lince the great 
fhock. 

Upon comparing the dates of the great earthquakes that 
have afflicted Calabria lince the eleventh century, I find 
that feven of them happened in the four firft months of the 
year, one in Auguil, and four in Novembei and Decem- 
ber. The firll week in February had been twice fatal ; and . 
the 27th day of March thrice^ marked by the calamity be 
fore 1783. 

I think it worthy of remark that, in the month of 
February, 1783, a perfon well acquainted with Naples, 
being at iny| houfe in the county of Durham, obfervcd 
Upon the unufual variation of the barometer, that it was 
probable we (hould foon hear of fome great earthquake 
having happened in the fouth part of Europe. 

As the Neapolitan academicians intended to collc<5l 

material for a minute defcription of the efFetts of the 

Ci.4 caith- 
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power of breaking the meihes ; the fifliermni 
guefs with great nicety the weight of the pref 
by the violence of the ftroke with which his tail 
beats the water when taken. 

All this coafi abounds with teftaceous fiih of 
many different fpccics. 

earthquake^ the nature of its pharnomeoa, and the pre* 
fcnt appearance of the country, it is to be hoped they 
will foon favour the world with the refult of their labours. 
Till it appears, the reader, whowiflies a fuller account of 
this cataftrophe, will find it m. Sir WUliam Hamilton'f 
letter, inferted in the Philofophical Tranfaaions of 1783. 

To blend a tint of more pleafing colours to fo gloomy 
a piaure, I mufl not omit to record that the officers an4 
porters belonging to the cuftom-houfe of Naples, who 
were employed in packing up and carrying to the Ihips the 
-goods, &c. forJ3alabria, univerlally refufed to accept of 
pay for their labour. 

Five Calabrians, cafually refident at Napjes at the tim^ 
of the earthquake, received from the king's bounty a fui^ 
of two hundred ducats for prefent fubfiflence ; but as fooa 
as thefe men found, by letters from Calabria, that their 
families and fortunes were not involved in the general ruin, 
they imnaediatciy r(^urncd the money to the treafury* 

At 
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At ftated feafons Ihoals of fi(h appear at the 
mouth of the Faro, and are caught in furprifing 
numbers. 

The bays are full of them about the vernal 
equinox, iRfhen the multitudes of tunnyi fword« 
fifliy and pelamidesy enter the Mediterranean^ 
and pafs before Meffina, from the end of 
April to the beggtning of jCily, in their way to 
the Adriatic, Archipelago, and Black Sea. 
They then return into the Sicilian feas, that their 
females may depofit their fpawn in the calm 
bays of the Mediterranean. About Odober the 
young fry are caught on the coaft of Amalfi and , 
Puzzuoli, and weigh about twelve pounds. At 
that feafon the parent fifh commonly efcap^, 
and with its remaining young repairs to the 
ocean. Thefe Ihoals get into the line of the 
tides, or currents that run from weft to eaft, 
and in their way towards the feas of Greece 
coaft along the ihores of Calabria, and through 
the Faro of Meffina, where the narrownefs and 
faSaon of the paflage accelerate their motion* 
2 Od 
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On their return ihty fwim "with' tlje ebb tide, 
aad fteer to the fout.h of Sicily^ \yherf the gra- 
dual declivity of the bottom makes ,it more, 
perceptible. Tunnies move in a pyramidical 
anangcment, prefenting the bafe to the ftream, 
by which means they are puihed forward by it 
with greater velocity. While the weather is 
tcmpeftuQUs, oc the tide does npt anfwcr, they 
play about in the bays, and feek fopd ; and 
here they often fall into fnares, apd meet their 
fate* The fwordffiih, whofe long fharp fnout 
» dangerous to a neighbour, keep at due diftance 
from each other, and travel in an irregular man- 
Bcr. Dolphins form a column in thejr perio- 
^ical voyages ; b>it when they mean to .give 
chace to the other inhabitants of the deep, they 
draw up in femicircular array, and force their 
terrified prey to fly towards the. Ihallows ; it 
frequently leaps afhore to avoid the purfuing 
enemy, and there falls into the hands of fiflber- 
men, who having perceived the attack made 
by the dolphins^ run down to the beach to feize 
the fugitives. 

The 
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-The pelamides fwarm here at certain times 
pf the year. Linnxus fuppofes thefe fiflies to 
be the young fry of the tunny; but Minaii^ who 
has applied his obfervations very particularly^ 
to this branch of natural hiftory^ and has had 
innumerable opportunities of examining every 
circumfiance relating to them, is pofitive they 
are quite a different iiih, being without fcales, 
whereas the tuony is covered with them. During 
the ihort winters of this latitude, the pelamideji 
hide themfelves in mud iiiear the mouths of 
riv.ers. 

Nothing can.be more fimple than the night 
nets laid by the fifliermen ; they arc only a kind 
of baikec made of the twifted branches of the 
myrtle, but are fufficiently ftrong to anfwer the 
purpofe, and to capture great quantities of divers 
forts of filh. Seals, which arc not uncommon 
on this coaft, break through thefe brittle toils 
^yith their teeth to devour the fifli contained 
in them, and, as I am credibly informed, often 
creep alhore, and eat the grapes that grow near ' 
tlie flrand. 
^4 As 
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As foon as the tide began to fenre^ we hoifted 
anchor^ and taking advantage of a bcecze from 
the Sicilian coaft^ fet up our fail^ and fhot 
acrofs the bay of Gioia with great expedition ; 
this favourable wind fell before morning, and 
reduced us to the neceffity of makbg feveral 
tacks 'ere we could double Cape Vaticano : in« 
deed, the crew were very unwilling to take ta 
their oars while the fail could be of any fervice. 
This cape, famous for Sextus Pompeius's naval 
vi&ory over Odavius, is not much elevated ; it 
* • is compofed of rocks that have more the ap« 
pearance of hard clay than ftone ; I comforted 
myfelf under the vexation of proceeding fo ilowly 
with admiring the fiery operations of the ifland 
of Stromboli, that lay due weft of us^ at the 
diftance of about fixteen leagues. It is a very 
blunt cohe^ and throws up fire from a huge 
orifice in its fide. — ^The convulfions of this in* 
ceflant projedion. of flames and other fubfiances, 
' have riven its fummit almoft in two, and de- 
ftroyed fo much of the foil that ufed to be cul* 

tivated^ 
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tivated, that the mbabitants can no longer pro* 
cure Aibfiftance. For this reafoiij many of them 
abftain froqi wedlock, and confequently their < 
numbers decrcafe annually. They are a quiet 
inofTenfive race^ as I was informed from indifpu« 
table authority, and not, as fome navigators 
have reprefented them, a fet of favages, on 
whofe inhofpitable fhore thefe authors durft not 
fet their foot for fear of being murdered. When 
the wind comes from Scirocco kvante, the 
whole mafs of flames and fmoke is, upon its 
ifluing out of the crater, colledled into a narrow 
cylindrical form, and blown along the furfac^ ' 
of the fea for many leagues. The explofions 
intermit, and the inhabitants very dextroufly 
feize the quiet moment to pafs along the ftrandi ; 
if they mis-timed it, they would be buried 
under a fhower of red-hot ftones. 

With much difficulty we weathered the point 
of Tropea, and entered the noble gulf of St. 
Eufemia, which is near forty miles fquare ; the 
wind fpringing up rather brifk^ though not 

quite 



538 VOYAtfE to tl^Ol^fi A.' 

quite fuch as we wiflied, we boldly ftood acro^ 
in a diredl northerly courfe ; but it foon veered 
about to the N. W. and baffled all our attempts 
to make Cape Suvero. The fteerfman obferving 
the gale from that quarter was increafing, and 
the difficulties of proceeding infurmountable, 
turned the helm about, and ran for the piaggia 
of Tropea, where we moored under the ihelter 
of a rock. In about an hour, as the weather 
was prodigioufly clear, and the fituation of out 
anchoring place clofely defended from the wind, 
I was led to hope we might continue our voyage^ 
at leaft by coafling round the gulf inflead of 
ftriking acrofs it. But no fooner had we fallicd 
from our well-covered creek, than we found 
our boat tofled about by an impetuous contrary 
wind, which it was out of our power to refift ; 
it therefore behoved us to return to Tropea; 
our barl^ was drawn afliore, and lodgings pro- 
cured for me at a folitary convent of Minims, 
on a hill above the road, and fome diflance 
from the city. 

JOUR- 
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SECTION LXI. 

TR O P E A * IS a bilhop's fee^ containrag 
four thoufand inhabitants ; the more weal- 
thy clafs of people and handicraftfmca refidc 

* Tropca derivrea its name either from the tropWes 
ereded by Scipio on his triumphant return from Carthage 
or from thofe of Sextus Pompeius afcer hit navai vi(Stoiy olF 
the neighbouring cape ; but fame authors draw it from 
the Greek word T^s-raf, ia turn hack^ becaufe this promon- 
tory drives back the tide to the Strcights, and futfers it to 
proceed no farther north. 

Tropea was long a manor of the family of Rufo. Upoa 

the forfeiture of Anthony Centella, who married the heirel«, 

Alphonfus 'the Firit united it to the crown. 

within 
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within the yviXU, the hvfftiandEnen and labourers 
dwell on the outfldrts on the lands they cul* 
tivate. Its fituation is admirable, on the^ point 
of a lofty rock impending over the lea, and 
joined to the main land by an ifthmus that is 
almoft €ut through at the gates, and thus leaves 
only a fmall paflage to the town. A little to 
the north lies a large ifland^ on which fome 
iheep are turned to graze, and 3, fmall one, with 
a hermitage placed upon its fummity in a moft 
romantic pofition. The fireets of Tropea are 
narrow, thp^houfes high and built of ftcme, withf 
great folidity. Two gates give admittance, one 
to perfons coming up the hill from the bay, the 
other to fuch as approach along the high plain, 
on which there is a pleafmt walk near two miles 
long. This level is half a mile broad between 
the fea and a chain of mountains fo fleep and 
rugged, that they feem to cut off all communi* 
cation by land with the reft of Calabria. The 
Whole flat, and the fides of the hills, yield abun« 
dance of grapes^ mulberries, olives, pulfe, vege* 

tables. 
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&bleSy and garden fruit : copious ftreams rulh 
from the mountain; and after watering the or* 
chardS) tre'coUeAed into one body, and turn a 
great number of mills : the method 4]fed in 
working the wheels is uncommon ; the water is 
conveyed in a channel to the brink of a deep 
{Precipice over the mill, and there received into 
a ftdne well; by thcfe means it falls a confidcr^ 
ible height upon an overfhot wheel, and having 
ferved the purpofe of this firft mill, is again 
tfoUcdcd in a flmilar manner, and turns feveral 
focceffivc wheels till it reaches the fands. Some 
of thefc cafcades are exceedingly beautiful, as 
tiiey fall through arbours of vines and groves of 
onmge-trees. 

About two miles eaft of this city is a village 
called Paralia, inhabited by a race of manufac- 
turers and mariners, who make cotton blankets, 
and carry them in their own barks to Marfcilles 
and Grenoa. 

February the loth — SeAig no hopes of any 
change in the wind, as at this feafon of the year 

Y0L.IV. ^ n 
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it frequentiy blows from the fame quarter for 
feveral weeks together,- I difcharged my .boat^ 
and determined to purfue my journey to Naples 
^y land* 

. 1 had had thoughts, of it whiie at MelEna^ 
but was diffuaded from the project by the pet', 
fons I confulted ; they gave fuch .an account of 
the lawlefs country I had to pafs through, that 
they made a profound impreiSon upon the ferr. 
vants ; but I had feen too much of Calabria 
already to be fo eafily alarmed, and that con- 
fideration would have had little weight with me, 
if m.y faithful campiere and niuletier had not 
fet off for Palermo upon my engaging with the 
French captain. I did not choofe to truft my- 
fclf with untried men and horfes, efpecially as 
the Sicilians, though very fit guides to travel^ 
.with in their own country, are not fo proper for 
that purpofe in Calabria, where they are lool^ed 
upon with an evil eye. 

The common pepple in Sicily have a very 

extraordinary idea of themfelves jl ihould fcarcely, 

I venture 
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Veiiturc to afcribe it to them upon the fttength 
of my own obfervations, had they not been con- 
firmed by thofe of many pcrfons of long iexpe* 
rience and acute judgment* The lower tiafs. 
of Sicilians generally feem to take it' for granted 
that a ftrabger thinks them both filly and kna- 
vifh. In numberlefs ihflances they haVe begun 
their coriverfations with me by defending them*- 
felvcs againfl; fufpicions which I had not given 
the lead hint of my entertaining } I am aflTured, 
that at firfl: a Sicilian is eafily duped, but when 
once he has learnt, experience at his coft, grows 
quickly a matter in the art, able to retaliate 
with intercft upon thofe that had over-reached 
him. A confiderable nuthber of banditti being 
hard prcflfed by the purfuits of juftice, north of 
the Faro, pafled into Sicily for fafety ; they 
joined a troop of Sicilian outlaws, whom they 
foon began to tyrannize over as a fet of weak 
daftardly knaves. This ufage fliarpened thfe 
feelings of the Sicilians ; many of the Cala- , 
brians, who grew negligent and uiifufpicious, 
R 2 ' were 
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were ieparately deihoyed^ and the retnaintier 
were te reduced in number, tbat tiiey had no 
thing left but to fell their Hves as dttsgiT as they 
could y arefolution that rid the country of more 
' xiukle&&or» in one year than aU the tnbunak 
would probably have done in tea. In adual 
fervice of danger the Cahbrian outlaw is an^ 
over-match for the Sieilism; but his thoughts 
are hot at all times equally bent upon mifchief; 
the Sicilian^ on the contrary, has no interval of 
hummity, when once he has abandoned himfetf 
to wickednels* 

The poft^houfes, havhag an c^lrgation €»Iy 
of keepbg three horfes, would not have> been 
able to furnifli nrie with a fufficient niftnber^ as 
I muft have had a poft^boy with me from eai^h 
ftage; I therefore hired horfes at'Tropeat^carty 
us in three days to Cofenza, where I was toM I 
ftould meet with as tmr^y frefh onesas I wanted ; 
the owners accompanied me on foot* We fet 
out about noon, and aibended the moufitain^ by 
a- fteep^ ilippery road ; as fooa at we had gained 

the 
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Che fittnouty fire entered n large {)laiQ> wheve thf 
iktghwai^s idre lev^el and dry, diough the i^iH 
of die fields is a clayey loam almoA without aay 
mbctaure of fiones* The country reiembles a 
park, being eodnely uniaclofed^ but fliaded\by 
irregular avenues aod ftraggHng clumps of olive* 
trees of a fize lai^ enough to cut fdr timtief* 
InidurhouDsI Deached Manteleone, a. coofi- 
derable town placed upon the brow of a hill 
fitdng the ibutb, in a moft incomparable fitua^ 
tion ; from the road . I had/ long enjoyed the 
view of it. The baronial xa{He occupies the 
higheft part^ embowered in handfome tufts of 
deciduous and evergreen trees; the town crowns 
libe reft of die Hope in a very happy manner* 
The range of profped is inimitable towards the 
gulf of St. Eufemia, and towards the Apennines 
an:.theeafi fide not lefs enchanting: on that 
hand lies a charming woody vale, through which 
a^iv«r winds its way from the mountains ; they 
0f« cbikxafld with extenfive fbrefts; at their 
§9U rtfe lefier hills^ ioterfeded by nomberlefi^ 

R3 glens 
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glens^y from t)ie bofom of which afcends. the 
frAoke o£ many f^qucftered villages. A more 
ch^tiul or -a richer lahdfcape is ^no where to 
4)6 Ha»6 with; the noble, extent of drives and 
wiilks tbftit might be carried through thefe airy 
pllibsV the' great variety of country, within reach, 
and the finene& Jdf its climate * would render 
MooteleoQe a mo& heavenly country reiidence 
jfoc a'^ireat nobleman, if the Neapolitan nobility 
^ere ever to adopt the faikion of pafling part of 
the year on their eilates, and expending a por- 
tion -of their incorate in improving and cmbelliih- 
ing their dcmcliie* . 

. The. duke of, Monteleone (Pignatelli), the 
oricheft fubjedt in the kingdom, does not poffefs 
;aiay great qutantity of land hereabouts, thaugh 
jthdtmanor, royalties, and.jurifdiftidn belong to 
:hiixi.,;His'Yaifal8 have often ftruggled to caft 
>6flr>hisiyoke.by feeking flaws in the fale or grant, 
by w{)ich his anccftors obtained pofieffion of the 
iief, but they always have been baffled in the 
attempli- however, fuch b their perfevering 
• fpirit, 
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fpirit, that they have again made an effort to 
' carry their point, and obtain the advantage of 
being reieafed from feudal fubjeftion, and be- 
coming once more part of the crown lands. A 
gentleman attached to the duke's party, with 
^ whom I had fome converfation, informed mc 
that this law-fuit has been carried on near eight 
years, and that the burghers were in all proba- 
bility no nearer their favourite objedt than they 
were the firft day the caufe was opened. The 
partial obfervations of this gentleman added 
^frefh convidtion to my fentiments concerning 
the evil tendency arid pernicious effeds of the 
feudal fyftem. The burghers were the fubjed: 
of his ridicule, not from any fault ' he found 
with their claim, but from their folly in con- 
tending with a lord of fuch mighty wealth and 
intereft ; he thought there was as much info- 
lence and madneft in their oppofing the duke, 
as there would be in a cutter that Ihould fire a 
broadfide into a firft-rate man of war; for 
money is here, as indeed in moft countries, a 
R 4 moft 



jfiqft i^dceflkry inftrament for conduf^|; t^]||\|r- 
j^t i g plea ^dvwced in forma pauperis i/ifjoltt 
o{ little profpedt of a. favourable fenteace^ . 

IVfpnteleone was founded by rrederic^ 9^ 
3i¥9bi|L; under the Arragonian rape U w^f^alif- 
natcijl to the Fignatelli. It contains th^^eiv 
thoufand iiib^bitantSj a$ I was %o\d, l^u.t t^ 
number pppear^ top great fojr th,e.fi:fe crf[ thp^ 
towa» Tb#re Are jthree pariib^ ^p4 tyrp\YS ^fi^^ 
gious hpuCes, befides^ ^pfraternities. 

I was received at a cpnvent of Minimis ^tja^ 
the grea^eit civiUtyi though I hfd po .c;^fQl 
Pj^op them but Qiy want of ^ lodging ; t};ieij: 
readipef]^ to ^c(HntpQ<k|:e me was th^e n^qre rer 
n^ckaj>]|ep.ja; tl^eir houfe was at that timecrav^ded 
with frwi^ pf th^e ordff from ot|ier. copyeii^ 
aff^mbi^ 90 accoiinc pf aa aiinp^l $#9191 nee& 
i^g4,tbcire was not? c;eU to fparp,. bwt tjjp 
WOTthy. prior, fi yenfsrjjy^ tponk of fpurfcpre, 
yeaf* of ^age^^c ijp jhi? p^,, and had hip. pal? 
let <»a:ri5d»W ^herooqa.. pf another c^xeH^^ 



A8 1 knew potatoes miiit be a Atlkyhere, . I 

iiiivked the heads of the mooafiery to partak^e 
of my dtriner, but no tnocje of dreffi^g thefe 
roou^ that I was able to dired^ Was fortunajte 
cnotigh to foit their palates a after tb^ firfl: 
mouthful^ they all decUned eating fo rndpid a 
difli. My mah was more firccefsful at the ttieft 
of the lay-brothers ; for having cotired^'thc: 
pl^te with oiled butter, mixed with k firong 
feafoning of pimento and garlicl^j ^is cookery 
jiiK^t with uuivjerfaji, applaufe* 

I had intended to have deroted a day to the 
xulns pf Hipponium or Valentia, fituafted at a 
place palled Caftello di Bivona, about fix miles 
weft ofMonteleone, but the friars aflifircd me 
J fliQuld find nothing to repay me for my um^ 
ble ; that fome yaults and fubterraneoias pafiagea 
were the only vefti^s of fatiquity remaining; 
for that Earl Roger had carried away to his 
great church of la Trinit* at Mikto all the . 
polumns belonging to tbe temple of Profetpinci ■ 
^hat fome pillars of fine iiiarl^le had been dug 
£ up 
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' up within the memory of man, and removed 
' they knew not whither. * Hipponium was a 

* Cluverius is of opinion that Hipponium ftood at Mon- 
teleone ; and that Bivond was only its emporium, or port, 
* Nammi Hipponienfes. 
EzArgc'nto. 
X. Cap, mul. diad.— rDuplex cornucopia. 
»r Idem cap. CiESAR DICT. PERP.— Duplex cprnuc. 
tade VALENTIA. 

Ex jEre. 

1. Cap. JoVisAIOS — ^VascumftellaetcaduceomnNIEflN. 

2. Cap. ApoU.— -Mtnerra flans, d. cor. s. hafl. ten. 

AANMKA innNIEHN. 
t 3» Cap. mill. — Cornuc. ct caduc. limnNiEnN, 

4. Cap. mul. OC AANAINA — Mulicr fedens. 

5. Cap. Pallad. gal. — Victoria alat. flans d. laur. s. bacul. 

t. innnNiEnN. 

6. Cap. id. L. CORANI C. NVMI Q;-«Cornuc. cum 

fulmine VALENTIA. 
: 7 • Cap. muliebre S — Duplex cornu ftella &, VALENTIA. 

8. Cap. Jov. I.— Fulmen VALENTIA. 

9. Cap, Palladis gal. et globuli — Noftua 4 glob. ficlU 

VALENTIA. 
' 10. Cap. ApoII. 2 glob.— Tyra VALENTIA. 

11. Cap. Hcrculis 5 gbb. — Duplex clava .3 glob, 'flella 
' . VALENTIA. 

fettle- 



fettlement made by the Locrians, and afterwards 
a colony of the Romans, by the name/ of Vibo 
Valentia. It is dot ao fdfe prefuinption to fup- 
pofe that there was in it a temple dedicated to 
Profeypine; for trf4itiop, and m^ny paffagcji of 
.apcien|: poets pretend- that the fair daugjiter.^f 
Ceres was. wont to pais over from Sicily to jt|;ie 
delightful plain of Hipponium to gather ^thc 
flowers that fpontaneoufljf cloath its ferjiile fur- 
face, infinitely better fijLuaje^^^ for tho(c txfidct 
productions ^f nature than. the bleak .rocks, of 
Enna. Agatl;iocles was foipje.time in poffeljpn 
of Hipponiwm, and made it a ftation { for his 
fleet ; nothing is, more likely than that he. or 
his admirals Ihould ereft a temple in honour. of 
the fayoritc godde^ pf their nation, . Thi$ is 
the place which Cicero came^ to, when he ab- 
jurdly quitted- Rome,- and fled from the attack 
of Clodius, inftead of remaining in the. city, to 
juftify his conducft during his confulfliip, and 
.confound bis enen>ies.' ,^ ^ 

SECTION 
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SECTION LXIL 

TH E account of its prefent ftate was fo 
diicouraging, that I relinquilfaed the pro- 
jeSt of vifiting it ; and next morning rofc wiA 
the liirk to purfue my journey. The road^ 
wfiicH continued to be finooth' and dry, lay 
acfofs a chain of beautiful hills, overlooking 
tike rith valley and romantic village of St. Ono- 
ftio, half hidden in the woods. On the coaft I 
defcrted the town and fortrefs of Lo Pizato, be- 
longing to the dukes of Infantado, which w^ 
built to reprefs the infolence of the pirates that 
inlefted the gulf; but if i am rightly inform- 
ed, the prefent inhabitants of the place ar6 
thiemfelves the mod lawlefs, ferocious fet of peo^ 
pie in' the whole province i there is a valuable 
tunny fiihery belonging to tt. 

Upon leaving the hills^ we ctoflfed the liveif 
Angitols^, which ftill retains the name given it 
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in Antx>hui€'» Itinerary^ There Was little water 
in the bed ; but its bitadth and huge heaps o( 
fiones fhew to what a diangerous height it riiet 
in rainy feaibns. In this plain Alphonfus thci 
Second, wbile duke of Calabria, erefied* large 
fugar itulls, and filled the level banjcs of ibtf 
river with plaiitations of canes; this princ^* 
though no great patron of elegant literatures 
was a ftrenuous encourager of arts^ manufacf* 
tares, and agriculture \ and we do him'great in* 
juffcice when we confider his character only in ar 
political light/ for there be will appesir^fW'^ 
guioary dcftroyer rather than a protediorof his 
people ; bis neglect of learned men has contri*^ 
buted greatly to darken the colours with ;i/«hi)chi 
hiflorians have painted his portrait* Uponhis^ 
abdication thefe eftabitibment^ fell tdrnin^ a 
feries of civil contentions, that frequently made^ 
this province their fcene of acftion, nipped ia , 
the bud all feeds of commercial induftry, and : 
therefore' it is not furpriiing.that foch works^^s 
thcfc ihould be- utterly dcftroyed. ^ 

We 



We travelled' fome miles; near the fea* through' 
a marfcy country. * It is ftockeid. with fwrne, of 
which^l faw many very large herdsattendcfl each 
by one or two youths : they condudt their 'hogs 
by t6e fdond of a great bagpipe/ playing, juft 
whatTWtes their imagination fuggefts. The ex- 
centric wildnefs of their miifick, their fimple 
attire, long Ihaggy locks, and unconcerned va-* 
cant countenances, gave me the idea of beings 
as near the ftate of primitive nature as aay fe-* 
▼age in the moft unfrequented deferts of the 
globe. I' am perfuaded the Calabrian fwine- 
herds of thefe days' are exaft copies of the an- 
cient ones; and alfo that their mode of manag-: 
ing the ftubborn animals eritriifted to their care* 
has been tranfmitted to them by a regular tra- 
dition : Polybius, who was an exaA obferver, 
lays, that the Italians do not pen their fwine up 
in fties, but lead them abroad to feek provender 
on the wafte and in the foreft; the keeper does* 
not, as in Greece, follow and whip them on,* 
but walks before them, and occafionally founds 

an 
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an ipftrument to .call them fotward; the.fwiiie 
keep near, and are perfedly wejl acquaintc(^ 
withvits note^^and eyen when by. accident dif- 
ferent herds aVe mixed togetber, .one company: 
of hogs will,, at the- blowing of their leader -i^ 
horn,,^ feparale . from ;. the ftr^ngers, and .with; 
great impetuofity ;ftpck to thetir ftandard. I faw. 
this very cirpMtnftance happen as I rode up to> 
tjie Fpndacfo deji:p Fico, wh^re we, baited. I. 
dined at the dopr pf this fplitjiry inn, under the 
Ihade^of a ^venerable corki-tree^ and from jnji 
feat ejnjpy-edfa.yiQw of the whole gulf ; between i 
it and the road.i$ a fjvamp full of ponds that/ 
abound with water-fowl. Behind the houfe ends/ 
a foreft of oaks and cork-trees, which, carers • 
a great part of the plain and of the Apennine, i 

* I take this to be the Fundus Sic«, from which Cicero 
dates feme of his letters to Atticus, during his exile. The 
fituation coriefponds with his route, and the prefcnt name 
bears a greater refemblance to the ancient one than thofe 
of many places fixed by topographers from a fimilarity of ^ 
founds as the fituations of former towns. . 

fur. 
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furroimdbg a rich com countrf » divcrfified witH 
j^tches of oUve-yards. 

After <&iner I pafled along the ikitti of thdc! 
woodlands, in which I faw much well-grown 
tiixibar, to the banks of the Amato^ * a river 
that fpreads itfelf over a large flat in fifty chaii* 
nels; it would overflow a ftill greater extent of 
country, if it^ dev^flations w^re dot ftopped by 
High clifis on each fide of its b6d. In bad' 
wcdther this pafs is efteemed very dangerous^* 
as the waters ate of a muddy whitd o^our, and" 
the bed full of deep holes worn in the day^ 
whidi a fi:ranger hss no fufpkion of; the rivet 
was white when I crbfiTed it, though no raSn hdd 
fallen for fome Weeksj and no fnow appeared on ^ 
the mountains* where it taltes its rife : I there* 
fore imagine this is the conftant and natural hue 
of its dreams. Our guides got up behind us 
to pafs the river, and with extraordinary ap* 
prehenfion and vociferation pointed out to each 
horfenoan the ptecife diredion he was to foUow; 

* Aticieiitly, Xametui. 

and. 
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ktid, by a due attention to their inftrudions, I 
and one of the fervants traverfed the plain with- 
out accident 5 the other, by his own aukward- 
nefe, or the indocility of his horfe, miffed the 
track, and plunged over-head in a deep but 
narrow pool, out of which he crawled, without 
any mifchief, but a thorough weuingi 

At this point the chain of the Apennines that 
diyides Italy lengthwife from the Punta dell* 
Armi is fuddenly broken, and ends in low hilU 
that open an intercourfe between the two feas. 
North of thefe hills a tranfverfal mafs of moun- 
tains extends from weft to eaft^ where the con- 
tinent of Calabria grows much wider : they 
communicate with two lines ^of lofty rpountains 
. which fall into them at right angles, and ruii- 
ni?^ from them towards the north, fpread out 
afterwards fo as to cover almoft all the northern 
J)royinces of the kingdom* ' A continuation of 
thefe lines cuts the Roman ftate in two> divides 
Tufcany from Umbria, and above Bologna, 
taking a weftern diredtion, joins the Pennine 

Vol. IV* S Alps 
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Alps near the frontiers of France ; fo that after 
paffing; the Amato, I might have travelled to 
the utmoft limits of Swizzcrland among the 
mountains without any interruption, but ibme 
vallies of no importance in fo large a fcale. 

This is the narroweft part of Italy, and here 
the road from Naples by Puglia and Catanzaro 
croffes from the fliore of the Ionic fea to that 
of the Mediterranean. 

At this paflage of the Amato we'met a com*- 
•pany of Greeks of both fexes belonging to- a 
neighbouring village } their drefs was remark* 
ably tawdry, with a great deal of red and yel- 
low; the women were much handfomer than the 
generality of Calabrian females. At the end of 
twenty.four computed miles we arrived at Ni- 
caftro, where I was accommodated with a room 
at the Dominicans. Its neighbourhood is re- 
plete with beauties of landfcape. — ^High, woody 
mountains feem to block up all communication 
with any country farther north, while an eafy 
paffage opens towards the gulf of Squillacc : 

the 
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vtbe.plaii>.*bat lies to tbeifouth is diverfified in 
. the jnoft Iqxwisint; "manner, with com fields, plan- 
tations of fruit trees, and ever-green .groves ; 
iihc nearer : biUs, .bdghteo^d with verdure of 
.jpijiny tiws, are ccowned with wliite buildings, 
that ferve greatly to animate the profpedt*— *The 
town; runs partly upia dell, and partly fpreads 
itf^lf out pn the.pUip, interfered by the rapid 
, wandering .dreams of amountain torrent, Thcfe 
ifcencs and the enyirons of Monteleone equal in^ 
l^eauty the. moft delightful fpots in Sicily ; and 
VPQn the whole,,! think Calabria has greatly 
* the. advantage over that ifland in its general af- 
^pe^t.-rlnalmoft 2^11 the parts I vifited, Sicily 
; fuflfpred froni its want of wood and population 5 
VvihUe . no country ^bounds more in towns and 
Villages, has a greater variety of culture, and is 
povexcd with finer forefts than South Cala- 
bria. 

None of the country people or travellers I 

met on the road from Tropea carried any arms ; 

and ydt, if credit is due to the repeated: accounts 

S z I was 
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' I was ftunned With, there is more occafiori for 
them here than in Sicily, where every body tra- 

• vcls armed. 

The Calabrian accent is very different from 
, the Sicilian, being more guttural-, and fuller of 
' afpirations. 

* The caftle of Nicaftro is a roniantic ruin, 
' tottering above the bed of a roaring torrent that 
' rolls below in a dark woody dale. Within thefe 

• once folid walls, Henry, the rebellious fon ef 
the emperor Frederick the Second, was long im- 
prifoned ;^ frequent attempts to^ dethrone his 

: father, and connections with the enemies of the 
fl:ate,.juftified his rigorous confinement ; at firft 
he was Ihut up with his wife and children in 
Rocca Felice of Puglia ; but 'was afterwards 

/transferred, for greater fecurity, to Nicaftro, 
and then to the neighbouring city of Martorano, 

* This manor was once pofleffcd by the Marfani, and in 
the fifteenth century a branch of the Caraccioli bad it. It 
has long been veiled in the houfe of Aquino, prioces of 
GalligHonc. 

4 whc« 
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♦where dcfpair put an end to his exiftence ; Boc-t 
caccio fays that in a fit of frenzy he forced hi* 
horfe to leap over a bridge, and was drowned ia 
th^ river Savuto. 

From the hill above the towii the view, ex-r 
tends over the whole country ; the Ihore is. in- 
comparably fine, for at the water edge an. es^fy: 
acclivity begins, ilill. rifing in a beautiful wavy 
line, till it joins the Apennine. At the foot and 
along the flope, ^ which is deeply furrowed with 
woody vallies, feveral -towns and hamlets ap-' 
pear. Near that of San Biaggb, are warnv 
baths of great efficacy, in many difcafes*;. their 
fulphureous quality Ihews the volcanical cOj[n- 
pofition of thofe hills, and the proxipiitypf fqb- 
terraneous fires, which have often coijtributed 
towards converting this delicious count;ry into 9 
fcene of defolation. Near this town, flood St.- 
Eufemia, that gave name to the gulf,, and, till 
the year 1638, ranked among the moft refpec-' 
table towns in the province. — In that fatal, year 
fook place a moft portentous event,^ which h 
S 2 feelingly 
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feelingly related by father AthanafiiasRifchfer, 
an eye witncfs, in the preface to liiiAfundUs 
Subterraneus. 

I ihall here tranllate parf of his narrative for 
the entertaiinment of vtiy readers; as it enume- 
rates almoft every circunfftancethatufu^lf]^ fore- 
runs or attends earthquakes. 

^*Onthie27th of March, i6\ij Weldftith6 
** coaft of Sicily at day-break; tHe fta wks'un- 
•* ufuaHy agitated,' and rolled in horrible wMrl- 
" pools, mdre cfpeciaHy* rduird the rocks of 
** Scilla> fatrious for fo many iHip- wrecks ; ooif 
•* minds were ftruck' with terror ; but not ours 
"alone, for the hardiefl mariner fliuddered at 
** the fight. When wc happily reached ' that 
** part of the fea which lies between Lipari and 
«' Cape Vaticano, I viewed with^ great attention' 
*^ the appearance of iEtna and Stromboli ; they 
** threw out immenfe volumes of fmoke like 
" mountains, which, fpreading over the fouth- 
" ern horizpn, foon hid not only the Lipari 
** iilands but all Sicily from our view; die hor- 

"ror 
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** ror of the fcenc was iiucreafed by fubterra-i 
f^ iveous groans and cracks^ accompanied with a 
** ftrong faiell pf fulphur j thefe frightful founds 
*^ /ecmed to forebode the cataftrophc that wag 
** preparing for Calabria and, Sicily. Seized 
?« with difmay, wc ran for Cape Vaticano, and 
5« pafled near Stroniboli, without difcer ning that 
f^ illand^ which was involved in impenetrable 
f « cloijds of Ihxoke j but our ears were ftuqned 
f^ with loi^d reports, and our refpiration ittir 
f « peded by ^ ftrong fulphurepus ftench j though 
ff all was perfedly fercnc and lulled in the air, 
f * the furface of Jihe fea was in a bpifterpus fer- 
i^ ment, bvjbbling vip like boiling water, and 
f * the element appeared to undergo mod unu# 
f^ fual alterations from its natural ftate. Who- 
" ever has obferyed a pond during a fliower of 
" rain throwing up innumerable bpbbles, will 
^* be able to form a juft idea of thi? boiling of 
•* the fea. Asf we drew near to the Cape, the 
** fame dreaaful fymptoms ftill continuing 
^* caufed in me a moil uncommon oppreffion of 
'S 4 f ' fpirits, 
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*^ fpirits, and filled me with a kind of prophetiq 
•^ feel of the approaching .calamity. In this 
*' agony of mind, I loudly intimated to my 
'* companions that a violent Ihock of the earth 
*' was fpeedily to enfue, and that I dreaded 
*^ much the approach of the Cape, left we 
** fliould be buried under the ruins of its cliffs, 
** which I forefaw would be feparated from the 
** continent, and hurled into the deep. The 
*^ event confirmed my forebodings ; for in about 
*^ two hours,, as we were afterwards informed, a 
^* mighty fragment of this promontory was fepa- 
*^ rated from the land, and, with all the houfes 
*^ upon it, tumbled into the fea. Mej^nwhile 
*' we continued our voyage, and landed fafe 
^^ and joyful at Tropea, little dreaming that the 
*' dangers we had efcaped at fea were infignifi- 
<' cant, compared with thofe that awaited us at 
** land ; we were deceived by the placid, clear 
•' appearance of the heavens; for fcarcely had I 
^' paflTed the threlhold of our college, when lo! 
,** to a dreadful fubterraneous noife like chariots 

" rumbling 
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^ rumbling along with the utmoft velocityV 
^ fucceeded fo violcfit and horrible a concuffion 
^^ of the earth, that the college, the city, andr 
^^ the rock it ftands on, Ihook backwards and- 
^* forwards, as in a balance ; the ground leaped 
*^ upwards with fuch force, that from an in-^ 
*^ ability of keeping my feet I was thrown head- 
?* long on the floor. As foon as I . recovered 
^^ myfelf, I fled with precipitation down the hill 
^' to my boat, and put to fea. On the next 
*' day we reached La Rocchetta, though the fea 
^' was rough and boifterous j but when weland- 
*^ ed, the fever of the earth returned with frefli' 
" fury, and drove us back for fafety to the 
^^ boat ; we rowed on in fearch of folne place 
^* of fecurity,* anB fcarcely had we left the fpot 
*^ when the whole village of Rocchetta was le- 
*^ veiled to the ground, and its inhabitants buried 
^f. under the ruins. . • " 

*' We landed beyond Lq Pizzo ; but there 
^* our fituation appeared more fliocking than 
f^ ^ver : on one fide the fe*^ r^an mountains liigh 4 
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^f oothe^otker, nodiiogwas to be beard or fi^n 
> but the deftru^on of tasymAud villages. I 
^ now cad an anxious eye ba^^upoft Stcombpli, 
^. and fbundthiat it burnt wilh i^Oipomm^ fury { 
<f onC'flicct of firo ccrver^d its whole extern ; a 
^ mwe dread&it conflagration covdd no. be feen. 
<^ And now b, dead kbd of noifcji like difiant 
^ diunder^ crept along tbe-bowek of tbe earthy 
<' gro^^ng gradually ftronger and fironger^ till 
^ it reached the fpoc beneath our feet; then 
^indeed its quakings axid noifes were terrible 
^^ btij^ond conceptba i and each man finding his 
^< fee( no longer able to tna^atainhis equili'* 
^ brium, caught at the ihrubs and twigs on the 
^ Ibore^ left, as he expcfted, his yery limbs 
'* ihonld be disjointed by the Varbus and CQn-* 
^ trary niotions of the bads he flood upo^» 

** When nature had recovered from this con* 
^^ vulfion ; and we rofe again as from the grave 
^* to look once more up to the light of heaven, 
•* we cafl our eyes towards the town of Saint 
♦* Eufemia, whither we were bound ; but in the 

« place 



^^ place where we expefled^ to find it; aditrkf* 

<< doud covered dVery objeft ; as it difpetfecf; 

** iriftead of hbufes arid chtatchesy notblttjg' ap- 

*« peared but a ' fetid lake 1 ' Thbugh alrftOflf 

" petrified with' amazement; We haflenedtofeekr 

^* fome furvivorwtoo might- explain' to mthe 

" phaenomcnon we beheld j not one was to be 

^' met with, . till at laft we found a youth fitting 

•^ on the Ihore, flupified with terror ; of him 

" we enquired the fate of St: Eufemia, but ob- 

** taincd no anfwer ; for fear, grief, and defpair, 

^* had bound up his powers of fpeech, and 

** ftozenr his foul !— No kind oScts, no foothing 

«* term:s we could employ, were able to extort* 

^ •* a word from him. Overpowered by forrow, 

'* he rejefted with lodthing^the viftiials we ten- 

•• dered ; but juft had courage to extend his 

** arm, and point to the place where St.Eufe- 

" mia flood. Thus dead to confolation, with 

*• dowh-caft looks^ and the countenance of a 

** man diftrafircd with fonpw, he walked from 

'^ uSj and hid himfelf in the neighbouring 

•^ thicket. 
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.•* thicket. Wc purfucd our route through' 
** many places amidft fcenes of defolation ; and^ 
^f during a courfe of two hundred miles^ faw 
^ nothing but ruined towns, inhabitants wan- 
*' dering a^out the open fields ; and perfons aU 
'^ mod fcnfelefs through difoaay/* 



SECTION LXIIL 

THE road over the Apennines was reported 
to be fo dangerousi on account of the 
outlaws, and robbers, that however doubtful the 
authority might appear to me, I thought it 
iiiore advifeable to yield to the perfuafions of 
thofe I confqlted, th^n run any hazards by. 
rafhnefs and obftinacy, I therefore applied to 
the commanding officer for two foldiers of the 
ri^giment of Fucilieri di Campagna to efcort me 
to Gofenza ; this is a corps of light infantry,, 
afmecj and dieft after the falhion of the CataloT. 

pian 
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nian miquelets ; their uniform is yellow, their 
accoutrements Kght,. and fit for dcfultorjr at- 
tacks ; their perfons well-chofen, and proper for 
the duty. During the journey they entertained 
me with their feats and thofe of their fellow- 
foldiers, and affured ine that I fhould enjdy 
perfeft fecurity in their company, as no ban- 
ditti dared to face them ; or if they did, could 
efcape from their fury, I was not the dupe of 
thefe brayadoes, being convinced th^ the out- 
laws have fimilar anecdotes to relate to the dif- 
paragement of the fucilieri. Indeed, if thefe 
foldiers are of any fervice to travellers, it muft 
arife from the terror their name infpires, and 
the natural timidity that fo often overcomes a 
man when he feels himfclf expofed to the re- 
fentment of offended laws; and certainly mt 
from their watchfulnefs, or military method of 
proceeding; fometimes they loitered behind out 
of my fight 5 at others, gave their guns to the 
men on foot, and rode behind the fervants ; wc 
were undoubtedly open to an attack at evefy 

houf 



..hour o£lhe.(ky, i£any thieves hadibeen lurking 

jiear.xbe rqad, and thought ins.apriw worth 

^tbeirattenppting. 

.lleft Nicaflxo before it was light on account 
of the great diftance fioai Cofen^La^ and the ex- 

. ceffive badnefs of the . road. We clirpbed , up 
the mountain dire£k^y .oorth of the* town^ and 

.entered a thick foreft ;. the trees near the plain 
are.oak^i and above them chefi^uts. As )i;be 
dawn tegan to brighten by the time I reechqd 
thefummiti I halted to relieve the horfes^ add 
to enjpy sthe view } when the light .grew fuf- 
ficiendy ilrong to fliew ihe landfc^pe diftindly, 

. it , difplayed .a fc^ne of exquifite. beauty : the 
mouatains advance in a gentle curve on each 
fide,' embracing a plain enciched and variegated 
with the choiceft products of nature ; a chain 

^of lefs elevated mountains runs in a perpendi- 
cular line due fouth, rifing by degrees till 'it 

.lofesitfelf in the fnowy peaks of Afprampnte. 
The Ionian fea. appeared through the jntervi^ls 

^between the hilb, and ftrongly reflc^d the rajrs 

of 
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i6f the riling" fun, while the MriditerrMcan was 
yet Involved in the laft gloom of departing 
night, rapidly edging dfF on the approach of the 
Tuh-beatns. Nothing but the confideration of 
"the long journey I had to accomplifh before 
night, could have torn me To foon from a fpot 
where fo uncommon and delightful a pidhire 
was exhibited. 

'During a ride of fifteen miles we alternately- 
clambered up and flid down mountains after 
mountains through a traft of wood where the 
eye difcerncd no bounds. The timber is of 
a great fize ; fome large openings in the foreft 
are ploughed, ' but I faw no habitations, there- 
fore fuppofe the hulbandmen come from villages 
to till them. The furface of thefe mountains 
is a mixture of fandy loam and rotted vegetables; 
the ftony flrata underneath a micacious ihivery 
Hate ; in many parts ftrong traces of volcanical 
operations prefent themfelves even to a hafty 
obferver. The higheft parts of this wild moun- 
tainous country had a flight covering of fnow, 
7 which 
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which grows thicker towards the north-eafly 
where the mountams rife that are called La Sila^ 
known in antiquity by the name of the Brutiatt 
'foreft. Amidft the maflcs of fnow I could diftin- 
gUifh large woods of pines or firs, which I con-; 
jedturcd by their form and dark hue to be of 
the filver kind. This foreft covers a furface of 
two hundred miles in circumference; from hence 
Hiero, king of Syracufe, . and after him^ the 
Romans drew their mafts and other timber for 
Slipping ; as ample a fupply might ftill be f ur- 
nilhed by the fame forefts, if required, but, ex- 
cept in turpentine and fuel, little benefit is de- 
rived from thefe extenfive woods. 

About noon we reached the fummit of the 
ftioft elevated point that lay in our route, and 
defcended again for a long fpace of time through 
wide groves of lofty chefnut-trees ; the branches 
inet at top, and formed a thick canopy over 
our heads, while the barenefs of their tall 
trunks, and the want of underwood, gave full 
fcppe to^ the eye to wander on all fides, but 

without 



JOtrRH£VTOKAPLE8. ' t? J 

Without catching the leaft glimmering of light 
beyond the wood. Sometimes wc fuddenly 
came to a break in the foreft, where a view 
opened upon us over bold mountains, woody 
vales, towns, villages, and a great extent of 
the Mediterranean fea. This change from gloom 
to light was frequently repeated, and always 
with new charms. 

At laft we cSime to a deep narrow dell, through 
which the river Savuto ruihes furioufly among 
irocks and precipices : the difficulties of this 
paflage have been the caufe of a bridge being 
thrown over the ftream^ a convenience very 
tincommon in Calabria, Here 1 perceived with 
il great deal of uneafinefs that one nf the fer- 
vants who fode foremoft had miffed his road, 
and was not to be feen, though the country 
was now quite open, being planted with vines. 
We feparated, and filled the foreft With fhouts 
m hopes of making him heal: us* While the 
whole company was difperfed in fearch of him, 
I left my horfe in the valley, and climbed up 

Vol. IV. T the 
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the oppofite rocks in order to difcover which 
road be had taken, but to no purpofe. Being 
overcome with thirft, I went down to the river, 
and was about to drink, when a hoarfe voice 
called to me with great vehemence ; on turning 
round, I perceived very near me half a dozen 
ill-looking fellows, and two women fitting under 
a rock round a kettle ; this aopearance was 
rather alarming, but I foon recollefled myfelf 
fulEciently to know, that if there was any dan- 
ger, I had then no means of efcaping from iu 
I therefore put the beft face I could upon the 
matter, and walked up to them to a£k tbip rca- 
fon of their calfing me ; one of the men imme- 
diately jumped up, and prefenting a^ ikin of 
wine, defired me to drink of it, for at this fea- 
fon of the year the waters of the Savuto arc 
nothing but melted fnow, and extremely un- 
wholefome. I accepted the proffered draught, 
and after a little converfation about himfeif and 
company, and fruitlefs enquiries concerning my 
loft fervant, tendered him fome money, for the 

wine. 
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Wine, but lie refufed to take any^ and bringing 
me my horfe, wifliei me a good journey. 
Thefe were travelling tinkers, probably gypfies ; 
their looks and dreis made them very unpleafant 
objefts to meet with in fo favage and folitary a 
place. 

All my attendants being re-aflembled without 
having difcovered where the man had wandered^ 
I proceeded to Rogliano, a town where I pro- 

pofed to dine, and to ftay till I could gain in- 

. _ 

teHigence of him ; but juft as the fucilieri and 
fome countrymen were fallying forth to renew 
the fearch, he arrived in a mod piteous condi- 
tion. It feems he had foUpwed a ftraight path, 
which leads to a ford in the river, only ufed in 
fummer, and not being much accuftomed to 
mountain torrents, he had injudicioufly plunged 
into the water in a ftrong rapid part, much 
deeper than he cxpe&ed ; there his horfe had 
fallen, and with greit difficulty recovered him- 
felf fo as to be able to carry him through to the 
oppofitc bank, after being repeatedly dipped in 
T % the 
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the water. The fright aad cold had deprivcc^ 
him for a confiderable time of every fenfe, and 
rendered our fhouts of no avail ; at length, after 
wandering backwards and forwards along the, 
hill, the horfe had found the high road, and 
brought him terrified and Ihivering to the town. 

Rogliano afforded little provifion for us or 
provender for our horfes ; all we could procure 
for them was a fack of chefnuts, and for our- 
fclves fome hard cheefe and four bread. The 
chefnuts of this diftrift are Eemafkalily fweet, 
being gathered from grafted trees. 

After dinner we rode eight miles to Cofehzay 
which from the badnefs of the way I efteem 
equivalent to as many leagues ; nothing can be 
worfe; it deftroyed all the pleafure I might have 
tafted from a view of one of the fineft tradts of 
land in Europe. As the large timber-trees have 
ftifled all underwood, the face of the country 
refembles a magnificent park furrounded by 
well-wooded hills and mountains; on every bill 
is a village or cafale, all depending upon the 
4 jurifdidtioa 
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^urifdiatonofCofenza, and enjoying a participa- 
tion of its municipal privileges. The guides ea- 
gerly pointed out one of thefe. villages called Celi- 
co, which they faid had the honour of giving birth 
to Padre Joachino, a great Santo and Savio. I 
was at a lofs to divine whom they could mean ; 
but learned next day from a monk, that the per- 
fon alluded to was the Abbot Joachim, famous 
In the liiftory of the twelfth century for his 
prophecies and his frequent interference in the 
politicks of the times. He pretended to have 
had the knowledge of the Scriptures infufed into 
him by miraculous vifions, and to be able to 
interpret the moft difficult parts of Sacred Writ ; 
the book of Revelarions was his favourite field of 
enquiry. Our Richard the Firft fent^for him 
to Meffina, in order to queftion him concerning 
the event of the expedition he was embarked in 
againfl: Paleftine •, but this acute and fr^e-think- 
ing monarchj^ who was a difciple of the Trou* 
badours, and initiated in their fcience, put fo 
many difficult queries to the prophet, that he 
T 3 was 
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was confounded and detcfted in yarjiQyi COl).tpi- 
didlory affertions ; the prelates and wv^^gts 
imitated their mafter i^n ridiculing tl^c yii^p^atj!:, 
and fent him back witji difgrace tp his Cah^rian 
convent, where he died in i202. But it would 
have been a miracle ind^ed^ if he had* Vapted 
believers in that •credulous ?entury. ^pw^yer 
flightingl)r great men and ftrangers might tic^ 
Joachim, his countryn^en conifojn;c^d him by 
paying the utmofl deference tp bis oracles ; Iw?. 
is flill hel4 among them a mirrqur 9^ fandifeity 
and wifdom, and ftrong trufl: i.s riepof^d ii^ his 
prophecies ; a book is attributed tp him, which 
contains a regular fucceffion of tbc pope;s fijpcc 
his time down to the day of judgment, marked 
by epithets charadteriftical of pontiffs yet un» 
born *. From the badnefs. of the c.laycjy road, 

and 

* St. Malacby, archbifhop of Armagh in the twelfth 
century, is faid to have drawn up the fame foretelling ca« 
talogue, enigmatically defcribing each future pontiff, ac- 
cording to the order in which he was to fijl the cjiair. of 

Sf 
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and many caufes of delay^ it was very late be* 
fore I reached Cofenza^ the capital of Hither 
Calabria. I was lodged at the Dominican con* 
vent in the fuburbs^ and loaded with attention 
and civilities. A very heavy rain fell during 
the whole night and the enfuing day, which in- 
duced the hojrfe-hirersy wkh whom I had made 
an agreement as foon as I arrived, to recede 
from their bargain, being appcehenfive that tjae 
extraordinary ftay they Ihould be obliged to 
make in various plaices on account of inundations, 
would reduce their profits in our agreement to 
nothing. Th.e weather was fa wet, I could 
hardly fieal an hour to walk into the town» but 
tlie good fathers kept me cooftant company at 

SU Peter. This lift was invented by fome members of the 
coDcUve hdd in 1590; it isivplete with miftaket relative 
to the pepes that interveDcd between the vra of Malachy 
and the fizteen^h century, and hasr been moil awkwardly 
tortured to make out the popes that have reigned fince 
that conclave ; but, by a curious effect of chance, Pius 
the Sixth anfwers to the motto of Firegrinus ApofioUcui^ 
the apoftolic pilgrim* 

T 4 home. 
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home, and being many of them men of educa- 
tion and learning, made me pafs my hours ia 
gn agreeable apd profitable manner. 



SECTION LXIV. 

UNDER the uncertainty of being ablq 
for f<i)me time to procure a proper con- 
veyance from Cofenza to Naples by the ufual 
Toad, I agreed to accompany two friars the firfl: 
fair day to Paula. They expedted to find there 
a felucca for Naples, and as the wind was now 
changed, made no doubt of a fpeedy paffage 
thither. 

They provided me with a horfe, and were to 
fend back a meflenger for my fervants, in cafe 
the bark fliould be arrived. 

The 14th being free from rain, we ventured 
to fet out ; our ride did not exceed fifteen miles ; 
but the country being mountainous, rendere4 

our 
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pur motions very flow. As foon as we came ii^ 
^ght of the fea, the profpefts that opened all 
ground were fuch as gave me reafoii to rejoice 
in the refdlution I had taken to make this ex- 
cprlion. 

On our arrival at Paula we found that no 
felucca had been heard of; and the wind and 
weather looked fo unpromifing for a fea vqyage, 
thlat I inftantly renounced the fcheme, and de- 
termined to return to Cofenp on the morrow* 
The remainder of the day was 4cvoted to the 
. curiofities of Paula, a place famous for the birth 
of Saint Francis, the founder of an order of 
mendicant friars called Minims, * 

He was a peafant's fon, and was at firft treated 
in his own country with much contempt ; but 
as he was a man nor only of an auftere lif^, but 
alfo of a moft humane, meek difpofition of mind, 
he became in time an objedt of veneration, and 
his reputation for fanftity difFufed itfelf over 
Italy, and many foreign countries : Lewis th^ 
Eleventh, king of France, who made up in 

punning 
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cunning and fuperftition what he wanted ia 
courage and morality, was pcrfuaded that the 
interceflion of this Calabrian hermit would prer 
vail uppn the Almighty to prolong his baneful 
cxiftcnce. Francis, by order of the pope, though 
broken with extreme old a^e, fuffered himfelf 
^eludantly to be dragged tp the court of France 
where his fimplicity afforded ai> ample fund of 
iridicyle to the jp.rofane. He was known by the 
name of the Bonhomme ; the Bonhomme was 
not however fo f^rpple or Q) h{k as to flatter the 
king wif h apy hopes of a cure j he bluntly told 
him he could do his body np good. The mo^ 
parch, oppreifed with terror^ and a load of ac* 
cumulated enorpiities, w^s obliged to relinquiih 
the hopc$ of lifip, and try with the Minim's hrfp 
to make up the beft accounts he could for the 
infpeaion of the fter^ Jpdge, befpre whom he 
yras fliortly to appear. Francis died at Tours 
^^ i597> ^^^ was canonized twelve years after; 
he ibon became the favourite faint and patroa of 
his native country. The Calabrians continue 

to 



tphave unbounded confidence if> his mediation ;^ 
but their mode of applying to him (qt faypurs 
1$ extraordinarjT ; tibiey approach his i|[^tue witl| 
reverential awe, holding in both hands an 2l&\ 
halter ; this they fudd^nly throw over the head 
9f the i^atue, and after fixing the £tiprknot with 
a (nniart puU, repeat their petition^ and leav^ 
tljie rope : I think therje was two hvindred weight 
of rope 01^ its ihoulders when I faw it. This 
founder, who prefcribed the mpft rigorous abftjl- 
nence from meat jto al]i his fpiritual children^ 
and eycQ allowed it but fpatingly to the fick^ 
purchafed a fmal| fiock of pigeons for the ufe 
of the infirmary : as they are feldom killed for 
that purpofe^ and held as fapred'by all the 
neighbourhood^ thefe birds have in near thre.9 
centuries multiplied to an incredible degree^ an4 
become very ferious deftru£tive nuifances. They 
fly in large flocks^ and cover the roof of the 
monaftery : under the proted^on of the fain( 
they enjoy the moft undifturbed tranquillity ; 
the conxmon people believe that feveral ralli 

fportf. 



ft84 JOURNEY TO NAPLES. 

^ortfmen and greedy coaks, who have dared to 
lay their facrilegious hands on thefe doves, have 
been punilhed in a moft fevere miraculous man- 
ner ; fome farmers go fo far as to fow plots of 
ground for them, but it is from a felfifli, not 
from a devout motive ; for they are perfuaded 
that ' the pigeons of Saint Francis have too 
much honour to meddle with any feed but what 
is allotted them, unlefs fuch allotment be neg- 
lefted to be made for them. 

In the kingdom of Naples it is not as in many 
other parts of Europe, where the lord of the 
manor has an exclufive right to ereO: a dove- 
cote ; here every land-holder may build one if 
he pleafes, and agree with his neighbours about 
the damages his flock may commit. I have 
heard that fome barons have arrogated the power 
of prohibiting all perfons to fhoot them, either 
out of caprice, or a defire of preferving the 
breed, which in fome diftrifts is almofl: deftroyed, 
becaufe every purchafer of a royal permit kills 
fill that comes in his way. 

Paula 
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f aula belongs to the family of Spinelli, and 
is fituated in a moft romantic country of 
woodlarid and cultivated ground. Noble rocky 
eminences tower above, crowned with aged tim- 
ber; the coaft lies boldly expanded at their 
feet. The convent of Minims ftani^s in the 
fame wild fpot where Francis had fixed his 
original folitary cell amidft caves, and under 
impending cliffs, out of which a copious dream 
guflies with great impetuofity. The bay pro- 
duces a great quantity of coral. 

The friars, being determined to wait for the 
boat, put me under the care of a lay-brother, 
who was going to Cofenza. We travelled with 
only one horfe betwixt us, and therefore rode 
by turns ; but about five miles from Paula aii 
accident feparated us in the middle of a wood, 
and it was lucky for me that it was my turn to 
ride, or other wife I muft have walked to Cofen- 
za. The friar had upon our fetting out begun 
a relation of the cruel deeds of fome renowned 
robbers of South Calabria, which I liftened to 

with 
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with (iarticular kttentioii, as I found a difficulty 
in cbmpreiieiidirig his provincial dialeift. Tbui 
jkbfbrted in nirratlve we were purfuitig bur 
joiirney silong a \frinding hollow way, fliaded by 
the Swifted roots of aged oaks that almoft met 
over our heads. When behold at the turb of 
the road a man armed with gun and piftols darted 
fuddenly upon us. My companion, whoie ima- 
gination wa^ at that moment diAurbed ^ith the 
idei of the barbarities he was defcrlbing, gave 
a loud ihriek, darted into the wood, and infUntly 
difappeared, leaving me to the mercy of the 
aflaffin. I had not time to be mUch terrified, 
for the man imn^ediately let me know he was 
only a fkirfo of a neighbouring bslroft returning 
from Paula. We endeavoured to call back the 
lay-brother, but he either never heard us, or 
did not chufe to truft himfelf in oUr c6topany; 
fo having loft all hopes of finding him, I con- 
tinued my journey with the guard, who efcortcd 
me to a hamlet, from whence I had a fight of 
Cofenza, and there left me, as I Wdis no longer 

in 
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in any danger of lofing my way. On riiy arrival 
at the convent, I found horfes had been prd- 
vifionally engaged to cirry me in four days to 
£voH. 
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GOSf:N2iA, riov(r tie fee of ah arcTi- 
bifhop, and refidence of th^ frefide or 
governor of the provJncje, was the capital of 
the Brutian date, and of fome cohfequencc dur- 
ing the fecond Punic wat. The Saracens re- 
duced it to alhes in the tenth centtfry, bot by 
the munificence of its pfelates it foon recovered 
from the calamity. Lewis the Third of Anjou, 
adopted by Joan the Second, died here in 1434, 
and lies buried in the metropolitan church, Hfe 
was a prince of a mild unambitious difpofitiol^^ 
though not deficient in courage or military abi- 
lities ; he bore with patience the caprices of the 
7 old 
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old quecDj and the infult^ of her wicked ^£d^ 
Vourites, and when he died, was fincerely rc-J 
gretted by all ranks of people : even Joan her* 
felf,. though her feelings were deadened by vici- 
ous habits^ and the imbccillity of age, fhed 
tears at his premature fate ; but grief was of 
tnomentary duration in her callous foul. The 
Calabrians were particularly afFefted with the 
lofs of fo virtuous and benevolent a mafter,' 
under whofe adminiftration their province had 
enjoyed uncommon happinefs ; happinefs of 
double Value from a comparifon with the horrors 
of ciyii war and difcord flill frelh in their me- 
mories. The goodnefs of Lewis was not foon 
forgotten, but remained long deeply impreffed 
in the hearts of the natives, who ever after re- 
tained a partiality for the Angevine and French 
caufe. This attachment excited the vengeance 
of the Arragonian party, who committed (hock- 
ing outrages at Cofenza in the year 1457. Earth- 
quakes have been very deftrudlive here. The 
l)umber of ks inhabitants is faid in fome printed 

lifts 
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Hils to reach eighteen thoufand; bur, from the 
information I procured, it does not much exceed/ 
half that quantity. 

Cofenza is pleafantly fituated, about twelve 
miles from the Mediterranean fea, at the fouth* 
em extremity of a fpacious plaiii^ which^ upon 
a coniiderable breadth, extends above twenty 
miles down the courfe of the river Crati. The 
city (lands upon feven hills, which form part of 
itSi armorial coat : at the foot of the declivity 
the Crati^ coming from the eaftern vallies of the 
Sila, receives the waters of the Bafiento ; this 
torrent is remarkable for containing within its 
bofom the bones of Alaric, the mighty leader 
of the Vifigoths. Here in 422 death put a pe- 
riod to his vidories, and faved mankind from 
many intended ravages j his faithful foldiers, 
having no wifli of fettling in this country, and 
fearful, left after their departure any indignity 
ihould be offered to the relics of their hero, 
turned off the waters of the Bafiento, and in the 
middle of its bed dug a deep grave, in which 
. Vol. IV. U they 
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they depofited his body, with many rich trophies' 
and fpoils of conquered f^ations. The waterr 
were then kt into their former channel ; the 
workmen who had been employed were put to- 
death; and by thefe means the tomb of Alaric 
remains hidden perhaps for ever from humaii 
light and infult. 

From an ancient caftle on the higheft part of 
the hills the profpedt is very grand over the 
mountains on three fides, and down the plain oi» 
the other. The low grounds are fertile in air 
eminent degree; but frorn their fituation and 
frequent waterings exhale vapours in fummcr 
that^ conftitute a Afe/'-^r/a very produflrive of 
fevers. 

There is a vifible difference in the drefs and 
manners of the Two Calabrias r the inhabitants' 
of the fouth part rcfemble the Sicilians ; and, 
Kke them, the men wear bonnets; north of 
Rogliano, the boundary of the provinces, hats- 
are univcrfally worn. A learned friend- of mine> 
a native of Italy, and long refident in various 

parts' 
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parts of the Two Sicilies, thinks the Sicilians, 
even now betray flrong marks iii their chara&er 
of their ancient connedions with the Africans *» 
that the North Calabrefe have a great deal of 
German foUdity in their difpofition, arifing per* 
haps from colonies tranfplanted thither by the 
Swabian princes: he finds the moil evident 
tfaces of Grecian manners and turn of mind in 
the fouthern Calabrefe^ and in the Neapolitans ; 
but much more evident in the latter* He looks 
upon the Abruzzefc as little altered from the 
appearance and charaiflcr of their Samnlte an* 
ceftors^ except the flight change operated by a 
mixture of Lombard blood. 

Though Calabria is in bad repute as to fafety 
for travellers, the peqple fcem perfedly honeft 
towards one another ; for their houfes have no 
bolts or bars to the 4oor; and, during the 
owner's abfence, are left to the mercy of every 
paffenger. 

The Dominicans were very unwilling to let 

me depart without a guard of fucUieri ; but as 

U 2 I had 
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I had experienced their inutility, I poiitivelf 
refufed them^ However, at the earheft requeft 
of my hofts, I accepted of the loan of two muf- 
kets and two fabres, which the guide was to 
bring back. The many accounts of robberies 
and murders I had received gave me fome degree 
of uneafinefs, and made me make the befi dif- 
pofitlon I could in cafe of an attack. . The guide 
went firft, armed with one of the guns, the two 
fervants formed the centre with the fwords, and 
I brought up the rear with the reft of the arms : 
before the fun had rifen an hour, our apprehen- 
fions vanifhed entirely, and we rode along the 
charming plain without any further attention to 
our military arrangements. 

We travelled fix miles through a fruitful 
country covered with corn, vines, and mulberry- 
ttees, inclofed all round by beautiful hills, the 
city of Cofenza and the. white peaks of the Sila 
fhutting in the fcene behind us : the Ctati flowed 
on our right hand at the foot of a chain of bills, 
but hidden from our fight by a thick fringe of 
I wood; 
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wood ; we then entered a thicket^ and forded 
the river. . It was rapid and clear notwithftand- 
ing the preceding rains, and came up to the 
horfe's girth ; eight fiurdy fellows attended on 
the {hore, and ilripping dark-naked walked 
through the water on each fide of every horfe, 
in order to point out the fafeft pafTage^ and to 
prevent the violence of the current from car- 
rying it too far down the ftream : about a mile 
lower we repaflcd the Crati in the fame cau- 
tious manner. The eminences on both fides of 
the plain are populous and well-wooded ; the 
towns ftand on the highefl points ; among the 
principal ones in view towards the Mediterra- 
nean are Montalto, famous for a native falC 
mine * ; La Regina, fo called from Margaret, 

the 

* The fait at this place is cut out of a folid mafs, and 
forced down by damming up water above, and then letting 
it fall upon it with violence ; a method called hvjhlng in 
the lead mines in fome parts of England. This proceis it 
reiy detrimental to the grounds that lie below the hill. 

U 3 1 take 
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the wife of king Lewis of Anjou, having re- 
fided there ; and S. Marco, ^n epifcopal city. 

On the eaftern hills is Biiignano,^ which gives 
the title of prince to the laft remaining branch 
of the antient houfe of Sanfeverino, long thi^ 
kader in all civil contefts, and often the difpofer 

I take one of thefe towns to be Pandofia, where Alex- 
ander, king of the Moloffians, was ilain by fome Lucanian 
exiles, as he was cro^g the river Acheron, after the 
defeat of his army. 

*rhe face of the country, and its vicinity to the lirahs of 
Brutium and Lucania, juftify the conjefture, I have in 
my poiTeiGon two fmall gold coins found ip thefe plains, 
that feem to have been ftruck by that prince— ©«/«/ raJia- 
turn afronte. Fyimen AAE^. 

There are fome coins of Greek type flruck at Pandofia, 
which fome medallifts have attributed to a city of the fame 
name in Epiras, 

Ex Argento. 

I. Cap. Solis a frpnte — Tripus nANAnriEnN. 

;r. In tab. qua^r. Bos cap, reflexo rANAO— Tripus O po. 
I think this belongs to Croton. 

}• Cap, Cybeles turrit. IIANAnsi^nN.— Cap. Martis 
HANAnsiEHN^ 

of 
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iof the Nei^politan crowd. This family begins 
its pedigree with one Trogifius of Normandyp 
Xo whom Robert Guilcard gave in 1080 the 
iordihip of S. Severino in the principality of 
Salerno. His defcendants acquired prodigious 
wealthy and at different periods poflefled half 
the fiefs in the kingdom^ with every kind of 
honourable titles. Unfortunately for them^ 
they enlifted under the papal banner in oppo- 
fitioQ to their foveieign Frederick the Swabian; 
for which defedion they were perfecuted with 
implacable vengeance. One fingle boy efcaped 
from the maflacre of aU his kindred^ and lived 
to be tke fecond founder as it were of his race ; 
after m^ny years eyile, he re-entered the king- 
dom with the army of the count of Provence; 
and, at the battle of Benevento^ had the bloody 
ihirt in which his father was ilain carried before 
him as a bannec for his partifans. Charles the 
Firft reftored him to all his honours and eftates^ 
and even added more to the already huge 
ai)[iount ; thefe benefits attached the Saoieveri* 
U 4 nos 
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nos to the houfe of Anjou, and rendered them 
to the laft the mortal enemies of the rival family 
of Arragon. With the powerful proteftion of 
the monarch they attained the higheft honours 
of the ftate, and rofe to a degree of preponde- 
rance that was fcarcely inferior to that of the fo- 
vereign. Under Joan the Firft their difputcs 
with the Marfani involved Naples in a civil war, 
which ended by the deftruftion of their adverfa- 
ries. Ladlflaus proved their bitter enemy in 
revenge for their adherence to the faction of 
Anjou; bur, during the reign of his fitter, they 
regained their confequence ; from Ferdiiwind 
the Firft they extorted a grant of the princi- 
pality of Salerno, but not thinking themfelvcs^ 
bound by the prefent, preferved in their hearts 
a firm attachment to the French party, and 
always appeared to bear the Spanifti yoke with 
impatience, Ferrante, the laft prince of Saler- 
no, rebelled againft the emperor Charles the 
Fifth, was outlawed, and died in exile. The 
branch of Bifignano alfo failed in ;6q6, and 

grqat 
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gteat litigations enfued : at length the eftates 
were divided by a compromife, and Biiignano 
was afiigned to a diftant male relation ; the re* 
mainder of the inheritance being adjudged to 
fome female klnfwomen. 

After a journey of twenty-two miles down 
the plain without having even a hillock to a& 
cend, we flopped for dinner at a poor folitary 
public-houfe, not far from the town of Tarfia. 
This place belongs to the Spinelli, and flands 
high among fome very bare hills north of the 
riven Here the Crati turns fuddenly to the eaft, 
and after forcing its way through a pafs in the 
mountains^ runs acrofs the wide plain of Syba* 
ris to the gulf of Tarento* 

After dinner we altered our courfe, and tra- 
velled in an oblique line towards the gulf of 
Policaftro over fome high land, from whence I 
enjoyed many fine views of the coaft of Corig- 
liano. We foon after entered an immenfe fo- 
refl: that covers a flat country inclofed with 
woody hills, ftudded with villages. Oak pre- 
dominates. 
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round knoU at the extremity of Ulfe water, called 
DunmolUn ; it is a diminutive copy of the Cala- 
brian mountain I am deCcribing. The foil near 
S. Bafile refembles the white clay, of which the 
infide of the Solfatara di Puzzuoli is compofcd ; 
every ftone is a mere mafs of lava, 

A rough narrow path leads round the moun- 
t^n into a lon^ valley well-planted and im- 
proved, .locked, in on every fide by peaked 
mountains, except to the fouth, where the hand- 
fome volcanic cone juft. mentioned rifes, but 
without excluding a view of the diftant coun- 
try : on the north the fnowy ridge of PoUino 
towers above the reft* Our day's journey ended 
atMurano^, a large town pleafantly fituated 
on the rapid flope of a high hill ; my guide pro- 
cured me an excellent apartment at a friend's 
houfe, where levery thing was warm, clean, and 
comfortable. 

* Miirano fuccefSvely belonged to the families of Aq^- 
no, Scaglione, and Fafanella ; on the. forfeiture of the laft, 
it was beftowed by Ferdinand the Firft upon San fcvcrino, 
piiiice of Bifignano. It has long been in the poffeflion of 
the Spinelli. . SEC 
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SECTION LXVI. 

IT* E B. 1 7th, after an hour's afcent by a rocky 
road called la Rocca perrupata, we enter- 
ed the Campo Temefe, a large circular plain 
encompaflcd by mountains, which are covered 
with beech-woods. The level was fown witl^ 
tye, called in Calabtia Germano, becaufe it was 
brought into the country from Germany; Charles 
the Fifth, in his progrefs through this province, 
as he returned from his Mooriih expedition^ 
taking notice that many large trads of good 
land remained unimproved becaufe their elevated 
fituation rendered them too cold for wheat, gave 
orders that a more hardy fpecics of grain ihould 
be imported from the north. To his paternal 
attention Calabria is indebted for this additional 
fupply of food. 

In a corner of this amphitheatre is a convent 
of capucklfls^ who fuccour and harbour travel- 
lers 
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lers that happen to be furprisied by a fall of 
fnow^ or are benighted in this high and lonely 
region. The name of the place is derived from 
the ancient city of Tempfa, but where this city 
fiood remains a doubt^ whether near St; Eufe- 
niia, as Cluverius places it, or rather at Mal- 
vito, near St. Marco^ where Baf riuS with mucK 
greater probabilit)^ has fixed it : Strabo fays it 
wa$ the neareft town of confequence to the Lu- 
caniim t^oundary, and that in its territory a teni- 
pie was erected to Politas, a companioa of 
Ulyfles murdered there by "the Barbarians ; a 
tieighbouring village called PolieaftrieUo may 
be thought to retain fome traces of tht name. — 
The Campo Temefe was probably the property 
of the corporation of Tempfa, and was origi- 
nally,: if I may reafon from analogy and a hafty 
furvey, the crater of a volcano. The decompo^ 
^tion of its mountainous border has io a courfe 
of ages raifed the foil of the bafon s tbe fcali 
or pafs by which we entered, was the crack 
where the lava, and perhaps afterwards the 
4 watcr^ 
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titratefi was difcharged, for mod: craters wbent 
they ceafe to burn, become lakcs^ till the frail 
cruft that holds the contents gives way, and 
leaves the bottoin dry. Oo the furrounding 
hills holly grows in great abundance ; I do not 
femcmbcr to have feen it fouth of this fpot. 
At the northern foot of the mountain we pafled 
a torrent, and entered the province of Bafilicau, 
The mountains here are covered with immenfe 
quantities of fine oak-timber, which is fuffered 
to decay with age, without any benefit accruing 
to mankind from &s long ftanding and valuable 
properties, except affording acorns for the nou^ 
riihment of innumerable herds of fwine. The 
fea is not above fix miles off, a trifling difiance 
when compared with the advantages that might 
be derived from the (ale of fuch fizeable tim* 
ber ; the vatlies are wide enough: to admit of a 
way down to the fbore in fummer. The ex- 
pence would no doubt be confiderable, but the 
objeft well deferves fuch an exertion ; for all 
the dock-yards in Europe might be fupplied 

from 
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from the foreils of this peninfula^ and I fee no 
reafon to doubt of the compaAnefs and (bund* 
nefs of the wood. General A&on, fecretary of 
fiate for the marine department of Naples^ has 
turned his views this way^ and cut fome wood 
in the foiithern extremity of Calabria for the uie 
of the royal navy ; but the natives are averfe to 
thefe projeds) as the weight of felling and 
tranfporting the timber falls very hard upon 
them, without their receiving what they deem 
a proper equivalent for their fevere labour, great 
iofs of time, and deftrudion to their draught 
cattle. As the minifter cut the above-mentioned, 
woods by way. of effay, if the experiment an» 
fwers, he will no doubt prqceed hereafter upon 
a regular plan, in which the interefis of the 
publick and of individuals will be confulted ; 
without fuch a fair and wife arrangement, lam 
certain the expence of carrying on this work 
will be fo enormous as to ruin it ; a thoufand 
artificial obftacles will be thrown in the way ; 
incredible wafte and unavoidable fraud will be 

daily 
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daily committed. I fay nothing of the injuftice 
and oppreffion that would attend a partial mode 
of conduifting the undertaking, becaufe General 
Adton, who is defcended from Englilh anceftors, 
has too great an idea of general liberty and the 
rights of mankind, to entertain a thought of 
enriching one part of the community at the ex- 
pence of the other. 

The women of thefe mountains wear red veils ; 
their ftockings, and indeed moft of their apparel 
is of the fame colour, which I believe is dyed 
with a bolar earth; that appears in the fides of 
many broken banks near the road : it is a coarfe 
colour approaching to brown. 

We pafled through La Retonda, a town be- 
longing to the prince of Bifignano ; it is moft 
Angularly placed on the fummit of a rock. 
The houfesfeem tocling all round it in clufters, 
as barnacles do upon a ftone. The view from 
it nortliward is amazingly grand over the vale of 
St. Mai-tinb, watered by the river Lao. A long 
chain of mountains, rifing rapidly from both 
Vol. IV. X feas. 
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feas, extends from hence over all the central 
provinces. The banks of the river are popu- 
lous and well cultivated. This valley is thought 
by fome experienced obfervers of the alterations 
and various forms atTumed by nature in confe- 
quence of earthquakes, to have been at fome 
diftant period of time a large lake ; which was 
created by the mountains on each fide crumbling 
intd the harrow dale, and flopping the courfc 
of the river, till a fubfequent fliock gave liberty 
to the confined waters, and left only faint traces 
of the Wear that had dammed up the paflage* 
Vifible marks 6f fuch revolutions have frequently 
occurred to me in my travels through moun- 
tainous countries. 

The defcetit from La Retonda was very bad, 
wet, and narrow. A firing of loaded mules, 
that we niet coming up the mountain, threw us 
into great cohfufion and danger ; for thofe obfii* 
nate animals will neither ftop nor give way eafily, 
and, for want of room, we found it very difficult 
to pafs theiii.^ 

~ Having 
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Having crofled the Lao, we rode through 
Caftelluccio, a double town ; one part is agreea- 
bly fituated on a rocky eminence, with a decli* 
vity that Ihews all the houfes, as if they were 
upon terraces ; the o^her part is built at its foot,^ 
Jimidft a delightful tradt of frelds, rich in vines 
and fruit-trees, and bounded by rows of tower- 
ing oaks ; each vineyard has two large tubs 
under a penthoufe, where its proprietor makes 
his own vintage feparately. The hedges glowed 
with the firft flowers of fpring, ai)ii the little 
birds announced on all fides, by their gay con- 
certs, the approach of that all-reviving feafon. 
We foon after entered another fpacious foreft^ 
with' timber ftill larger than that I faw before; 
the ride through theife venerable groves over 
very uneven ground afforded a moft admirable 
variety of profpeifi ; high up the mountain, at 
the foot of a rugged peak, we paffed clofe to a 
fmall deep lake, fed by a fl:rong runner from 
above, but I could not difcover any vent for the 
difcharge of the waters ; I fuppofe they floy^ 
X 2 under 
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under ground for fome time, till they burft out 
at the head of a valley, and give birth to a 
rivulet. 

I dined at Lauria which is alfo a double Jtown; 
The high part ftands upon a lofty precipice im- 
mediately over the low one ; by their fituation, 
both are expofed to fatal accidents ; one from 
the danger of lofing its foundation, the other 
from the poffibility pf the cliffs fplitting and 
overwhelming it; fuch events have fometimes 
happened. When the idea of this peril does 
not occur, it is fcarcely poffible to conceive a 
more delightful pofition ; the views are fub- 
lime, for it overlooks a world of well-wooded 
mountains, numberlefs narrow but fertile vales, 
and a great part of the gulf of Policaftro* 
Our evening journey was extremely difagree- 
able, as it lay ^raong woods and deep hollows, 
and at laft along the bed of a torrent full of large 
ftones and fioles that endangered our necks at 
every ftep. The horfes were good, and accuf- 
tomed to the roads, and brought us fafe to 

Lagonero, 



I 
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Lagonero, though we had travelled the lafl: two 
hours in utter darknefs. 

Lagonero takes its name from a large morafs 
that has been long drained ; the vapours of it 
were almoft peftilential. The country is defolate 
and poor, but the continual thoroughfare gives 
life to the town, and enables about eight thoufand 
people to earn a comfortable maintenance by a 
variety of trades. I lodged at a Tery good inn 
in a room furnilhed with as much magnificence 
as a palace. The elbow-chair and bed were of 
crimfon damafk, laced with gold, bought many 
years ago at the fale of a cardinal who died on 
the road. A large hrajiero or pan of coals 
placed in the middle of my room, a good fup- 
per, and excellent bed, made amends for a tedi- 
ous, dark, and cold ride : I found myfelf in a 
high atmofphere, and felt a degree of cold 
which I had not experienced before in my whole 
tour. The road next morning was execrable, 
through a hilly foreft ami^ft mountains tipped 
with fnow. Beech abounds here, generally 
X 3 growing 
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growing very high up the mountain : in left 
elevated places evergreens and common oak arc 
more plentiful; of the laft fort the groves arc 
admirable, but halt the trees are ruined by. 
lopping; the ground is ftrewcd with trunks 
fallen, and decayed «nerely through ngc. 

Upon leaving the woods we followed the 
courfc of the river of Cafalnuovo down a nar^ 
row defile, till it brought us out into the great 
vale of Piano, near twenty miles in length. Its 
fhape referables a Ihuttle, narrow at both ends, 
^nd wide in the middle; the mountains on each 
fide gradually opening from the extremities, 
while the river N^gto, the ancient Tanager, di- 
vides it in its whole length. The fertility of 
this vale is renowned throughout the kingdom, 
but its unwholefoiiKnefs in fummer takes off 
from its merit. Corn and flax cover the ground 
as long as it keeps a level high enough to be 
out of the power of inundation ; lower down, 
rice is cultivated, »s the rich depth of foil and 

the 
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the copious fupplies of water rufliing on all 
fides from the hills, or drawn from the river, 
encourage the farmers to raife this plant in pre* 
ference to any other. On the points and emi- 
nences ifound the plain are many towns that give 
add:itional fpirit to this charming landfcape; - 
iuSi. Padula is one of its grand, features ; an an- 
cient caftle on a rouikl detached hill, fonae tall 
cyptefies rifing up among the buildings on the 
flope, and at the foot an immenfe monaftery of 
Carthufians, form a very noble mafs of objeds. 
Thisf was once an eftate of the Sanfeverini, but 
in 1308 one of the family founded the convent,, 
and affigned this lord&ip and fome others for 
its fopport. The wealth of thefe monka has 
been much increafed fince that time by dt>na« 
tions and cjeconomy ; the prior is^ treated like si 
prince, and rules his v^ffals with the double 
fwpy of feudal authority and religious influence. 
The monaftery is one of the largcft and grandeft 
of the order of St. Bruno. 

X 4 I dined 
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I dined at La Sala, an extenfive town on the 
Ikirts of the plain ; the profufion of white mar- 
ble furprifed me; the fountains, watering-troughs, 
window and door-cafes, even the fteps into the 
houfes, are of an even-grained clear marble, 
which appeared to me to be antique. I fup- 
pofe thefe are fragments of the buildings that 
anciently compofed an epifcopal city called 
Marcelliana — it muft have flood near La Sala. 

The valley now grew again contrafted, and 
hear La Polla, where I flept, feems almoft ftiut 
up. This is a town of three thoufand inhabi- 
tants, belongs to the Capeci, and was almoft 
deftroycd by an earthquake in the fixteenth cen- 
tury. The inn is on the oppofite fide of the 
river, and at it is colledled the toll for paffing 
from one province to another. In the wall is 
Jnferted an infcription, which by its ftyle ap- 
pears to belong to the time of the Roman re- 
publick. Gruter, and many other collefl-ors of 
infcriptions have copied it, all varying from 

each 
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each other, and from the original*. It was 
made to commemorate the public adions of a 
PrsBtor, whofe name does not appear, but was 
probably Manias Aquilius; he made or re- 
paired the confular road from Capua to Reggio, 
three hundred and twenty-four miles, built 
bridges, placed mile (tones and horfeblocks, 

* VIAM FECEI A REGIO AD CAPVAM ET 
IN EA VIA PONTEIS OMNEIS MILLIARIOS 
TABELLARIOSQVE P9SEIVEI HINCE SVNT 
NPVCERIAM MEILIALI CAPVAM XXCIII 
MVRANVM LXXIIII COSENTIAM CXXIII 
VALENTIAM CLXXX AD FRETVM AD 
STATVAM CCXXXI REGIVM CCXXXVI 
SVM A AF CAPVA : REGIVM MEILIA CCCXXIIH 
ET EIDEM PRiETOR IN 
SICILIA FVGITEIVOS ITALICORVM 
CONQVjtSEIVEI REDIDEIQVE 
HOMINES DCCCCXVI EIDEMQyE 
PRIMVS FECEI VT DE AGRO POPLICO 
ARATORIBVS CEDERENT PASTORES 
FORVM uEDISOyE POPLICAS HEIC FECEI. 
3 and 
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and was alio the firft to encourage the divifioo 
of common paftures. Wbat a pity it is, that 
fome fuch active intelligent mlnifter does not 
fpring up in Naples^ and open proper comnau- 
nications betweea the different countries that 
conftitute the kingdom. Though a Roman ma- 
giftrate, with the trcafure of fuch a common- 
wealth and legions of laborious foldiers at his 
difpofal^ was equal to almoft any effort^ and 
though the refources of the kingdom of Naples 
are fmall compared with his, ftill there is 
ftrength- enough for fuch beneficial operations ; 
and as the realm enjoys fuch profound peace, 
fome part of the military might here be ufefully 
employed. The great difficulty lies in devifing 
proper methods of fetting about it, and finding 
directors men of integrity, equal to the truft. 
If the plan were tex be executed by the fervants 
of the crown» I fear that unlefs they aj-e caft in 
a different mould at Naples fpom that of other 
courts, the expence would be prodigious, the 
country oppreflfed, and more faerificed to idle 

. pomp 
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pomp th«n to real folid utility : i^ on the other 
hand, the making of roads be committed to the 
feudal lords, it is to be apprehended that a mer- 
ciful lord will leave the work imperfed, a 
hard-hearted one will render the burden infup- 
portable. It appears therefore more advifablc 
to commiffion provinces, diflrids, or townlhips, 
to make their own roads upon a plan given and 
fup^rintcnded by the king's engineers, to pre- 
vent delays and frauds, and to cut fhort all li- 
tigations and quarrels. A commiffion of noble- 
men has beea lately appointed to concert a 
fchcme for improving the roads, and a tax of 
ten per cent, on property laid to defray the ex- 
pence ; but it will be many years before the 
projed: be completed. The incredible number 
of large bridges requifite to make travellingr 
eafy at all times in fo mountainous a country, 
will abforb a confiderable portion of the appro- 
priated revenue, and the want of hard materials 
in inany diftriifts, where the rocks are rather 

bakied 
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baked clay than ftonc, will be another formid- 
able obftacle to furmount *. 

Next mornbg we reached the bottom of the 
valley, which is inclofed all round by hills, 
though low ones ; the river lofes itfelf here in 
feveral horizontal apertures in the ground, and 
oozes through the fand as through a fieve -f- ; 
there is a narrow pafs in one part of the ridge 
where the waters run over in high floods, when 
the ufual funnels cannot receive them. Here 
we paflTed over a very fteep mountain by a 
narrow rocky path, fo flippery that it was ex- 
tremely difficult to avoid falling at every ftep; 
on the north fide the, declivity is more than 
double the extent of that on the fouthern, and 
the narrow dell much below the level pf the 
vale of Diano. Here the river Negro again 
breaks forth in a fpacious cavern called la Per- 

* Between Evoli and Rcggio twenty-fevcn bridges of 
feveral arches will be required. 
t The place is therefore called La Criva,— a fieve. 

tofa, 
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tofa, dedicated to St. Michael, who has the 
fpecial patronage of all grottos in the kingdom. 
It is fuppofed to be a work of art, or if of na- 
ture, affifted at leaft by the hand of man : the 
Romans being defirous of draining the immenfe 
lake of Diano, as they had done that of Rieti, 
opened a fubterraneous paflage for the river : 
perhaps the channel was not fubterraneous at 
firft, but from the falling-in of loofe earth be- 
came covered. It is impoffible to follow their 
operations, for the whole face of things mufl 
have been changed in the great number of 
years that have elapfed fince the diffolution of 
their empire *. When the river guflies forth, 

it 

* In the year, of Rome 483 Curius Dentatus, while 
Cenfor, opened a canal from lake Velinus, and brought 
the wiaters into the Nar at the fall now called le Marmorc 
di Terni. By thefe means he drained a large valley, which 
became foon after one of the moft fertile and delightful 
trafts of land in Laly. In the middle ages his works being 
deflrojed, and the falphureous fediment hardening into 

ftone 



3l8 JOURNEY TO NAPLES. 

it is fo' different from the limpid placid flreatn 
that fpreads in a wide fliallow bed along the 
level meadows of Diano, that I could hardly 
believe it was the fame ; for here below it burfts 
forth with horrid noife, rolling before it huge 
ftones and broken trunks of trees; its colour 
is changed to a muddy white, which it con- 
trads in the bowels of the earth by a jundion 
with melted fnows brought from the mountains, 
or by palling over ftrata of marie and chalk in 
its long' journey of two miles underground. 
The road led us down the valley, which is 
beautifully wooded ; it exhibits many- points of 
rural fcenery that refemble fome pidturefquc 
fpots in our Engliih gardens, where Nature is 
indulged in her native wildnefs, but fubjeft ia 
a certain degree to the control of art and tafte« 

iloBe having blocked up the pafTage, the valley was a^in 
overflowed for maay ages. After various attempts, it waa 
opened out by order of Clement the Eighth in x6o*, ao- 
4er the diredtion of Fontana* 

X The 
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The waters wind charmingly amotig the trees, 
lofe themfelves in thickets to emerge again ih 
open meadows, and turn the wheels of mills 
fituated under lofty rocks and impending groves 
of oak : the vale follows the river to the gulf 
of Pefto through a huge chafm in Monte Al- 
burno, a chain of very high mountains. We 
purfued our journey upon the hills, from which 
I had a view of numberlefs towns and villages 
fcattered over the country ; all of them fituated 
high to be out of the reach of Malaria. Auletta 
was the firft we paflcd near; it is exadly the 
kind of caftle, cupola, and habitation embow- 
ered high in aged groves, that Pouflin and 
Salvator have fo often introduced in the back 
grounds of their pidures. Sicignano is another 
large town in a ftrange fituation ; it Hands on a 
knoll projefting from the fide of Monte Alburno, 
and above it rifes a frightful range of bare per- 
pendicular rocks. 

Wc 
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We travelled fourteen miles upon a clayey 
joad^ as bad as the word in Sicily; a fmall quan^ 
tity of rain that had fallen in the night, had 
rendered it almoft impaffable. I was more fa- 
tigued with this Ihort piece of road than I had 
ever been during the whole preceding journey, 
and the horfes were fcarcely able to carry us 
through. At length thefe clays ended at La 
Ducheffa, a hunting rendezvous belonging to 
the chace of Perfano : it overlooks the Bay 
of Salerno, the forefts that extend along the 
banks of the Silari and the heart of the Apen- 
nines ; I beheld before me the whole plain, the 
temples of P^eftum, and the coaft of Amalfi as 
far as Capri. We defcended through woods 
and croffed the Silari upon a magnificent bridge 
eredted by the king of Spain. This fine river 
was the ancient boundary of Campania, and 
was celebrated for the property of petrifying or 
rather incru fling ligneous fubftances thrown into 
its water* Here the bad roads terminate, none 

can 
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6an be finer than tbofe that go from hehce to 
Salerno. At Evoli^ a large old town on the 
edge of the plain^ I hired ^ toach and took 
poft-horfes to Naples, having codiplcatcd a tour 
by fea and land of nine hundred and fourteen 
computed miles* 



V»u. 1^. It ititi£r4r) 
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Itinerary for Sicily and Calabria. 

From Naples to Palermo -«- 200 computed miles. 

' Favarotta — 44 ■ 

' Alcamo — ' 21 ' 

i — Calatafimi — xo . 

■ ■- Caflelvetrano — 18 ■ 

■ Memfrici *— 15 ' 

■ ■ Sciacca — i* ■ 

■ ■ Rivera — 10 '■ 

■ SicuUana — 15 ■ 
■ Girgenti — \% ■ 

■ Palma — 12 ■ 

■ Licata — 12 ■ 

■ Terranova — 18 ■ 

■ • Calatagerone — 20 ■ 
' Palagonia — 18 ■ 

■' '■ Lentini — 15 ' 

-— Syracufe — 22 " 

■ Augufta — 18 ■ 

— — • Catania — 24 

' Gi^i •— 25 

Niii — 24 

— — Meffina — 18 . . ■■ 

— Tropea — 60 ■ 

» Monteleone — 18 ■ 

— ~— Nicaftro ^- 24 — - 

— — • Cofenza and Paula 68 ■'■ 

■ ■ I Murano -^ 40 ■ 

■ ■ Lago nero — 36 — 
Polla — 33 

■ EvoU — 24 ■■ 

■ ■ ■ ' . 'I Naples — 48 > ■ I 

« '" 

Total 914 
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X? AR LY in the month of May, 1778, I 
JLL^ took my leave of Naples. The road to 
Averfa is through a rich but confined country. 
This town, which has fomething gay and lively 
in its appearance, was built in 1030, by Ra* 
nulph, a leader of the firft Normans that came 
into Italy to fcek their fortunes in the fervice 
of the Italian princes* This chieftain knew by 
experience, that it was impoffible to guard 
Y 2 againft 



324 jourkey re rome. 

againft the treachery of the Lombards, by whom 
his troops were employed in war, but looked 
upon wkh an evil eye in time of peace, unieis 
he obtained a fixed fettlement, whither they 
might retire as to a centre upon every emer- 
gency I he alfoforelaw, that while the Normans 
were obliged to live at random without fome 
property of their own, they could never become 
fufiiciently powerful to form an eftabliihment in 
Italy, which was the objed): he kept conilantly 
in view. He therefore chofe a fpot near the 
ruins ^ of Atella, at the junction of two high- 
ways, that gave him a communication with 
every part of the country, and built <! fmall for- 
trefs^ which from its being oppofed (o Capua, 
and from hi^ averfion to Pandulph, prince of 
that city, he called Averfa. Thus did a new 
iwarm from the northern hive gain a footing in 

* Averfa was not built upon the ruins of Atelia, aa aa« 
cient city of the Ofcans ; its ruins are to be feen two sniks 
to the fouth at a place called S* Arpino di Atelia. 

Italy, 
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Italy^ fod^added one more to the number o£ 
Ultramontane invaders that had fubdued dif- 
ferent parts of this temptbg region. 

Averia was burnt to the ground by kii^ 
Roger^ and many years after^ it underwent a' 
flmilar fate by order of Charles of Anjou. It^^ 
Mcient palace^ on die foundation .of which ^ 
oonvent has fince been ered^ed^ was frequently 
tjie reCdence of the fovereign, before the mur« 
der of Andfiew of Hungary, huiband to Joan 
the Firft. The imbecillity of this prince Jnd 
fbfiered his Hungarian . attendants) pbrticuUHy 
^ brutal monk called Friar Robert, to uf%»p an 
abfolute dominion over his mind^ and arrogate 
to themfelves defpotic authority in all aifaiFS of 
ftate, to the exclufion of the princes of th^ 
blood-royal, and the great barons of the realm ft 
this condudt: bred difcontents, and led tq a 
confpiracy fornicd in 1345, againft his perfon; 
his fate was hafened by the dread the confpira-r 
tors were in from his approaching coronation, 
a ceremony that would confoUdate his power 

Y 3 and 
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and endanger the* lives of all thofe that oppofed 
the meafures of his favourites ; therefore, on 
the 8th lof ^September, while he was at Averfa 
with the whole courts the aflalHns contrived to 
have him called out into an open gallery under, 
pretence of a very preffing meffage from Friar 
Robert, and there they threw a rope round his 
neck, (Irangled him, and afterwards cafl his 
body into the ftreet* His brother Lewis, king 
of Hungary, . took ample revenge of this mur- 
der; but it remains a difputed point among hif- 
torians, wh.ether his wife was or was not privy 
to the tranfafition ; the moft moderate think her 
guilty of a connivance at leaft, for which fome 
have apologized by alledging her youth j but 
this excufe rather aggravates than leffens her 
crime ; for although the heart of a perfon fur- 
ther flricken in years may be fuppofed from 
long habits of vice and intercburfc with wicked 
men to have contradked great obduracy, that of 
a young woman of eighteen ought to glow with 
the tender feelings natural to her fex, and 

fliudder 
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ihudder at the ihedding of any bloody much 
more that of an human creature^ that of her 
hufband. 

The clofe , mode of cultivation and the plan- 
tations of vine-bearing elms continue from Na- 
ples to a mile beyond Averfa ; there ,an open 
marihy country begins^ in which I faw innu- 
merable herds of buffalos grazing. The moun- 
tains are feen diftindily on ail iides^ and have a 
beautiful effeft, inclcffing the plains. 

At fome diftance from Averfa I turned to the 
right to view the remains of the ancient city of 
Capua ; it was fituated in the heart of the plain, 
two miles and a half from Modern Capua^ and 
the river Voltorno, A double arcade, fuppofed 
to be a gate, was the firft piece of antiquity I 
obferved ; it is in a lighter tafte than moft an- 
cient arches deftined for fuch purpofes, being 
higher in proportion to its breadth. 
- The amphitheatre, though much defaced by 
the lofs of its marble, offers many crnainci vs 
peculiar to itfeif j it is confiderably fmaller rhan 
Y 4 die 
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the Flavian atiipkitlieacre at Rome^ but wordif 
of the firft among the fecond cities of th6 ^n- 
pire : the monuments dill to be feen on thtt fpot 
are certainly of a date long pofterior to Capuan 
independence^ and even to that of Roman ti^ 
bepty# The lower order of the amphitheatre is 
Tufcan, the fecond Dorick; what the upper 
onfcs were cannot be afcertaiiied : on the key- 
ftone of each arcade was the bud of a deitj 
of a colofial fize and coarfe executioa, mue:fc 
too matHve for the reft of the work — Indeed it 
IS the fauk of this building to be cl|j»mfy ik 
its architefture ; httt perhaps we judge unfairly 
upon the view only of its prefeirt ftate ; when it 
was perfe(fi in its height and forms, thefo de* 
fefts may have vanifliecl, or, at leaft, hate bceA 
converted into an appearance of ftrength and 
k majefty charafterrftic of fuch a puMk edffice 5 
it had four entrances, and was built of brick^ 
faced with (lone, or marble ; the littfe Vsdue fet 
upon brick has pr^erved it, whfle the. otiwr 
tpaterials have been torn dowiPto raf nd roads 
I and 
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and build cottages. Santa Maria*di Capua^ and 
San Pictro del Corpo, two fmall villages, now 
occupy part of the fpacious inclofure of the city, 
which was the centre from whence the Vim 
Appia, Latina, Domitia, and others^ branched 
off towards different provinces of Italy. Along 
the edges of thefe roads the ancients buried 
their dead in magnificent maufoleai a few of 
which yet Handing point out the direAion^ of 
the highways. The Conocchia, a- vulgar name 
given to one of thefe monuments from a fup^ 
pofed refemblance with a diftaff, is the band^ 
fomeft^ and. coniifts of a cupola^ furrounded 
wkh Colurnns placed upon a fquare tower. 

(>pua was a fettlement of the Ofci known 
before the foundation of Rome ; as the amazing 
fertility of the land and a lucrative commerce 
poured immenfe wealth upon its inhabitants, it 
became one of the moft extenfive and magnifi* 
xent cities in the world. With riches exceiSve 
luxury crept in, and the Capuans grew infolent ; 
but by their effeminacy they foon teft the power 

of 
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of repelling thofe neighbouring nations which 
their infolence had exafperatcd : for this reafon 
Capua was continually expofed to the neceffity 
of calling-in foreign aid, and endangering its 
fafety by the uncommon temptations it ojaTered 
to needy auxiliaries. The Roman foldiers fent 
to defend Capua were on the point of making 
it their prey, and often the voice of the Roman 
people was loud for a removal from the barren 
unwholefome banks of the Tiber to the gardcA 
of Italy, near thofe of the Voltorno. Through 
well-founded jealoufy of the ambition of Rome, 
or as Livy and other partial writers term it, 
natural incbnftancy, the Capuans warmly cf- 
poufed the quarrel of Carthage : Hannibal made 
Capua his winter-quarters after the campaign 
of Cannae ; and there, if we are to believe hif- 
torians, his rough and hitherto invincible foN 
diers were mctamorphofed by pleafure and in- 
dolence into foft minions, never after fit to 
cope with the Romans in the field. I cannot 
prefume to deny what is fo pofitively aflTerted 

by 
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*by authors of eminence, but I think it extra- 
ordinary that with fuch feeble means, and at the 
kead of fuch enervated troops, Hannibal fhould 
fo manage as to continue the war during thir- 
teen years after that unfortunate winter. That 
thefe Epicureans ihould during that time face: 
the beft legions of Rome in many bloody and. 
well-difputed conflids; that after ill fuccefs 
their general ftiould ftill be able to bring them 
on to frelh engagements, and prevent them from 
finking under fuch a feries of hardihips and 
wants; that he Ihould defeat with thefe men 
feveral Roman armies, befiege and take towns^ 
and even dare to prefent himfelf at the head of 
fo degenerate a crew before the gates of Rome^ 
gives me great reafon to doubt of the pernicious 
efTeds of this Capuan winter* There is much 
rhetorical mifreprcfentation and hyperbole in 
the accounts given us by Roman hiftorians, and 
indeed I fufpedt their whole hiftory, from a dearth 
of records and chronicles, to be ftrangely inter- 
woven with fidion. 

3 When 
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When througk a failure of fuppfies frooi €ar«- 
thaga BannjJial was under a ceceffity of remain* 
ijng in Brutium, and leaving the Capuans tode« 
fbnd tfaen»felvit»5 thU ctty^ which had beeniong^ 
i)ivefted> was fiirrendered at difcredcm to the 
eonfute Ap^us Claudius and Q^ Fulvius Flac- 
cms* The fenators were put to death, theno^* 
bkfif impt ifoned for life, and all the cttizensibld 
and <lifp6ried« Vibius, the chief of Hannibai'ii 
friends, avoided this ignominious fate^ aai* 
efcaped from the cruel vengeance of the Roooanii 
by a voluntary death. When the mob h^fled 
wp<m the gates being thrown open to the enemy, 
Vibius afiembled his fleady affociates, and ike 
down with then% ta a fuperb banquet; aftec 
which, each of the guefis fwaltowed a poifonous 
draught, , and expired in full poflefiSon of theip 
freedom. The buildings were fpared by the 
vidor, and Capua was left to be merely a bar* 
bout for the hufbandn^en of the plain, a ware* 
houfe for goods, and a grannry for corn ; but 
fo advantageous a fituation could not long bf 

peglcdlcd ; 
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HCgle&cd ; colonies were fent to inkabic it, and 
ID procefs of time, it regained a degree of im« 
portance^ 

Genfer ic the Vandal was more cruel than the 
Roman conquerors had been^ for he maflacred 
the mhabkants, and burnt the town to thd 
ground. Narfes rebuilt it^ but in 841 it was 
totally defiroyed by an army of Saracens^ and 
the idhabitants driven into the mountains. Some 
time after the retreat of thefe favage invaders, 
the Lombards ventured down again into the 
plain, but not deeming their force adequate to 
the defence of io large a circuit as the old city, 
they built themfelves a fmailer one on the river, 
and trailed It Capua— They chofe the fite of 
Cafilinum, factious in the fecond Punic War for 
the refiflanice made by its garrifcm againft Han* 
nibal. Since the foundation of the new city old 
dpua has renfiained in ruins. 

I9 H$6 Laiidulph formed ber^ an independent 
earldom difmembered from -the duchy of Bene"- 
yemo, and in the courfe of a few generations 

Capua 
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Capua acquired the title of a principality. In 
the I ith century the Normans of Averfa ex- 
' pelled the Lombard race of princes, and Ri- 
chard their chief became prince of Capua ; the 
grandfon of Tancrcd of Hauteville drove out 
the defcendants of Richard, and united this 
Hate to the reft of his pofleffions. 

Capua is at prefent a neat little city fortified 
according to the rules of modern art, and may 
be confidered as the key of the kingdom ; though 
far removed from the frontier, it is the only 
fortification that really covers the approach to 
Naples: The Voltorno, a deep muddy river 
with high banks, may afford a good barrier 
againft the defultory attacks of light troops, 
and the forerunners of an army, and thereby 
give leifure to the Neapolitans to prepare for 
refiftance in the field ; but unlefs a firong force 
be ready to defend the country, the river will 
be; of little avail, as it cannot long fiop the pro- 
grefs of a determined foe. 

The 
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The ftreets are more open and airy than is 
ufual in the towns of this kingdpm^ and the 
buildings better. Many of them are conftruded 
With materials brought from the ancient city. 
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nr^ H E plain that reaches from the bridge 
- -*- of Capua to the foot of the Falernian hills, 
is, if poffible, richer than that which lies fouth 
of the river ; I never faw any land that can be 
compared to it for beauty and luxuriance of pro- 
duftions. The poft-houfe of Sparanefi ftands 
in the centre of a moft delightful fcene ; thick 
waving crops of corn cover all the flat, except 
where fome fpreacjing fingle trees (hade fmall 
patches of pafture; the fea appears over the 
<:orn, and on every other fide a border of moun- 
tains at different degrees of diftance encircles the 
pidure. 

Various 
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Various are the encomiums laviihed in all 
ages on this happy traft of cultivation by every 
author that has had occafion to mention if 
The repeated crops which it produced in the 
courie of each year^ without being exhauftcd ; 
the fruit, with which its orchards were loaded, 
fuperior in flavour to all others ; the wine that 
flowed from the vineyards of the furrounding 
hills; and the exquifite perfumes and ointments, 
capital appendages of ancient luxury, extraded 
from its innumerable beds of fragrant flowers ; 
ivere fubje£ts on which hiftorians and poets eic- 
patiated with full delight : whole flreets in 
Capua were devoted to the trade of perfumery, 
and the Capuans had the exclufive privilege of 
making perfumed buikins for the empercurs. 

On leaving this plain, I entered a moun^ 
tainous country, over which Hannibal made hia 
efcape from Fabius, who hoped in vain to io- 
clofe this fubtle antagoniil with'^n bis toil^ 
Hannibal fent in the night ioaie light tifoop^ 19 
the mountain, with a number of oxen hawing 

lighted 
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UghWd faggofs titd to' tbeii* h(km ; the R6man^ 
thought the Catthaginian army \S^as movitrg 6l? 
t&At v^ay, whil6 Hahnibaf wheeled t<y fh6 righf^ 
iAd paflfcd into' th6 vale of Teafno' without ofr- 
pofition. 

The Falernian and Maffican hflTs, fo renowned 
for their wines, w'eife a part of the ridge that 
ffrdtchtes weffiWard to the fea, where the city 6i 
Sinueffa fl:o6d, below the prefent town of Mon- 
dragone : the Appian way pafRd throu^ it to 
Capua. It is remarkable that the roJidS in ufc 
among the modefrrisf run generally fat intd the 
riioiintamous part of thti country, and tliat the 
<*orrefponding ancient ways werri carried as much? 
as polfible in the low grounds, or near the fea. 
THis mull be attributed to the defolatc ftate of 
thfe coaft for fo many centuries, while it was 
cxpofed to the ravages of various piratical na- 
tions, and while the timorous inhabitants fought 
for fafety among the faftneffesof their* moft in- 
acceflS>le mountains. The Falernian hills' are 
compofed of alhes and other volcariical fub- 
VoL.IV. . Z fiances J 
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itances ; I faw feveral quarries of lava open* 
The fides and fummits of this chain are plea* 
fantly wooded, except near the extremity to* 
wards the fea, where they are quite black and 
bare. 

I flept at St. Agatha, an inn delightfully 
fituated among the hills in the midA of gar* 
dens : its environs refemble the beautiful parts 
of England more than the reft of Italy. 

Next morning I walked acrofs a deep valley 
about a mile to SefTa, a large city on a preci- 
pitate eminence ; it chiefly confifts of one long, 
well-paved flreet, on a rapid declivity ; the 
churches are built in a bad tafte, and their 
interior decorations correfpond with it. Roman 
altars and monumental flones are built up in the 
walls of feveral houfes. 1 copied an infcriptioa 
Vpon an altar vowed by the people of Minturnae 
and SuefTa to Matidia, the niece of Trajan. The 
appearance of this town is uncommonly grand 
from a diftance, and the views it commands 
beautiful and extenfive. 

2 Sefla 
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^ Seifa was furnamed Aurunca, to diftinguifh 
it from SuefTa Pometia^ a town near the Pomp* 
tine marihcs. Lucilius the fatyrift was bom 
here 147 years before the Chriftian sra ; fbme 
fragments of his works have reached us. 

The women hereabouts divide their hair in 
the middle of their forehead^ plait it, and carry 
it back over their ears to join the locks behind, 
and form a round mat or coil. They, all wear 
yellow fiockings. 

From St. Agatha I defcended into a fpacious 
plain^ open to the fea^ and cloathed with rich 
crops of corn 5 the ' few uncultivated fpots were 
over*grown with cifius in full flower and fra« 

* When Charles of Anjou diftributed the forfeited 
efiates of the adverfe party among his own friends, the 
family of Balzo or Baux obtained a grant of this fee. la 
the time of Joan the Firft it was confifcated, and fold to 
the Marfaniy who in their turn were attainted and defpoiled 
by Ferdinand the Firfl. It then came into the pofTeflion of 
the great captain Gonial vode Cordorai and was tranfmitted 
to his pofterit)r« 

Z 2 grance« 
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.gra^cc. TheGarigliaap/^ ftpwiag fikntlyout 
of the naouataiixs^ trav^rfi^s xh^ vak in a d^ep 
.ivmdiag.bed> and emptier itf^lf iato ^^ fe^ a 
Jitile bdaw iho rums of Miutiuna?, yfh\ch, mis^ 
an awful appearance aU>ng Us b^iilfts* TK^y 
coiuGft of parts of an amphukie^if ? ^ ai>4 9f & 
theatre fliU more evidently nxarked^ w Q^^goi^ 
JiaUj numherkis vaults aod arches, and-aip aqu^ 
dud^ croffing the high road, and aki^ ireachr 
ing the hills from which it formerly brou^t 
.water to the town ; the modern burgh of Tra- 
jetta crowns the eminence abovo its ei}f:trqmiiy> 
in a beautiful ilyle of laaadfcape^ which isi ooly 
'U> be fcea in Italy, and in pidtuKa paiist^d bom 
ideas acquired there. The marfhes below thefe 
ruins will never be forgotten, as long as the 

* Anc, Liris. 
— r-r Quied 



Aqua taciturnus amnis* IJo^* 

Nulio routabilis irobri 

Feritringit tacitas gemmanti gurgite fipSiM* Sihivs. 

... events 
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in thefm Cdiud MariUs concealed himfelf, ithenr 
ht fled b^fdre the prevailing faftion of Sylla. 
Mihturnae was H defolate place earty in the fe- 
vcnth century^ probably abandoned on acfcount 
ef the malignity of the vapours thsit Hfe from 
the adjactnt fefis. This did riot deter the Sa- 
tacens from fettling there, when they tvanted 
a fafe ntitttt^ where they might depofit the 
bddty they had coileftfed in theit eipeditioni, 
and tsfke breath after their toils arid warfare : 
they fortified themfeKres ftrongly near this ruined 
city, atid for feveral years maintained the poff 
in defiance 6f all the armies that could be 
brought againft them. It was not till the year 
$i6 that the United force of all the neighbour- 
ing potentates prevailed over thcin, and delivered 
this country from the ravages of ihefe mercilefs' 
unbelievers. 

The banks of the Garigliano have been the 

fcenc of many bloody encounters. In the wars 

of the fixteenfh century the French and Spa- 

Z 3 niards 
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niards often difputed its paflage with mutual 
flaughter. There is at prefent no bridge acrofs^ 
but only a ferry at a large tower; a little higher 
up are fome remains of a bridge, but it is not 
known when it was built^ or when deftroyed. 

From the plain of the Garigliano the road 
pafles over the extremity of the mountains into 
another plain of lefs extent, which lies along 
the Ihore of the bay of Gaeta. That city ap- 
pears full in front upon a peninfula ; and above 
it (lands the tomb of Munatius Plancus, which 
is a confpipuous objcft from every fide. The 
vale is narrow^ being confined by high moun* 
tains of calcareous rock. I faw no traces oif vol- 
canical operations during the remainder of my 
journey through the Neapolitan territory. At 
the foot of the elevated ifthmus that conneds 
the Gaetan promontory with the Apennines, I 
flopped at Mola, a fmall town on the fhore, near 
the fite of the ancient Formise ; this is the poft 
where the baggage of all perfons travelling to 
oc from Naples is examined by the cuftom*- 

houfc 
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houfe. officers. The quay before the inn Is one 
of the mod delightful fituations imaginable, for 
•it is iheltered from every rude blaft and boifte- 
jrous commotion of the elements by towering 
mountains that .encircle the eaftern fide of the 
bay, and fupply it with dreams of excellent 
water ; the bay expands in front, with the city 
iof Gaeta rifing oyt of its bQfom ; orange-groves 
hang over the water, and perfume all the 
environs. I croffed the bay in an hour, 
and, upon landing at Gaeta, was condu&ed to 
the king's lieutenant, who gave me leave to 
walk about the fortifications. Having procured 
ft guide, I furveyed the whole promontory, 
notwithftanding a fcorching fun, and an oppref* 
five fcirocco that began to blow foon after I fet 
out. The batteries are numerous, all direfted 
towards the continent, for the rocks are fo lofty 
and perpendicular towards the fea, that no 
danger is apprehended on that fide. At the ex* 
tremity of the line of works, which extend a 
cpnfiderable way out of the gates, is the ghyrcli 
Z 4 of 
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of La Trinita^ built ibove theMontagna fpaccata. 
Jhis is 9 crack in the rocky cliffy made» as the 
Gaetan$ believe^ by an earthquake at the time 
of our Saviour's death : a chapel is ere£ted in 
%}\p cha^^ urider which the fea beats into a 
huge caveira. I meafured back ipy fteps %wo 
jfni\t^ to the cathedral^ which is dedicated to 
St. Erafmus : Frederic of Swabia adorned it with 
a fteeple ren^atkably ilcnder and lofty : its infidc 
is fMpppfted by a variety of antique columns; 
the baptifm^l font is a vafe taken from the ruins 
of foipe ancient Formian villa : the workman- 
ship is Greek, reprefenting Mercury bringing 
the infant Bacchus to a nymph, while the Goryr 
baintes are dancing round her : the figures are 
pf the good times of fculpturc. 
- * The. city of Gaeta is in general well bulk, 
though upon uneven ground ; the fortifications 
are e^^tenfive and complicated, but whether 

* Gaeta is faid to be fo called from the name of the 
nurfc of iEneas ; a lefs fabulous etymology deduces it from 
Gaitc, an ancient Samnite word llgnifying a curve or bay. 

I . they 
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they render it a place of great ftrength in the 
prcfent improved ftate of military architefture 
or not, is a point I muft leave to profeflbrs in 
the fcience to decide. As the enemy has ufually 
penetrated into the kingdom, without paffing 
near Gaeta, its importance as a barrier town is 
greatly diminiflied, though it would be danger- 
ous for an army, in cafe of a repulfe, to find 
fuch a fortrefs in the way of its retreat, efpecially 
as the pafTes of Mola are narrow. Gaeta has 
always been confidered as a flrong place ; it en- 
joyed independence for a long feries of years, 
under the protection either of the Greek emperor 
or the pope, being governed by dukes nearly in 
the fame manner as Naples and Amalfi were. 
The forces of this little republick were very fer- 
viceabie to pope Leo the Fourth in his wars 
with the Saracens. It often changed mafters in 
the fubfequent ages, and feveral times was ex- 
pofed to the horrors of war. James king of 
Sicily was encamped before its walls, when he 
was fo fuddenly furrounded by the army of 

' Charles 
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Charles the Second, king* of Naples, that he 
muft inevitably have been deftroyed or cap- 
tured, had not Charles weakly or humanely 
condefcended to conclude a. treaty of general 
pacification. The houfe of Durazzo took re- 
fuge in Gaeta, and made it the head-quarters of 
their party, during the turbulent minority of 
Ladiilaus, and here that adive and fortunate 
prince was crowned, and from hence he fallied 
forth to attack and drive his adverfaries out of 
the kingdom. 

The body of the conftable of Bourbon, who 
was flain as he was ftorming the walls of Rome, 
was brought hither, and for above two hundred 
years (hewn to all paffengers in a glafs cafe ; 
but in the prefent reign his bones, which had 
been kept fo long above ground upon account 
of his dying excommunicated, were ordered to 
be depofited in the earth, for it was indecent 
that the remains of a prince of the houfe of 
Bourbon fliould be thus expofed as a fpe&acle 
of idle' curiofity in a kingdom that is governed 
by a fovereign of the fame royal race. 

SEC 
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SECTION LXIX. 

IN my return to Mola, I vifited many ruin 
of ancient villas^ tombs, and gardens^ dif- 
perfed over the delightful iilhmus that joins 
Gaietato the main land. The abbe Chaupy 
with great ingenuity has proved by infcriptions 
and other forcible argumep ts, that the remain$ 
of terraces^ baths^ refervoirs, and rooms, which 
iurround the Villa Marfana at Caftiglione, be- 
longed to the Formianum of Cicero, near which, 
in a clofe walk, this admirable orator was over- 
taken by the fatellites of Anthony, and mur» 
dered as he was making his efcape to the fea» 

* The death of this great man has covered 
the memory of Anthony with more odium than 

all 

* Ca Popilius Lxnas^ who headed the aflailins, is faid 
to have folicited the employment as a fingiilar favour at 

the 
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all his other violences and profcriptions have 
done ; but I think pofterity has been too much 
feduced by the name of Cicero, and that better, 
citizens were facrified to the jeatloufy of the tri- 
umvirs, without exciting fo mudll indignation. 

If 

thebandsof Mark Anthony; though , if w« may credit 
Flatarchji Tully, by his eloquence, had &ved kioi horn 
condemnation in a trial for parricide. 

Seneca indeed afRrms that it was only a civil procefs* 
In thofe bloody and corrupt days, very flight and mean 
fhofrvcs vrould, iro dbiAt, prove fufficient incitements to 
the perpetration of any horrid a6^ of barbarrty, and ambf* 
titms inei would not hefxtate long, if urged on by hopes of 
favour or advancement : But methinks i ^ifeover anotbeir 
caufe for the conduct of Popilius, and that is, perfonal in- 
jury. It dated probably from the time of Cicero's fccond 
marriage. 

The Orator, oterwhelmed with an immenfe load of debt, 
married his ward Popilia, a wealthy, heirefs and with her 
riches fatisfied his clamorous creditors. To effect this, he 
repudiated Terentia, the mother of his beloved childrea 
and the fleady partner of his evil fortunes. His firft divorce 
was fpcedily followed by that of Popilia- upon the moft 

frivolous 
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•Jf w^ tako an ii^^^rtisJ fuivey of Cicefo*$ coo- 

duft ^d jyioicipks avawti4 b Itis owaepiftakrj 
<?ocrefpQndcQqe» and tiaoe hm through all the 
)abyri«tbs of bis cooitra^i^ory' letters^ yge UttA 

frivolous pretences. She was driven from Im couch hc- 
caufc file was not fufficicntly afFe6ted with the death of hi» 
^ughter- ThIH*. Now it aj^ears to me higfcly probable 
thftt! F0piliu6 was ker rebatioa and perhaps* kijwed itr hit 
.%tuc» bf Ciam*8 carryii^g awaif tbe weakfa, of the f». 
Daily; he mayalfohaye beeoi|;ritatedb3r the igoomiiiy cf 
the divorce and by the difficulties he found in coippeUinj 
TuUy to reftind. Thefe reafons were fufficient to fill hi* 
bread with rancours againft the enemy of his* houfc, and 
©Wkeaate th^ fesfe of thofe fervices vfhkh. had formerly 
l^ai^^ndoredhainbyCiccEofsora^ry aa4 influewae. It 
may be objei^ed that the fecond wife is named Publilia^ 
not Popilia, in the letters to Atticus ; but on the other hand 
(Qijintilian calls hetPopilia, and the family ofPopilia, not 
Publilia, occurs among the Confular or family m^a]i&^ I 
thercforie hpvc no. difficulty in believing that the PubliUuiji 
fo often meptipned by Cicero as a man with whom he wa» 
engaged in a litigation about monej:, was the iudentjcal 
tribune C. Popilius Lxnas who cut off his iksaidi, ai;, lea& 
there is a fair field for conjefture- 

find 
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find more to blame than to adfliire^ and difcover 
that the defire of advancing his fortunes^ and 
making himfelf a name^ were, from his outfet in 
lifCj the only objefts he had in view : the good 
of his country, and the didates of fiern, fleady 
virtue were not, as in Brutus and Cato, the 
confiant fprings of his a&ions ; the misfortunes 
that befel him after his confulihip. developed 
his charader, and ihewed him in his true co- 
lours: from that time to his death, pufiUtini- 
mity, irrefolution, and unworthy repining tainted 
his judgement, and perplexed every ftep he 
wilhed to take. He flattered PQmpey *, and 
cringed to Csefar^, while in his private letters 

he 

♦ — — tibi multd major! quam Africanus fuit, me non 
multo minorem quam Lxlium.— — Ad famtl. lib. 5. 7* 
Pompeioyproquoemori quum piepolTum turn lubenter.^ 

Ad Att. 7* £3. et aliib, 

f Omnia mea findia in ifhun unum (Ca/arem) conferani. 

Ego vero ardenti quidem ftudio, ac fortalTe efficiam, quod 

&pe viatoribus quum properant, evenlt; ut, il ferius* 

quilai 
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ht abufed them both alternately*. He ac- 
knowledges in a letter to his friend, the time- 
ferving Atticus, that, although he was at pre- 
fent determined t# fupport the caufe of Rome 
and liberty, and to bear misfortune like a phi- 
lofopher, there was one thing which would gain 
him over to the triumvirs, and that was, their 

qu^m voluerint forte farrexer ant, properanto ctiam citis, 
qnam il de multa no6kc vigilafTenti perveniaat quo velint. 

Sic ego. Ad Quint, frat. lib. 2. i^. 

Jam amplitudinem gloriamque tuam magno mihi orna- 
mento fore, exiftimo quddme levas cura.-«-*£x] fragm. 
ad C. Csfarem. 



* 



In perditis impiifquc confiliis, quibus Ciefar-ufus crat, 
nuUo potuit efle fclicitas. — -Ex Marcel. Fragm. 

Quanto in odio noftcr amicus Magnus, cujus cognomen 

una cum Craffi Divitis cognomine confenefcit. Ad Att. 

2. 13. 

Nos, ut oftendit (Pompeius) admodum diligit, ampleai- 
tur, amat, apertc laudat, occulte, fed ita ut perfpicuum 
fit, invidet : Nihil come, nihil fimplex, nihil Ix rorj 9eX*V 
«©rs honeflum, nihil illuflre, nihil forte, nihil liberum.— 

Ad Att. I. I}, 
^procuring 
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procuring for bun th^ vacant augiarihtp ^ j fo 
{Mtiful was the bribe tf<> which he woirid have 
facrifk;ed his h4>i\ouiP^ bt^^opinri^tiy aad thy ccKn^ 
tooawea^h ; by his waverings imprudent coii* 
dud, be coatriboted greatly tewai;ds Its^dcftrue- 
tioD -f. After repraachiag the ccmfpiralors for 
leaving hini out of the fecret^, acvd loading th€tH 
with the moft flattering compliments on their 
delivering Rome from* Caefar'^s tytanny, he calls 
Cafca an aflaflin, to pay his court to the boy 
Odavius, by whom he was compleatly duped J. 

His 

* Cuinam auguratus deferatur ; quo quid^m uno ego 
ab iftis capi polTum, Vide levitatem meam.— Ad Att. 2. s* 

f Adhuc ulta fuas (reipuhUca) injurias eft per vos inter- 
ritu tyranni.— — Ad famil. lib. 12. i. 

*— — ^pcriculum non extimefco jDod6 vcftii fadi gloriam 
cum mea laude communicet.— ib. 12. 2. 

Vcftripulcherrimi fadi me principem dicit fuiflc. Uti« 
nam quidem fuiffem. 

Vellem idibus Martiis me ad canam invitaiTes: reli- 
quiarum nihil fuilTet* 

*" } Pueri- liccntiam potius elTe irritam quam rcpreffam 2 
Cicerone, tantum eum tribuere huic indulgentiae ut fe 

malcdiaii 
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m 
His prmfcs of thi$ (riumvir are in the higheft 

ftrain ofpancgyric ^ ; . IVLark Anthoay .well kaew 

.tb?it the J virulent; at>ufe, which Cicero was -cottr 

tinuajly pouring out againfl him^ was pot an 

eflfufion of patriptic zeal or virtuous indjgnatiqn, 

but merely, the ebulUtK>ns of perfonal hatred. 

He therefore caufed Cicero to be kil^ledj, .as. an 

angry man that .has been ftung ftamp^ oma 

venomous a^inud that comes within reach of 

his foot* The cloak: he threw over, the body of 

Brutus^ and the fpeech he pronounced at the 

fight of that hero wh?n dcad,^difFcr widely from 

the treatment he gave the reqiains of Cicero, 

and ihew that he made a diftindion between a 

Roman, who oppofed him froni political motives^ 

and one whofe enmity arofe from private pique. 

maledidtis non abilineat^ iis quidem qux ia ipfum duplicU 
ter recidunt : quod et plures occidit uno, feque prii^i 
fateatur iictrium quam objiciat Caf^e q)ied d^jicit.— Bru- 
tus ad Atticum* ; 

* Neminexn tibi profcdo hominem ex omnibus aut ante* 
pofuiflem unquam put etiam conQparaireni.*«i<-*-Ad Cx§k^ 
Jun* fragm^ 

Vol. IV. A a The 
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The roadfrom'^CaftigHDne, 'a Ikfge iStfnddic- 
tine convciir. Is lined with fragments of ancietlt 
edifices. One is particularly confpicuoas nestr 
tte bridge of Itri. The &ft ftdry is fqtiare, 
'u|)Qn which rifes^ round tower, crowned by n 
•fquare turret full of holes like a dovecote* 
^Ch^upy corftends, with much' apparent reafon^ 
'that it 'was ereAfed on thie fpot where Cicero 
Was kiiled ; it ahfwers in point Of fituation to 
i3ie defcriptlons given us by Plutarch and others 
OT die^iace where the srflaffins, who had t^ken 
^antaitr'Vbaid tb'the fti'ore, Kid themfel^es, and 
' intercepted ¥He litter, which ^for greater fecurity 
^had been brou^t through dark and fecret 
Walks'*. An infcrijition fixed in the Wall ofa 
ruin at^a fiHairdlftanct Is fuppofed by the feme 

**l3:^GlSVlTm QCL PHILOMVS^'S 
-••"■ '" ' 'MAJOR 

' •'- ■ OlfeK^nPlvi (l^ Ffl JLpMVS 'M ^ 
M VITRVVIVS M L DEMETRIV& 

fET VltRVVlA 

'ft — CHRESJE M.>ViTRVVIVSMI^ 
TEMA* 

r.l; i /. ' curious 



curious obferver to have been placed by the 
freedmen of Marcus and Quintus Cicero, an 
order to perpetuate their attachment to their 
murdered lords. Althoujgh the name of Tulliiis 
does not occur in the infcription, the circum- 
di:ance of the freedmen bearing the prasnomiiu 
of their refpe^ve mafters affords a ilrong pre- 
fumption in favour of the hypothcfis* We know 
4ibat Marcus Cicero had a freedman of the name 
of Demetrius*. 

I now entered a mountainous region^ where 
i found the fcarcity of water truly alarming ; 
the early heats had dried up the welts andditches, 
and barely left enough for the abfolute wants 
of the inhabitants. They were obliged to drive 
their cattle many miles to water^ and in one 
j)lace I faw a drove of horfes waiting to ^be led 
down into an ancient vault, in the bofom of the 
hill. I could not procure a drop of water that 
was drinkable. 

* Littcrae quas dedcras Demctrio libcrto,— ^Ad Att. 
14* i^. 
Dcmetrium rcdde noflnim.*— Ad Fam. 16. ig^ 

A a 2 Having 
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Having paffed the fteep mdUntains of Itri, I 
defcended intd the plain of Fondi, which would 
be a terreftrial paradife, were it blefied with a 
purer air ; but near the fliore a large lake with 
woody banks exhales pernicious vapours, and 
fome torrents that interfeft and overflow the 
plain^ contribute to render the air too moift for 
fo hot a climate. .A femicircle of mountains 
embraces this vale^ and prevents in fome de- 
gree its having a fufEcient ventilation to clear 
its atmofphere. 

Fondi is fituated in a gay open expofure, at 
the foot of thd mountain, and is a perfeft fquarc, 
divided by two flreets at right angles. Thofe 
that run from eaft to weft, being no conftant 
thoroughfare, have ftill their antique pavement 
entire, refembling that part of the Appian way 
,which exifts in a pcrfedt ftate near Terracina. 
In the Neapolitan territory it was all taken up, 
or covered, when the road from the frontier to 
Naples was repaired previous to the paflfage of 
the prefent queen. Before that time it was one 
I 6f 
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of the worfi in the world^ and no traveller could 
flatter himfelf with a poffibility of reaching 
Naples, without being overturned once at leaft ; 
the ftones of the Appian way being moved from 
their places, and half buried at random in a 
deep yifcous clay, made almoft every flep a 
flough. At prefent no capital in Europe has a 
fairer approach to it than Naples. 

The walls of Fondi deferve the attention of 
the curious, who wiih to be made acquainted 
with the fiyle of building ufed by the Tyfcans 
and other nations that preceded the Romans in 
the pofTelfion of this country *. They are built 
near the bottom with large pentagonal or other 
polygonal flags of lava, and form a furface 
exadly fimilar to the appearance the Via Appia -f* 

* At Cori near Vclletri are very magnificent remains of 
iimilar walls : this place merits the attention* of travellers ; 
Piraneii publiflied fome^ engravings of thefe ruins. 

t I have often thought it probable that the paving flones 

of the Romans were portions fawed off columns of bafaltes, 

fuch as compofe the banks of the lake of Bolfena, the 

Giants Caufeway in Ireland, and the clift of Staffa in the 

wefiera iiles of Scotland. 

A a 3 would 
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would make were it raifed up in a perpendicu* 
lar pofition. Above this folid foundation^ which 
muft be of very high antiquity, the wall it con- 
fhruded with fmaller ftones^ irregularly placed, 
a» their various fizes and fllapes direded, after 
the manner called by Vitruvius incerUm ; this 
part belongs to a later period : above all, the 
Romans added regular courfcs of equal floncs, 

The eaftiern gate is entirely of their workman- 

» 

ihip; oyer it is an infcription denoting tliat; 
Numiftorius and Kuntius had the fuperinten- 
dency of the gates and ftrcets, and had given 
the fenate a proper account of their condud. 

Fondi, an old city of thie Ofci, maintained 9 
refpedable rank among the municipia under 
the Roman government, and was afterwards ^ 
colony. In 1222 it was b\irnt bjr thelmperia- 
lifts for fiding >yith the pope, in obedience to 
the commands of its earl ; this lord was of the 
houfe of Aquila, fhe heirefs of which afterwards 
married Jordan Gaetano, nephew to pope Bo- 
niface the Eighth, 

A council 
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A council was held here in 1382 by the ene- 
mies of Urban the Sixth, and the cardinal of 
Geneva was invefted with the tiara by the name 
of Clement the Seventh. In 1534 two thoufand 
Turks landed fecretly out of Barbaroffa's fleet, 
and under the condud^ of fbme renegadoes from 
this country furprifedFondi in the dead of night. 
Their projedl was to feize Donna Julia, wife of 
Vefpaiian Colonna, the moft b^stutiful woman 
in Italy, and to convey her to the Grand Sig* 
nor's feragUo) but Ibe had juft time to get on 
horfcback in her ihift, and % to the moun- 
tains before the corfairs reaclved her apartments. 
The tK>wn was lacked, nunq^bers of its inhabi- 
tants carried into flavery, a^d the Barbarians 
returned umjgioleftcd to thi?ir flilps, having beea 
abfent only four hours from the fleet. 

3^foce I reached the end of the plain and the 
mountains of Terracma, I paffcd through la Por- 
tella, a gate and cullom-houfe, which is the 
boundary of the kingdom of Naples. From 
hencp I proceeded to Rome. 

Aa4 JOURNEY 
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SECTION LXX. 

ON the jGxth of March, 1779, 1 made a Ihort 
tour into the kingdom of Naples with Sir 
Thomas Gafcoigne. 

We left Rome on horfeback at five in the 
morning, and came to lleep at Carfoli, a fmall 
ill-built town on the fide of a fteep hill, which 
fhuts up a defile of the mountains. It is juft 
within the limits of the Neapolitan ftate, for m 
the plain below is the point of divifion at an inn 
called II Cavaliere, where fome cuftom-ioufc 
officers are ftationed. This town bears the name 
of the ancient city of Carfcoli, though its ruins 

lie 
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lie near a mile off in the plain. We here began 
to find that we had been deceived by the teni- 
perature of the ;air at Rome^ for the wind was 
intolerably cold, and had the cutting feel of • 
a blaft tWeeping over the fnow, Carfoli is 2i 
portion of the irnmenfe dcmefne poflefled by the 
conftable Colonna ; he has thirty-feven manors 
in this neighbourhood. 

' Next morning we entered the narrow defile 
of Colli, and crofied a mountain which is the 
natural barrier of the Neapolitan dominions on 
this fide : it mufi: prove a difficult pafs for an 
army to force, if any defence be intended ; the 
valley is ftiadcd by 'oak-woods, above which a 
foreft of beech covers the higher parts of the 
mountains. The afcent, which is fix miles from 
Carfoli to the top, is very flony, laborious, and 
even dangerous ; the rocks are a calcareous 
breccia, exceedingly ilippery. The paffage was 
rendered uncommonly difagreeable to us by our 
meeting with endlefs droves of cattle. At Rocca 
di Cerro, a poor hamlet on the fummit of the 

pafs^ 
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pafs, we had a ^tew liito Abruzzo, a- wide 
xJu>untainous traft of country; we looked oves 
woody hills full of villages^ a fpacious itretch 
of plains, afid part of a gteat lake^ all bounded 
by a gigantic circle of mountain^. Vellho rears 
its fnowy peak high above the general line, 
and is dlfiinguiihed am6ng them all even from 
Rome, which is feventy miles diftant.. 

The defcent from Rocca di Cerro is very rapid, 
but it was vifible that the plains we were gdng 
to were higher in the atmofphere than that of 
Cartbli, and prodigiouily elevated above th^ 
Campagna of Borneo 

TagUacoa&zo, a Urge market town, wastb^ 
fifft place we came to on the declivity, its 
jFuincd caiUe ftands on a high perpendicular cock 
St the head of. a fteep hill ; on th^ Aope are the 
bulLdings of the upper town; the soad or ilreet 
that runs dawn the middle of thecp is> as preci- 
pitous as. any I ever padfed, not excepting the 
wi4dcft hamfet in Savoy. The lower town is 
1q{^ champed for roon^ji and feems to h&ve a 

better 
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better (poUedion of inhabitants. At the fo6t 6€ 
the mountain amidft horriblb rocks and pi%pi« 
pices the river Salto breaks out in a large vo- 
lume^ and immediately turns feveral mills : its 
waters are exceffively coldv and fromibme ful- 
phtireous or petrifying quality very pernicious 
to all herbs and garden vegetables that are 
fprinkled with them. It traverfes a pleafant 
vale^ and afterwards runs northwards into the 
Roman ftate. We rode acrofs the flat, and then 
afcended a gentle eminence to Scurcola, a large 
village and old caftle that overlooks the Palen- 
tine plains, where a battle was fought in the 
jtnonth of Auguft, 1268, between Charles of 
Anjou and Conradine of Swabia, who had en- 
tered the kingdom by Tagliacozzo in order to 
pofle& h>mfelf of the crown of his a'nceftors. 
A low chain of hills divides this plam from the 
lake of Celano, and ends in a curve oppofite 
fx> Scurcola, fo as to form a valley that cannot 
be feen into from the low grounds. Here the 
regular onfet began between the two armies, in 

which 
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which that of Conradine^ from the fuperiority 
of numbers, gained fuch an advantage over the 
French, that the viflrory feemed decided in his 
f^^vour ; the rout was univerfal, and the Germans 
thought of nothing more but reaping the fruits 
of their toil by the plunder of their enemies ; 
for this purpofe they broke their ranks^ and 
difperfed thcmfelves in purfuit of the van- 
quifhcd. At this critical moment Charles, who 
by the advice of Alard de S. Valery, an old e^* 
perienced commander, had concealed one third of 
his forces, and that the flower of his army^ in the 
little valley above-mentioned, rulhed down at 
their head upon this diforderly multitude ; the 
Germans being fcattered beyond all poflibility 
of rallying or making refiftance, were put to the 
fword in great numbers by thefe frelh aflailants, 
and a complete vifiory was gained by the An- 
gevines; Conradipe and the duke of Auftria 
were at that fatal time bathing their dufiy brows 
in the Salto, and had fcarcely leifure to efcapc 

from 
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from the fury of thi^ viaor. . Th^r flight, alas i 
was of little a^vail, for being feized on the Ra- 
man coaft while they w^re endcavourlag :to .put 
to fca in difguifc, they were delivered up'tp 
Charles, and the next year juridically murdered 
at l^aples : by the jdeath of thefe Unfortunate 
jQpths the two illufirious houfesof Swabia aqd- 
i^ujftria became ex^ndt, and an opening waj; 
nude for the family of Hjipiburg to advance 
tow;irds the mighty honours . and power which 
it h^s iince attained. Charles built a Ciftercian 
convent on the field of battle in honour of 
Santa Maria della Vi&oria, and endowed it 
richly ; but pn account of earthquakes and the 
difafters which befel it from its vicinity to the 
frontiers, the monks left the place, and the 
abbatial reiidence being transferred to Scur- 
cola, the monaftery fell to ruin. The re- 
mains of it, which have nothing remarkable 
in them, arq to be feen near the ancient Via 
Valeria. Upon the monks abandoning this fec^ 
.tlement, the popes appropriated to thcmfelves 

the 
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the right of oonferrtng the benefice in commert^ 
dam, and thus dii^ofed g( it for many years ; 
but on the death of the late incumbent, the 
Abate Querela detefiied the ufurpation, vindi- 
^cated the king's rights to the prefentation, and 
obtained the living for himfelf ; the court of ' 
ilftome raifed a fhort and feeble clamour, but 
no regard was paid to its reclamation. This 
^ileffor has, by reviving dormant claims/ and 
4cxading negleded dues, raifed the value of the 
abbey from feven hundred to eight thoufand 
<kicats a year. 

The view from hence towards Magliano, a 
walled town on a round knoll, and the fpiry 
'fummit of mount Felino behind it, has fome- 
thing uncommonly fublime. We turned the 
-point of the hills where the Angevine army 
-was arrayed, and rode through another plain 
which widens gradually to the banks of the 
lake. On our left hand, upon «n eminence, 
•appeared the town of Albi, noted in Roman 
hiftory for being the Hate prifon, where captive 
2 princes 
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princes ivere ihut up, after being barbarouily 
dragged through the fireets of Rome dt the 
tihariot-wheels of a triumphant conful. Perfes 
iing of Macedonterttiinated his wretfehed career 
tin this confinement, with his fon, the 'laft hope 
'of aft illuftrious line of 'kings. Byphax the 
^uriiidian, and Bituinus king of the Averni, 
Vere alfo condemned to this gaol, by the par- 
'ticular ctemency of thefenate, whicfc fometimes 
'indulged its favage difpofition^by putting its 
captives to deaths 

Alba being fituated in the ^centre of ItaJy, 
amidft difficult mountainous ip^iTes, and far 
from all means of efcape, was efteemcd a- mod 
proper place for the purpofe of guarding pri- 
foners of importance : artificial ftrength was 
added to its natural fecurity by fortificatioi^s, 
which remain to this day in a ftate that proves 
their ancient folidity. For the entertainment <if 
the garrifon, which was required in a place of 
fuch confequence, an amphitheatre was ereftcd, 
-of which the ruins are ftill vifiblc, as well as 

the 
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the foundations of a temple, and other build- 
ings of Roman' times* 

Luciys Vitellius, brother to the emperor of 
that mime» had a villa near this place, famous 
for the variety and excellence of its fruit*trees, , 
which he had brought from Syria. His gar- 
dens were the nurferies where feveral of the 
moft delicious fione-fruits, that are now fo 
common in Europe, were firfi cultivated and 
multiplied i it muft have been neceflary at Alba 
to ihelter trees tranfplanted from Aiia, and to 
treat them with great tendernefs and care, in order 
to rear them to perfedkion, for the climate of this 
high region is extremely rigorous in winter; 
the cold feafon lafts long, and is accompanied 
with violent fiorms of wind, and falls of fnow. 
The lake has been often frozen entirely over, 
and this year the greateft part of its furfacc 
was covered with ice. We experienced the fc- 
verity of the climate, for as outrageous a blaft 
of fnow as any I ever faced, even in my own 
country, overtook us before we could reach the 

town of Avezzano. 

Wc 
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Wc were there received in the houfe of Doa 
Ladiflao Mattei, a gentleman to whofe polite^ 
nefs^ excellent natural parts^ and fund of ac- 
quired knowledge^ I cannot pay too high a tri* 
bute of praife : the elegant manner in which 
we were treated, and the pleafure.we found in 
his agreeable converfation, made us bear with 
chearfuinefs the inconvenience of being locked 
up by the cxceffive badnefs of the weather, 
and the difficulties that attended our examining 
any of thofe objects of curiofity which had been 
the motives of our journey. The mother of 
D. Ladiflao and twenty other children was then 
in her eighty- feventh year, and as hale, cheer- 
ful, upright, and well-looking, as moft women 
of forty ; flie had as yet felt none of the difad- 
vantages of old age, being in full pofleffion of 
her health, and every one of her fenfes. 

Avezzano was founded in 860, and con- 
tains 2700 inhabitants, and two religious com- 
munities within its walls, which are in a ruinous 

Vol. IV, B b con- 
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€onditbo« Tke h^ufes are m geoeral mean, 
but there are fame large buUdingSr and opukot 
families of the clais of gentlemen not poflbffed 
of feet held in capite. The town is bulk on 
in almoft inapcrccptible declivity one mile frea 
the lake of Celano, to whkh an airenneof pop- 
bfs leada from the baronial caftte. This edifice 
fiands at a little ^ffmcc from the torn, » 
fquare, and flanked witk towers ; it was cftded 
by Virginio Otfini^ to which hm\y this and 
many other great lordfliipa belongedi before 
they were wrefled from them in times ti civH 
war^ and transferred to the Coloonat. 



SEC- 
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SECTION LXXI* 



AS foon as the weather would permit, wft 
. viitted the hkc of Celano, fo calle4 by 
the moderns from a town near its north ihore^ 
the head of the earldpm that comprehended at 
one time the greateft part of the country of the 
Marfi. This was the ancient name of the peo* 
pie. that inhabited the environs of the lake, a)-^ 
lowed by the Romans to be the mod intrepid foU 
diers of their legions, when in friend fhip, and 
the moft formidable of their enemies, when a|: 
variance. It was a comQion faying, that Rome 
could neither triumph over the Marfi, nor 
without them. In the 66zd year of Rome^ 
they put th'emfelves at the head of the focial 
tvar, one of the moft obftinate and dangerous 
oppojStions ever made to the progrefs of the 
B b- a Roman 



• 
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Roman power: it was terminated by' a grant 
of thofc privileges for which they contended. 
Their name ftiU fubfifts in that of the diocefe, 
for the prelate is ftyled bifhop of the Marfi. 

In ancient times^ the lake was called Fuci- 
nus, and was under the protedion of a god of 
the fame denomination^ whofe temple fiood on 
its banks. According to the teftimony of an- 
cient authors^ it was fubjeA to extraordmary 
riiings and decreaiings. The adual circumfer- 
ence is forty-feven miles ; the breadth in the 
largeft part, ten, in the narroweft, four; its 
depth, twelve feet upon an average. But all 
thefe have varied prodigioufly. Two miles up 
the plain, behind Avezzano, the fragments of 
boats, ihells, and other marks of its ancient ex- 
tent have been cafually difcovered j and, on 
the contrary, there are people who remember 
when it did not flow nearer than within two 
^miles of Aviezzano. An immenfe tradk of ex- 
cellent land is loll at every increafe of its level, 
and if any means could be devifed for draining 
' ' it, 
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it, or at leaft reducing its fize, the value of the 
ground recovered for cultivation would be more 
than an equivalent for any expence incurred in 
the works. 

All round this noble piece of water rifes a 
circle of grand mountains^ Ibme of them the 
higheft in Italy, if we except the Alps. The 
Rocca di Cambio is accounted the moft elevated 
among them : in fummer this country muft be 
a delightful place of abode, for the environs of 
the lake are well inclofect, and the fides of the 
hills covered with fine woods ; its waters abound 
with fifb of various kinds, and thither repair at . 
fiated feafons innumerable flights of wild-fowl. 
The neceflfaries of life are good, plentiful, and 
cheap: fcarcely a town but is celebrated for the 
excellence of fome particular fpecies of food. 

We rode along the edge of the lake, which 
was exceffively agitated by the high wind, and 
refembled a dark fiormy fea ; at the didance 
of a mile and a half from the town we came to 
the mouth of the emiflary or opening made by 
B b 3 the 
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the order of Clauflitis Cttlkt for the cftfclMirgiS 
of the waters mto the Urii S Which ruo4 m Jl 

dttp 

• Dio fayi, the emperor intended to^avcy the wateri 
into the Tiber ; which could only be by means of the 
BaltQ, the VcHno, and the Nera, through all wkich thc^ 
inuft haw pafled before diey fell into the Tiber, xm\tA 
he meant to carry them upon arches over the Liria, aa4 
through a double chain of hills to the iburcp of the Teve- 
lt>ne* The Salto is too far off, and, I imagine, upon 
much too high a level. 

Cluverius affcrts, that nobody now knows where the 
rmiflary was; and that the works fliewn for it aretio 
more than the veftiges of a imall canal, where the. river 
Pitoniuft entered the bowels of the mountains, out of whidi 
it did not eriiCrge till it reached the valley of SubiacQ» 
where the aquedufls began that conveyed it to Rome, by 
the name of the Aqua Martia, Pliny tells a wonderful 
fiory of this rivpr'n i ifing in the diftant mountain? of the 
Peligni, and traverfing the Pucine lake, without mixing 
its waters witb it. Thofe of th^ lake are themfelve* 
limpid and wholefome, and if they were to be^ conveyed to 
Rome in pipes, would certainly be as pure and good as 
any fpringywatcr whatever- As the long terip of eleven 
jrpars, with ^a enormous multitude of hands, was em- 
ployed 



deep railky mi tbe other £de ^of tbe hklh. The 
opiaiiiig IS rsaw choaked up^ ftod lies ^ 4li« 
fom of tbe hidl^ much hebw the prefe&t levM 
of the water : in a line from it up t^e dope art 
fiK perpesidicuiarivells^ and two oblique grooves 
to the canal) wiuch was driveti through the hiU 
into die oppofite vailley^ and there had a vent 
at Captftrelli, two miles iirom the lake. The 
i^ater is iaid to flow as far as the centre of the 
JiiU, and to be there twenty feet deep^ but 
ixeing obftrndbed by earth fallen in, or want of 
ieyel^ proceeds no further. Oblique collateral 

ployed in this excavatbn^ it may perhaps have been carried 
as far as the beginning of the aqiiedudts in the vale of the 
Teverone, where the ruins are ilill to be feen, though at leaft 
twelve riiiles in a flraight line from the lake. Frontirius 
mentions his having difcovered the real fource of the Aqua 
Martia^ between Carfeoli and Subnco^ thirty-fix miles 
from Rome ; near Rio Freddo in the Roman ftate are fe- 
veral wells, or air-holes, that were contrived for the ufe 
of the fubterraneous conduit, by which its waters were 
there conveyed through a mountain. 

B b 4 galleries 
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galleries were alfo coiftrived for the purpofe of 
clearing the chanqei of rUbbiih^ as the workmen 
advanced. As the fwelling of the lake was at- 
tended with incredible damage, the Marfi had 
often petitioned the fenate to drain it : Julius 
Casfar would have attempted it, had he lived 
longer. His fucceflfors were averfe to the pro- 
jt&y till Claudius^ who delighted in ezpenfive^ 
difficult enterprizes, undertook it. During the 
fpace of eleven years he employed thirty thou- 
fand men in digging a paflage .through the 
mountain, and when every thing was ready for 
letting off the water, exhibited a fuperb naval 
fpedtacle on the lake. 

A great number of condemned criminals were 
obliged to a£t the parts of Rbodians and Sici- 
lians in feparate fleets, to engage in earneft, 
and to deftroy one another for the entertain- 
ment of the court, and the multitude of fpefta- 
tors tbj^t covered the hills : a line of well-armed 
veflels and rafts loaded with foldicrs furrounded 
the fcenc of aftion, in order to prevent any of 

the 
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the wretches from efcaping; bi^t it was with 
great difficulty and many threats that they could 
be brought to an engagement. When this fa- 
vage diverfion was ended, the operations for 
opening the emiffary commenced^ and the cm- 
perOr was very near being fwept away and 
drowned by the fudden rulhmg of the waters to* 
wards this vent. However, either through th# 
ignorance or negligence of the engineers, the 
work did not anfwer as was expelled, and 
Claudius did not live long enough to have the 
faults amended: Nero abandoned the fcheme 
through envy. Hadrian is faid to have let off 
the waters of the Fucinus, but none now efcape 
except through hidden channels formed by na« 
ture, which are probably fubjefl: to he obftrufted, 
and thus occafion a fuperabundance of water in 
the lake, till fome unknown caufe removes the 
obftrudions, and again gives free paflage. As 
three confiderable ftreams fall into the lake, the 
lead; obftacle to a difcharge mufl raife the level. 
2 The 
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The naoie of Ahnifiieis wiudi b now git«i 
to tke ci;ro moft Aorclietly proTinces of tine 
kingdom) 19» applied by tbeGochs^ Lombardb^ 
Md Normans ^oliely to a fmail domam caitod 
the county ^f Apruzeo, or Apratxmis : xmder 
the SwalHafi ^govetopte&t k «ras exteiukd over 
tlie wiiote ^»try tluft cow ^goes i>y thar appeU 
lation. The fize of the river Pdbaia, the on* 
Ciciot Acemus, inducod ^kt krstfrg oo make it a 
boundary, ^nd to divide the provvnce bto two 
^ts according as they lay widi refpefi: m the ^ 
nr&ci the goveminent of each wasencrofledto 
a ufticiary, and the captaans of tbeVrties; but 
^^ triibimah leere ncft i^endered permanent till 
the acceffion of the bonfe of Arragon, when they 
were fixed at Aquila nmd Chieti. In the laft 
century it was found expedient to furbdtv4de the 
province 4^ Aquila into two jurifdi&ionB) as the 
vicinity to the Papal frontier had rendered it a 
den of thieves and banditti, which Dequired the 
number of magiftrates to be increafed, that the 
infolcnce of the profligate might be mcnre eafily 

and 



imdtiscpedxtioufljrfupprefii^. A thhd tribiand 
Vwis accsordinglf xHabliUBwi «t Teram«>, tte 
iBhief of which, as iveil as thbfc of thfe drh«t 
provincial tribunals throughout the realm, i% 
ftyled piTfident, and is ufually am officer of tht 
Irankof brigadier, w major gfeneraU 

As iheferprovinceaaire the moft northetn, <they 
ore alfo the coldeft in the kingdom, bting eft« 
c^dingly mountainfou€^ The chain tjf the Affeii- 
Kiities, without any itvcevruption but that of 
fonne narrow vallies formed by the waters of 
the numerous rivers that rulh dowa from the 
heights, continues in a flight declivity to the 
edge of the Adriatic fta. Btit the rigour of the 
cHmate is not fo great as to prevent the country 
fifom producing in abundance every thing rcqui- 
Cte for the fupport of life. Vegetables, fruits, 
animals, and number lefs other articles of fufte- 
nance, not only furniih ample provifion for the^ 
life of the natives, but Salfo allow of cxporta* 
tion. There is fo large a quantity of wheat 
reaped, thatiiH^y thoufands of ^quarters are an* 

nuall/ 
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Dually fliippcd off. Much Turkey wheat is fcnt 
qut, and the province of Teramo fells a great 
deal of rice little inferior in goodnefs to that d 
Lombardy. Oil is a plentiful commodity, and 
wines are made for exportation qn many parts 
of the coaft ; but wool has always beeni and 
fiiH is^ their itaple commodity : the flocksi after 
paffing the whole fummer in the fine paflures 
of the mountains^ are driven for the winter into 
the warm plains of Fuglia, and a few fpots near 
their own coaft^ where the fnow does not lie; 
there are no manufactures of woollens in the 
province^ except two fmall ones of coarfc cloth, 
and the greai;efl part of the wool is fent out 
unwrought. No filk is made here, though 
mulberry-trees would grow well in the lowr 
grounds. 

Formerly the territory of Aquila furniihed 
Italy almoft exclufively with faffron, but fince 
the ctilture of that plant has been fo much fol- 
lowed in Lombardy, it has fallen to nothing m 
Abruzzo. In the maritime drafts of country 

the 
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the cultivation of liquorice has been increafed of 
late years, but foreigners export the roots in 
their natural ftate : in the province of Teramo, 
there is a manufadure of pottery-ware, for 
which there is a great demand in Germany, by 
the way of Triefte, as it is remarkably hard and 
fine, but even this is going to decay, by beiqg 
abandoned entirely to the ignorance of common 
workmen. Ic is not to be expe<fted that any 
improvements will be made in arts and manu- 
faftures, where the encouragement and atten- 
tion of fuperiors is wanting, and no pains taken 
to render the commodity more marketable, or 
to open better channels of fale for it. The only 
advantages thefe provinces enjoy are the gift of 
benevolent nature, but fhe has flill greater pre- 
fents in (lore for them, and waits only for the 
. helping hand of government to produce them. 
This whole coaft, one hdndred miles in length, 
is utterly deftitute of fea-ports, and the only 
fpots where the produce can be embarked are 

dangerous. 
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dangi^ousj incottveirifnt ro^?>,at the nwimhs of 
mersi and along a lee-feore; tboidiftc^lty of 
jprocufipg (hipping, and Qf leading tbe^ g^i^ 
frcqv^iHly c^vfca gieat quantities, of them 19 
tot on M^di fibkh daa>p3 inoluftry, .^d prf»* 
vents all imptoTf meats i^ agr Uijltuj-I^ Tbt 
hwib^ndpiagt U.^pdpr, difpki^d wret^ii, giifed 
wr9ti;b<?dMfs producei ^migFatton c th^yn^r^ii 
(wface of tb^ cquntry qccaSou^ it to bsanbar 
bited by^reuil, if Imsyii^ tbe ejprefliQp, rgr 
tb«r thwj in larg^ m»fl5e«, for th«r« is not a city 
tb^t cQfitains ten tboufgnd pf^ople^ and th^ tnoik 
pf thcn^ w^d ^d it di^cult^o mui^r tbree 
tboDf^nd; Villagef, caftl^s, and fe«datary cftatei 
ace to be m^ with in abundance, but th^ num<« 
bers of.tbeic. iobabitgnts are to be reclu]^^d by 
biindredfl^ pot tboufands; in 9 word, the pdi* 
Xm\ and focial fyftcm of the province fliew^ 
t\o iigns of the vigour which natuix io remgrl;- 
abiy difplays here in all her operations. 

The antiq-uary and the n^uralift may travcj 

Ims^ with : exquifite pleafuce and profit; the 

X former 
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former will fio4i freafui:e« of infeftptionK and 
iiuidited moaumsnca apportabiAg to the warUk^ 
mtkmsy tbati: once qqv^ci^ ibe faee of tk^ 
country :: the mtwal pkilo^pher w>U "have; a 
ttobte field for obfetYatioA ia tbe fiupendous 
moufttainjs tbtt lUe on all fides^ Moate^corno 
aod Majella are among tbe moft intereftui>§^; 
the firft is like an aged mQHiunent of nature, 
hald^ and horribly broken qq every afpeft ; 
from varbixs appcaraocesy it is evident that it$ 
bowels contain many valuable wms, of metallic 
fure, but the great difficulty of aecefs rendora 
the fearcb of them almoft impracticable. Mar 
jella has other merits, and of a gayeir kind :-m^ 
Nature has cloathed its declivities apd elevated 
fields with an infiiut^e variety of her moft pre^ 
<^us plants; vulnerary herbs grow therein aa 
great perfedion as on the Alps of Swizzerland# 
and are applied by the natives to wovinds with 
equal fuccefs^ 

The 
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The charader of the inhabitants vaties a little 
among themfelves^ according to fituation and 
climatCi but eflentially from the difpofition of 
the natives of the more fouthern provinces. 
This proceeds from a difference of origin ; for 
the Lombards^ who were barbarians^ butt not 
cruel; poor, but hofpitable; endowed with 
plain honeft fenfe^ though poflefled of little 
acutenels or fubtlety ; remained peaceable pro- 
prietors of thefe mountainous regions, till the 
Normans, who were accufiomed to a finular 
climate, ^ came and difpoffeffed them. The 
Greeks, who retained almoflr every other part 
of the kingdom under their dominion, never 
bad any fway here. For this reafon the Abruz* 
zefi ftill bear 'a great refemblance to their nor- 
thern progenitors or matters: to this day one 
may trace in them the fame goodnefs of heart, 
but great indolence and repugnance to lively 
exertions, a fault that proceeds- rather ftom a 
want of ai^ive virtue, than a difpoiitioa to 

• wickcdncfs. 
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Vtdcedn^fs. Hence it comes that In thcfe pro- 
vinces, where the proximity of the frontier al- 
ipoft infures impunity, fewer atrocious and -in* -r 
iiuman deeds are heard of than in other parts'* > 
of the realm. Remnants of ancient northern;', 
cuftoms exifted here fo late. as the beginning of 
this-century, and, among the mountaineers, very •; . > . 
evident traces of the Frank and Teutoniclan- 
guages may be difcovered* ' , /' . • 

The fnow and exceffive coldnefs of the wind 
defeated all our projeds of penetrating farther 
ihtoAbruzzo, and therefore, with great relufl:- v* 

ance, we fet out for the fofter climate of Rome; 
the utmoft we were able to compafs was to take 
a difierent route from that we had followed ia 
coming to Avezzano. 

The l^ke was over-hung with black and 
^t^ev fleeting mifts, which fottietimes left fpace enough 
open for us to difcern the towering fummits of 
the mountains on the fouth fide of the wateu 
Paffing by the. mouth of the Emifltary, we can*e>.;- ^ 
; Vol. IV.' 'x:-\ f. Cc • torlj^^^: 

. \' '.' ■ , ' :".r \yv ' 



386 RETURN TO HOME- 

to Luco, a fmall place, which probably took 
its name from fome confecrated grove. A church 
has been built upon the ruins of a temple. Not 
far from it a fine ftream falls into the lake near 
Trafacca, a hamlet full of mutilated infcrip- 
tians» and other fragments of antiquity. We 
here took leave of the lake, and indeed of all 
profpedk whatever, being foon enveloped in im- 
penetrable fogs. In this, ftate of darknefs, we 
travelled over the mountain, and rode paft the 
little, city of Sora, almoft without difcerning 
an objed in it. Sora belongs to the houfe of 
Buoncompagno, fovereign princes of f iombino, 
defcended from the nephew of Gregory the 
Thirteenth. About three miles below this town, 
the torrent Fibreno divides irfelf into two bran- 
ches, which meeting again foon after, form a 
fmall oblong ifland. On the banks of the. river, 
oppofite this fpot, ftood the manfion where Ci- 
cero was born. His father, in conformity with 
the luxury of the age, built a handfome villa 

7 
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jn lieu of the modeft abode with which hi^ ^ 
anceftors had been contented in days of Sam- 
nite fimpUcity ; but this Arpinate, this favou- 
rite refiden^ce of the prince of orators, owed its 
merits to nature, not to the embellifliments of 
falhionable art : here were no rich mofaid pave- 
ments, or gilded vaults; no forced water- works, 
terraces, or ponds; no alleys of tortured tree?, 
nor clufters of ftatues to attradl the eye, and 
taint the mind with falfe ideas of beauty. All 
thefe meretricious ornaments became, as Cicero . 
obferves, contemptible to the eyes that had 
once fecn this place, where the. hand of Nature 
had happily arranged the woods and waterfalls ; 
if art was called in, it was only in the charaiSter 
of an humble handmaid, to obey, not to diftate. 
The rapid dreams of the Fibrenus rolled down 
the vale in numberlefs wild cafcades, and dif* 
fufed around a frefhnefs that mitigated the power 
of the autumnal heats, and preferved a falutary 
circulation of air : the ifland was a p^rfedt rural 
retreat fit for ftudy and meditation, remote from 
C c « every 
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^vcry noift but the murmurs of the water, ^n4 

I the mejody of the birds; prote&ed from the 

i burning rays of the fun and the eye of intru* 

I ders by thick fliades of venerable groves. In- 

j one of Cicero's dialogues, Afticus is made to ex- 

\ claim, *^ what can be more delightful than this 

" ifland, which,, like the prow of a fliip, di- 

*' vides the Fibrcnus' into^ two branches ! theft 

•* flow fwiftly down its fide&, and foon uniting 

** again, leave jufl: fpace.enough for a wreftliogr 

** ground ; they then haften to mingle with the 

** Liris, and render it ftill cooler by the mixture 

•' of theif icy waters/* 

- We meafured every foot of this truly claflieal 
fpot, which even in its prefent negleded ftate^ 
retains fome traces of its afntient beauty, thoagh- 
iHe chilnefr of its waters, which recommended 
the Fibreao fo ftrongly to: Cicero, was a quality 
we were little charmed with in the mid ft of 
. fleet and fnow. A fociety of monks, who ar« 
generally good judges of fituation,^ have fixed 
their abode upon the ruins of the villa j but I 
^ could 
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cbuld dlfcover no infcription relative to its old 
mafter, though nuiiiberlefs fragments of ancient 
buildiftgs bave been employed in the conftruc* 
tion of the* church. A mile down the river wc 
came to Jfola, a large burgh placed in aa 
iiland of the Liris below its jundion- with the 
JF^ibreno; the beauty of this iituatioii furpaffea 
all power of defcription, fgr at the point of in* 
terfeSion the mofs-grown towers of a romantic 
caftle rife on the brow of a perpendicular rock 
through a groVe of trees, and on each fide the 
river falls in a moft fublime manner; but the 
forms of thefe cafcades differ in their charafter { 
one is abrupt, and the torrent darts with infinite 
impetuofity in a grand mafs roaring and foaming 
as it pours along ; while the other is compofed 
of a long, inclined plain, upon which the waters 
glide fwiftly but fmoothly down. The weather 
was fo cold that it was inipoflible to give more 
than^a curfory glance to thefe objeds : a^.fooa- 
as our horfes were refrefhed, we crofled the 
hillft oppofite to Arpino, now a poor place, but 
C c J once 
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once a colony that gave its name to the diflrid:, 
and boafted of having produced two of the moft 
confpicuous chara£ter$ of Rome^ Marius and 
and Cicero. We foon after re-entered the ec* 
cleGaftical dominions^ and in two days reached 
Rome» 
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